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Little TREATISE 
Of being | 


BORN AGAIN: 


Without which 


No M a x can be SavED. 


| Being the SUBSTANCE of Four 
SERMONS preach'd at BLACK. 
FNYARS; With ſome Enlarge- 'Y 
ments, ſince added. e 
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By S. RIGHT. 


Iliud vere ſaculs gratulor, repertos homines qui neutiquam | > ORE 

in Comroverſiis ſubtilibus tantum ponunt, quantum in ber * 
Vite emendatione & quotid'ano ad Santittatem pro felt. +. 
Utinam & mea Scripta aliquid ad hec ſtadium in Animis . 
Hominum excitandum inſlammandumque conferre paſſint : a 3 
Tunc enim non ſruſtra me vixiſſe hactenus exſtimem. 
| Grotij ad Crellium Er. 
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A LETTER to the Aurhokx; 
1 Which is here inſerted, as 
1 the Reaſon of his publ, a 
| the fu Heets. 


& 7 REvEREND SIR! 


OUR Diſcourſes upon the, 
weighty Subject of Regenera- 
tion, have ſo affected us, that 
we n cauſe to Praiſe Go p, who. 
bath bleſs'd us with the opportunity of 
hearing them: And we hope a great 
many more have reaſon to do the fame. 
We could with they might be more pub- 
 . ek; and we hope you will ſuffer 
1 them to go abroad into the World, for 
. 4 © the edifying the Church of Cnet; 
and to render the Filthy, who will be Hl. 
thy till, ſo much the more incxcuſable. 
Flad not we, thro' Grace, experien-k 
41 ed ſomething of the new Birth, we: 
Us © 1 bol a 


l 
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( iv ) 
ſhould not have enter'd within your 
Meeting- Houſe, being of the Efabliſod 
Church: But this has remov'd our Pre- 
judices and with St. Peter, of a Truth 
. we perceive, that Gor is no reſpefter of 
81 | Perſons, nor differing Opinions as mere- 
1 ly touching Church Government; 8 
84 in every Place, He that worketh Righte-. 
11 ouſneſs is accepted with him. 
4g We hope you will excuſe our great 
1 Freedom; we proteſt before Gop, we 
A have no Siniſter End : The Good of our 
Relatives and Neighbours is near our 
Hearts; and becauſe we humbly con- 
ceive thoſe ——SERMONS will con- 
duce much thereto, we cannot but re- 
ueſt of you, what we have ſo earneſtly 
red among our ſelves, the Publica- 
tion of them, And ſhall continue to | 
pray for the increaſe of Gop on your | 
future Labours, as well as return Thanks 
for former Benefits. | And remain 


— 
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| © ours, | 


. 
>. 
1. E. 


Me 
THE 


Author's Axs wRR: 
Which may ſerve inſtead of a 


P RE FACE. 


GENTCLEMEN! | 

Receiv'd your Leiter with great Thank- 
fulneſs to Gon, that had made the 
SERMONS you /peak of, ſo ſerwice- 
able to you: But confidering how many 
uſeful Treariſcs of this Nature, are ex- 
tant already, I thought your Requeſt, to 
Print on this Subject might very well be 
deny'd. And when the manner and 


warmth of delivering d St rxMons. 


ſhould be a little forgot, "1 pas. ready to 
conclude — you might alter your Sentiment s 


f them; or at leaſi, forbeur farther to 
inſiſt on their being ſent to the Pre. 
wthy A 3 In 


2 
* 
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(vi) 


In this Concluſion I imagin'd my felf 
right for ſome Months; till your Appli- 
cations were renewed; and a Perſon, for 
- whom 1 have a particular reſpect, was 
engaged to purſue your Requeſt, with a 
Reſolution to take no Denial. He has in- 
decd ſaid ſo much, to aſſure me of your ſin- 
cerity and hearty Concern in this mat- 
ter, that I began to think it my Duty to 
comply with you: And where I apprehend 
any thing a Duty, 1 ſhall ſet that againſ# 
all Objections, and all other Conſidera- 
tions in the World. | 


This Liberty however 1 have taken in 
complying with you; That I have choſen to 
give you thoſe Diſcourſes in a different 
Form to what you mught expeft; ThG 1 
Hope in a way that may anſwer your End, 
as fully, as if I had publiſh'd them in the 
Form of SERMoNns. IF you look upon 
every Chapter as a SERMON, and read it 
at once, you will find very little difference 
from what it would have been, had the 
whole been printed as it was preach'd. 
That I did not ſay one thing, and now 
ſend you another, your Friend, that has 
aten the pains of Tranſcribing 4 great 
part himſelf, will witneſs for me: And 
ou your ſelves, upon reading, ww 4 

N doubt 


4 a 


) . 
doubt not, call to mind the moſt of what 
you here meet with, 


The firſt SERMON you will find altered 
as to the Method, in ſome few things; 
but you will eafily know it again, when, 
every conſiderable Thought ſhall occur to 
you, in the ſame words that were uſed 
before. In the whole you will find ſome 
Additions; but, eſpecially, in the Third 
and Fourth Chapters. That Directory 
for the Devotion of a Soul firft rurning 
towards Go p, p. 93, 94, 957; And the 
Form of a Covenant Dedication to Gon, 
p. 97, Ec; 1 thought highly proper to 

inſert in this Publication, tho* not deli- 
ver'd in your hearing. And I found ſome 
things neceſſary to be added, that I might, 
render the Evidences of the new Birth 
more uſeful, and leſs liable to Miſtakes. 
Some Enlargements you will alſo find in 
the cloſing Addreſſes to ſeveral ſorts. of 
Perſons: But I am perſuaded you will 
not think, upon a ſerious peruſal, that I 
could have omitted any thing I have hire 
added. | WILD. 


' Whether this Treatiſe may be thought | 
Wiſe, or Weak, by the generality of thiſs 
that look into it, is what I ſhall not once: A 
enguire after: I it may. prove a means |} 
4 ole A4 AS 


(viii) 
f turning any from the Evil of their 
ways, I ſhall account that Ihe moſt grate- 
ful and defirable intelligence concerning 
it. For I think, I am not miſlaten in 
. declaring, — That I bad rather . ſee one 
| Perſon {mite upon his Breaſt, and become 
2 true Penitent, — than ſee a Thouſand 
V +. clapping their hands, whilſt they receive 
20 real Benefit from what they bear or 


2 5 4 the following Pages may anſwer 


a an End as this, 1 ſhall have rea- 
I de be thankful to you, for putting 
mm upon à piece of Work, that I confeſs 
3 bad no mind to have gone about, at 
this time. We live in an Age that is 


and eſpecially, if it comes from the Hand 
fa Diſſenter. For which reaſon you will 
not wonder that I have ſhewn ſuch a Batk- 
 wardneſs: to comply with your Requeſt. 

A Book of Devotion that is publiſh'd 
in the Style, and way of a Papiſt, ſhall 
be thought much more worthy of Regard, 

than one that is publiſh'd by a Diſſent- 

ing Proteſtant. Or otherwi/e, there are 
Treatiſes I could mention, that would ne- 
ver have gain'd ſo many Impreſſions as 
they have. 


I do 


E — 0 ſet againſt every thing of this nature; 
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even in the Beſt Attempts of this nature; 


R 
. 


(ic) 


F do not mention this with any other 


view, but that, of Excuſing my ſelf for ſo 
long refuſing to Print upon this Subjett. 


"Till Men are more inclined to Read and 
Conſider Things, our Time and Pains in 
Printing muſt turn to very little Ac- 
count. ä i 


However I would hope, you will pro- 
mote the reading of this little Book in all 
the Families where you have any influence z 


Eſpecally on the Lord's Day Evenings, | 
when Thoſe are ſometimes called tog@her, + at 
who on other Days live in the neglitt of * ** 
Reading, and every religious Duty.” A | 


Chapter then read at a time, will go 
thro' this Treatiſe in a Month. And by -, 


this means, ſome Perſons may be engaged 
to hear, what they would not be perſuaded, 
otherwiſe to look into. 


wat going, after all, to Apologize for 
my ſelf, in publiſhing a Treatiſe from one 
Set of SERMONS, which might have been 
much better done, by taking in ſome things 


deliver'd in other SERMONS on the lite 


Subjects But I was immediately check'd 
by conſidering, — That tis the Bleſſing of © 
Gop alone zo which all Succeſs is owing, 


And 


_e 


(x) 

And therefore ſince it hath pleaſed him to 
awn, the following Diſcourſes already, in 
ſuch a manner as to You; I ſhall, with- 
out any more words, joyn with you, in 
hoping they may be bleſt to the Good 
of others. M bat Almighty Gor ſees fit 
to ſet his Seal upon, I. hall never affect to 
make Apologies for. 


— 
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20 Him, n T1 humbly commit 
this Little Treatiſe; and to your Service 
devote it in a particular manner, as a | 


Teſtimony of my being 


Your 


W. Berry Court, Nn Ane IP; bY . 
Ar. 2. 1715. Reſpectful Friend, | 


and Servant, 


Wop» 1 RIPRIGHT. 
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BY, 


SHHSSESL222624.0.4 


ADVERTISEMENT 


. E former Impreſſion of this Trea- 
tiſe, happily prov'd an Occaſion, 
ot my becoming ee with a GEN - 
TLEMAN, to Whoſe Charitable Diſpoſi- 
tion and Deſign, this Second Impreſſion is 
o ing. LOS 

That LETTER, from /ome of the Na- 
tional Church, which engag'd me to 
print on this Subject, has alſo induc'd 
feveral others of the ſame Eftabliſhment, 
to read what they found thus brought 
into the World. 1 5 8 

And I am allow'd to tell thoſe, who 
may farther look into this Treatiſe, — 
That it is a GENTLEMAN of the 
„ EsTABLIS$H'D CHURCH, who has or- 
„ der'd this Edition to be printed, at 
c his own Charge: And to be given, 
& gratis, to all ſuch as will ſeriouſly per- 
«uſe it.” | 

I would humbly hope, that the Ad- 
miniſtration of this Service, (as well as of 
. other Charities, with the diſpoſal of which , 
IJ have been entruſted, by the fame Per- 
ſon,) will be abundant by many Thankſgi- 

| VINgs 
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vings to Gop. And fo, will occaſion 
many acceptable Prayers, which ſhall 
reach the UNxRNO WN Benefactor in a 
Return, both of Spiritual and Temporal 
Bleſſings, in this Life. 

And, at laſt, may He find Mercy for 
his own Soul, who has many ways ex- 
Preſs'd bis Mercy and Compaſſion for the 
© Souls of others. | * 
If the Salvation of Any be hereby 
promoted, it will be a ſufficient Reward, 
to meet ſuch in Heaven, tho' they ſhould 
not be perſonally known here on Earth. 


J have, together with this Book, 
* H Numbers of BIBLES 
cso diſpoſe of, to thoſe who may 
bave Opportunities of doing good, 
buy afliſting in the Charitable Di- 
ſtribution of them. Such as are 
Strangers to the Author, may ap- 
py to the Publiſher, of this Trea- 

7i/e, | 
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CONTENTS. 
UR SAVIOUR'S Conference with Nicodemus, 


upon his being born again, briefly. conſi- 
dered, Page 1---3 


CHAP. 1. 
The Explication of this Doctrine. 


Nicodemus, as a Jew, might have had ſome 
ſenſe of it, p. 5,6. 
To be born again, includes ſomething both ex- 
ternal, and internal, p. 6, 7. 


Being Born of the Spirit, chiefly inſiſted on, 
p. 7 8. 

A diſtinct account of akls. under Five Genocal 
Heads; with proper Inferences from” each, 
that are deſigned to guard againſt the moſt 


common. and nee miſtakes ny this 
Doctrine. 


I. To be Born again, | is to ding — done 
in as, and for us, which cannot be done 

by as, p. 9, 10. 
This ſhould put us upon earneſt applica- 

Pons to Almighty, GOp, p. 10, 11. 


il. Some e Principle is in fus 45 10 which 
due are naturally Strangers, p. 12. 


And by communicating this, ſuch a Life 
5 begins, as ſnall laſt for ever, pi. 13. 


Hence 
"4 
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Hence it follows; that a mere alteration 
| of a Man's courſe of Life, is not to be born 
=. Again, p. 14. And, that the new Birth 
N 
ö 


does not give us new and different natu- 
LE ral Faculties, from thoſe which we had 
| before, p. 15. 


III. The Change is ſo great in our being Born 
again, that we do as truly become new Crea- 
tures, as if we could, in a natural ſenſe, be 
born afreſh, p. 16. Altho' the Diſtinction, 
between the Regenerate, and Unregenerate is 
not commonly known, p. 17. 
Hence it follows ; that a pretended honour- 
ing the Grace of God, whilſt Men go on 

in their Sins, will not prove that they 

are Born again, p. 18, 19. 
Nor will any Gifts and Attainments, how 
great ſoe ver, paſs for this new Birth, if 
there be not a new Life, P. 20, 


IV. This Regeneration is in ſome reſpect, inflan- 
taneous and perfect; (like our being Born at 
'» firſt;) but in other Reſpects, it is gradual and 
progreſſive, p. 21, 22. 
Therefore, there can be no State betwixt the 
Regenerate, and the Unregenerate, p. 23. 

But there may be ſuch as are truly Re- 
generate, that are yet very weak in 
Grace, and little in their Spiritual Sta- 

ture, | P. 24. 


V. This Change which is called the new Birth, 
may be, and commonly is, eſſected by the out- 
ward means of Grace, p. 25-*-27. 
From hence it follows; that Men ought to 
apply themſelves, with great Diligence, to 
thoſe appointed Means, notwithſkanding 
F fall pleas of ſome to excuſe them- 
© ſelves, p. 28---3T. 
| | BA 


—_ *. 


The CON T. E NTS. 
But, for the ſucceſs of Means, our Reli- 
ance muſt be on Gop alone, p. 32. 


CHAP. Il. 
To be Born again, indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſary to Salvation. 


'Tis what equally concerns all Men, p. 35, 36. 


I. No Man can be a real Chriſtian, without 
this, p. 37. 
Becauſe he does not accept of CHRIST 4 
Teacher and Inſtructor, p. 37, 38. He 
is not intereſted in CaxrsT's Death a 
an Atonement, p. 39, 40. He 4s not 
capable of ſubmitting to CanxisT's Dos 
minion and Government, p.47, 44. 
Hence it follows ; that the Performance of 
Religious Duties, &y the Formaliſt, are 
not ſufficient to make him a Real Chri- 
ſtian, p. 44. Becauſe he has no ſuitable 
Attention, p. 45, nor Affection, p. 46. 
nor will he perſevere, ibid. The Re. 
ceiving of Sacraments will not make ſuch 
Men really Chriſtians, p. 47. Therefore 
they are not entituled to the preſent Pri- 
vileges of the Goſpel, p. 48, 49. 


II. No Man can go to Heaven, except he be 
Born again, p. 50. 
Our Lord has moſt expreſſly Auclarel this, 

and his Faithfulneſs ſands engaged to 

make it good, p. 51. God's being true 

#0 his word, the Foundation of all Reli- 
„ P. 53» 

It is alſo utterly diſagreeable to the pure 

14 and Holy nature of Gop, to admit an 
+ ” wnrenewed unholy Perſon into his pre- 
ſence, P. 5436. 

SE: The 


— 
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The unrenewed Mind is as much ſet a- 
gainſt the Happineſs of Heaven, as GOD 
is againſt the admitting ſuch a one inte 
it, p. 57, Kc; Such, a one is unfit for 
1% Company, p. 58. And the Employ- | 
ments, p. 59. And 2 Entertainments 
Heaven, | p. 61, 
Hence it comes to TY that it is ſo hard 
to reconcile Men to the Happineſs of 
'\ Chriftians, _ p- 62. 
Which gives occaſion to inſerr, that there are 


but few that ſhall be ſaved, p. 63---65. 


Ad alſo to pity theſe, that are heated 
with a miſtaken Zeal in the leſſer points 


| " = of Religion, whilſs this greateſt and 

"  weaghtieſt Doctrine of Chriſtianity is 

Ee Vleckea, | P. 66--- 68, 
CHAP. III. 


- Means of attaining the New Birth. 


The Deſire of being directed in this Matter, in- 
e feveral things, ; p. 69, 70, 


ebtions laid down for ſuch as have a ſincere 


are mee Born in, 


I, Be careful * con ſtant Js attending upon the 
+ preaching of Gop's Mord, p. 71. No need 
of One from the Dead to bring Men to Repen- 


tance, here the ordinary means of Grace 


are _rightly attended to, p. 72. Be ſure not 


to ſtiſſe Conviction, p. 73. Nor yet to ex- 


- pett a ſudden and miraculous Change by one 


Sermon; but yu a n and ated At- 
tendance, N | P. 74, 75 


n. There muſt be Time allow' 4 ol fet apart 


for Retirement, - and ſerious Thought ſulneſs, 
bf 1g 76. This is neceſſary to improve — 
an 


The CONTENTS. 
and alſo to improve afflictive Providences, 
p. 77. . The chief ſubjeff of Conſideration 
ſhould be, our latter End, * p. 97. 


III. There muſt be a frequent and diligent read- 
ing the Holy Scriptures, p. 80, 81, And 
other Divine Writings, that may inſtruct us 
in the nature of Converſion, and true Piety, 
p. 82. It is neceſſary that we ſhould have 
regular Thoughts of our Apoſtacy, and the 


the method of our Recovery, p. 83. 


Souls with a Senſe of the Corruption of our 
Nature, p. 84. And the many Sins that we 
have actually committed in our Lives, p. 85. 
Several Heads of Enquiry by which we may 
find out our Sins, p. 85, 86. And the Ag- 
gravations of 'em, p. 87. By conſidering of 
which, our Reſentments, and Aﬀettions, 


ſhould be excited, p. 88, 89. 


V. Another preſcribed mean of Regeneration, is, 
Humble, Fervent Prayer, p. 90. The ob- 
jeftion, againſt putting Men in a ſtate of Sin 
upon Prayer, anſwered, p. 91. Heu ſuch 
ought to pray, p. 92—94. 


VI. The next ſtep is to make a ſolemn Dedica- 
tion of our ſelves to Gob, thro' ChrIST IE 
SUS, as thoſe that are deſirous to be his, in 
an Everlaſting Covenant, p. 95. This ſhould 
be done in Writing, p. 96, 97. The Form of 
a Covenant Dedication drawn up, p. 97 
10 101. 


VII. What remains after this, is only to abide by: 
what is done; and to try how far we can go 
in amending our Lives and Actions, p. 102. 
we may poſſibly find greater Conflifts after we 

a have 


Conſequences of it, that we may underſtand 


IV. We ſhould endeavour hereupon to affect our © 


{ 


; 


wt, 
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have ſurrendred our ſelves to Gov, than 
before, p. 102. But we muſt yet continue 
Praying, p. 103. And we muſt do our beſt 

, Endeavours to reform our Lives, p. 104,105. 
Here it is deſired of thoſe who are in a ſafs, 

State themſelves, to pray earneſfily for 


ſuch as may now be in the ſiruggles of 
the new Birth, p. 106, 107. 


CHAP. IV. 
The Evidences of being Born again. 


I. Wherever a Saving Change is wrought, it 
will diſcover it ſelf in the Mind, and Tem- 
per, | . p. IO. 

The Spirit of him that is Born again, is very 

lowly and humble, | Ibid. 110, 
I is alſo very Sincere and Upright, p. 111,112. 

The Underſtanding is enlightned, to diſcern thoſe 
Things of which it was ignorant, or at leaſt . 
to which it ſhew'd no juſt Regard, p. 113. 

This conſidered, with reference to thoſe that 
have been entire Strangers 10 Religion, 
P. 114. Thoſe that are of more raiſed 
Natural Capacities, p. 115, 116. And 
thoſe that ha ve had a Religious Educa- 
e,, p. 17. 

The Will of him that is Born again, is brought 
to an entire ſubmiſſion and obedience to the 
Will f Gor, p. 118. His Will, notwith- 
ſtanding the greateſt Prejudices, is ſubdued to 

4 Reverece of God's Will in his Word, and 
a Reſignation to the Diſpoſals of his Provi- 
dence, p. 119. With what allowances this 

it to be underſtbod, pi 120, 


The | Conſcience of him that is Born again, 
is tender and faithful, p. 121. Four Things 
| | | . 3 in 1 


* 
* 
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in which the Natural and Renewed Conſci- 
ence differ, p. 121, 122. A Caution to be 
obſerved, in our judging of the impreſſrueneſs 
of Conſcience, Ibid. — 
The Affections of him that is Born again, are 
prevailingly Spiritual and Heavenly, p. 123. 
Very great differences, however, are to be found 
among good People, in this Reſpect. p. 124 


II. There are other Evidences of the new Birth, 
in the outward Behaviour and Converſa- 
tion, 14. 

He that is Born again, is careſul to avoid all 
Sin, p. 126. Four things inflanced in, ib. 127. 

He has a conſtant regard to every Duty, p. 127. 
The Heads of Duty inſtanc d in, p. 128, 129. 
He is particularly careful of his Words, 
p. 129. Several Inſtances of this, p. 130, 
131. He manages his common Ajjairs ſo as 
to ſerve ſome Religious End, p. 132. Cen- 
verting Grace does not oblige Men to quit 
their Callings, ibid. Nor to give up their R- 
ſtates, p. 133. But it teaches them in all 
things, even in their Hoſpitalities, and Recre- 

ations, to aim at a Religious End, ibid. He 
that is Born again, will abaund in all proper 

- Inſtances of Love and Charity 'towards his 
| Brethren, p. 134. Self-Loye, which in a 
Natural State hinders the Love of our Neigh- 
bour, in a renewed State promotes it, ibid. 
Almlgiving conſidered as an Evidence of being 
Born again, | P..135. 


The ApPpLICATION to Four ſorts of 
X Perſons. 


I, To thoſe that are at eaſe, and think well 

of themſelves, altho their Tempers and 
Live: are quite contrary to the foregogug 
Account, p. 137---139, 2 


2. To 


The CONTENTS. 

2. To thoſe that are Content in being able to 
pick out, here and there, an Evidence for 
themſelves, when yet many things are 
wanting, to prove that they are ſavingly 
Rene wel, p. 140141. 


3. To thoſe that are truly Renewed, but yet 


uneaſie and perplexed about their State and 
Condition, be cauſe they cannot diſcover all 
the afore - menizoned Evidence: in them- 


ſelves, p. 14 144. 
The CONCLUSION. 


To thoſe Few, that may have the Comfort of 


diſcovering ſuch marks, in themſelves, as to 


know that they are Born again, p. 145. 


THE 


SEED” 


GREAT DocrRINE 
| OF BEING 


BORN AGAIN. 
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JOHN iii. 3. 
Verily, verily I ſay unto thee, Ex- 

cept a man be born again, he can- 


not ſee the Kingdom of God. ; 
INTRODUCTION. 


HE Conference berwixt our 
WR W SAVIOUR and Nicodemus, 
New 7 out of which theſe words 
9 8 5 are taken, has always been 
thought a very conſiderable, 
and by ſome, a very dark and my ſterious 
Part of Sacred Writ. Thoſe of: Nicodss 
mus's Temper and Sentiments, have bee 
Nas | realy, 


* 


— — [V 


. . 5 Ix T ROD ION. 3 
ready, in every Age, to fall in with his 
Conduct, and His 1 of Arguing: Whilſt 
© others, that have been more ne the In- 
fluence and Teaching of a Divine Spirit, 
have ſeen the Excellency and Importance 
of our Savrov R's Doctrine. 
The Time, in which this Ruler came 
to our Lo RD, was a very apt repreſenta- 
tion of his State. He came in the Night, 
and he appears to have been ſadly in the 
Dart as to what concerns the Go/pel Diſ- 
= * and his Salvation by it. 
1 ad been very much affected, it ſeems, 
with the mighty Works of our BLESSED 
LonRps; for, ſays he, no Man can do the 
Miracles-that thou doſt, except God be with 
im. But his Preaching and his words were 
very differently receiv'd : They were 
thought to be fo far from being Heavenly 
and Divine, that they were not recon- 
cCilable to common Senſe: How can theſe 
things be? 5 

I am afraid this is too much the Caſe of 
many in. our own Times: Who, while 
they acknowledge that JEsUs CHRIST 
is worthy to be own'd in the brighteſt 
Day, and before all the World, yet con- 
tent themſelves with ſome obſcure and 
partial Regards to him. How many are 
there, who profeſs to venerate him as a 
Tegcher ſent from God, that yet in this 


[ 
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ain, are perfect Strangers to him? 
Ian is Wor, inviting to be inſtrulted 
by him? They arecither cavilling againſt, 
or explaining away, the proper and ſpiri- 3 
_ tual Meaning of this Doctrine. X. 
Some alſo there are that have follow'd 
this Metaphor of the new Birth, with 
others of the like nature, ſo far, as to ren» - 
der it wholly myſtical and unintelligible z 
making no juſt Obſervations upon the 
more plain and expreſs Texts of Scripture, 
where, without Metaphors, the nature © 
Regeneration is ſet in a clearer Light. 
Such miſtaken ways of treating this 
Subject I ſhall endeavour to avoid. And- 
ſince our S Av IO R has ſummon'd ur 
Attention to what he here ſays, by pres - 
fixing a double Aſſeveration, to atteſt the 
Truth of it. Verily verily 1 ſay umu thee, 
Sc, I hope I need nor multiply words to” 
engage a ſerious Application of your Minds, 
to ſtudy, and make a right. Uſe of What 
ſhall now be laid before yo. 


„ © 
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n HAP be . 
Mherein this Doctrine of being Born 
| again, is carefully laid down. © 


WP. we read ſo peremptory a 
Determination, that zone ſhall 
| fee, or enter into, the Kingdom of God, 
4 but ſuch as are Born again; it is reaſon- 
able to expect, every Soul that has any 
hope or deſire of being ſaved, ſhould be 
put 3 the moſt ſollicitous Enquiries 
after the meaning and import of this Ex- 


» - 
Y 
. 


ſelf to give ſuch an Account of it, as that 


riſe ſeriouſly, may both be helped to 
underſtand, and experience, this /econd 
Birth: In doing this, I would aim at 
ins r, Informing the Mind, 

ru, Awak'ning and Convincing 
eee. 
„ ArTER TRHAr, Directing the Practice. 

AND FINALL V Scttling and Com- 

poſing the Spirit; by ſtating the Evi- 
- gdences of this mighty Change. 


* 
225 


In this Chapter I ſhall endeavour to 


a 


- ” Þ <6 
. Sas © bt £ oi 


preſſion. And therefore I ſhall ſet my 


anform-the Mind of the attentive Reader, 
giving him as clear and ſatisfying 


b 
Ti oughts as I can, of the nature of h 


every one, who reads the following Trea- 


What it is to be Born agam. 5 
It was ſomething of which Nicodemus, 
even as a Jew, and a Ruler in Ifrael, 

might be ſuppos'd to have a previous 
Knowledge; or at leaſt to have been ſuf- 
ficiently prepar'd for the reception of it: 
For otherwiſe our Saviour would not, 

in ſuch a manner as we find he does, have 
reprov'd his Ignorance and Slowneſs of 
„ - racy Art thou a Mafer of Iſrael, 

and knoweſt not theſe things? | 
The Writings of Moſes might inform 
him, — that when Man firſt came out of 
the Hands of his Maker, he had a Soul 
| breathed into him, by which he was ren- 
dred wiſer and more excellent than the 
Beaſts of the Earth; and from hence M- 
codemus might have concluded that the 
ſame Almighty Power could, by a ſarther 
Inſpiration and Influence, at pleaſure, raiſe 
Man to a higher and nobler State and Con- 
dition than that in which he now found 
himſelf, and the reſt of Mankincd. 
The writings of David, and the Prophets, 
do alſo deſcribe a Perlon's being brought 3 
into a State of Grace and Fayour with 
God, by having a clean Heart 
created in him, and a 8 Nfl. H s 
Heart given to him. And this R n ,, 
Was ſo particularly foretoſd ee OY 

of the Ge , Times, that it Paten * 
mitt be a ſtrange inadvertency in M! = 

1 5 n 8 . B 3 demus . 
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demus not to reflect on thoſe Paſſages, 
which in ſuch a likeneſs of Expreſſion, 
deſcribe the very fame Change that our 
S AIO UR here calls being a born a- Fs 
gain. | | 
But that which yet farther condemns 
this Jewiſh Ruler, was, (according to 
Dr. #hbitby,) a prevailing and common 
Nation amongſt the Jews, — that when 
any Man became a Pro/elyte to their Re- . 
hgion, He was to be look'd upon as an In- 
faut new born. 
© Theſe ſeveral things may, all of 'em, be 
very helpful to our underſtanding this 
Doctrine at preſent; and I would rather 
chooſe to look upon 'em with fuch a 
view, than as merely ſerving to aggra- 
vate the Fault of Nicodemus. 

From our Lozxp's explaining him- 
felf in this Matter, tis evident — that to 
be Born again includes ſomething both 
External, and Internal : Except a Man be 
born of Water and of the Spirit, be cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God. 

Now this being born of Vater, or 
made a Proſelyte by Baptiſm, was ſo in- 
telligible, that we find a bare mention of 

it is thought ſufficient. And however 
Men may value their outward Privileges, 
yet if theſe are reſted in, and the greate# 
-  . ſtreſs be laid where the Goſpel lays the 


leaſt, 


l % 8? 
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What it is to be Born again. 7 
leaſt, the Hopes and Pretenſions of ſuch 
will avail them very little. 

Tis a being Born of the Spirit that 
is chiefly inſiſted on: And without this 
none were to be look'd upon as Mem- 
bers of the Meſſiab's Kingdom, con- 
ſidered either as a Kingdom of Grace, or 
Glory. N 

I know not how we can better com- 


Poo all rhis in a few words, than 


y faying, with one of our Frng/ifh Ex- 
poſitors, — „“ He that will enter into 
te the State of the Goſpel, muſt be Bap- 
© tized; and He that will enter into 


2 State of Grace, and be fitted for Glo- 
« ry, muſt be Renewed.” Thus much 


is very plainly expreſs'd in the Epiſtle to 
Titus; According to his mercy he ſaved us 
by the waſhing of Regeneration, and renews 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt, Tit. iii. 5. = 
Ignorance of this Work of the Bleſſed 
SPIRIT, and a yain boaſting of Exter- 
nal Ordinances and Advantages, we have 
reaſon to fear, is the Ruin of multi- 
tudes, Hence it is that Men, who pro- 
feſs the Chriſtian Name, and are admit- 
ted into the Chriſtian Church, are yet 


"notorious for their ill Lives. And where- 


as, at firſt, it was the Glory of the Goſpel 
to change the worſt of Sinners; it is now 
_ "eproach'd by many, as patronizing even 
7 B 
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8 M hat it is to be Born again 
the , worſt of Crimes. Chriſtianity has 
ſometimes found Men in a State of Brutiſh ' 
ſenſuality ; but where it has ſavingly pre- 
vail'd, it has not left them in ſuch a Con- 
dition. Be not deceived, (ſays the Apoſt le 
to the Corinthians, ) neither Fornicators, 
nor Molaters, nor Adulterers - nor 
Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor 
Revilegs, nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit 
the Kingdom of God. And tho' it is ad- 
ded, /uchpere ſome of you; yet we ought 
carefully to obſerve the Change that 
was wrought in them; ge are waſhed, 
ve are ſanttified, ye are juſtified in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our 
God, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. : 
So that to be intereſted in this Work 
of the Spirit, is of the utmoſt Importance 
to us; and, in order to that, 'tis highly 
requiſite we ſhould have a right Notion ! 
and Underſtanding of it. I ſhall there- 
fore, according to the beſt and moſt 
regular Thoughts 1 have been able to 
form of this matter, explain it farther to 
you in the following Particulars, 


I. To be born again, is to have ſome- 
thing done in us, and for us, . which can- 
not be done by us. This is, beyond all 
Doubt and Controverſie, the plain ſenſe 
of Scripture. Leſs than this cannot Be 
8 e ee CE 


4 * 
w ied 
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meant, by thoſe many high Expreſſions 
which the Sacred Writers frequently 
ule : Such as, — being Created again in 
CurisrT JES Us, —and being made new 
Creatures ʒ being raiſed to newne/s of Life, 
even as CHRIT was raiſed from the 
dead by the Glory of the FATHER: ' So 
that adding theſe Expreſſions to this I 
am upon, a [being born again ; ] all laid to- 
2 muſt undoubtedly ſignify, That 
omething is effected for us, and wrought 
in us, which is intirely owing to the 
Power and Grace of G.. 

I ſhall ſpeedily endeavour to- guard 
againſt any Falſe and Ill Conſequences 
that Men may be tempted to draw from 
hence; but in the mean time it mult be 
maintain'd, — that Regeneration is the 
work of the HoLy SPIRIT. There is 
one Paſſage in the 1. of John's Goſpel, the 
13h, that does expreſſly deny any other 
Agency in this matter. Which were born, 
ſays the Evangeliſt, not of Blood, nor. of. 


the will of the Fleſh, nor of the will af 


Man, but of Gop. The meaning 'of 


that place is this: To become the Sans of © 
Gop, we muſt be born of Ho 


N 


that in ſuch a ſort as is not by Ble 
by any thing communicated to us in gur 
firſt Generation: — Nor according to the 


2 . 


12 Wil of the Fleſa z that is, any natural Ine 
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| 10 What it is to be Born again. 
clinations in our ſelves to what is Hol 
= and Godlike :—Nor of the Mill of Man; 
= that is, the Perſuaſions and Influence of 
\ 8 others like our felves: But it is wholly 
owing to the Agency and Grace of Gop. 
So in the 1 of James the 181b, we are 
told — that of his own Will begat he us. 
1 Theſe, with other places that 
; 1 Promiſe a new Heart; and 
that G Oo D will take away the fHony j 
Heart out of our Fleſh, and will give us * 
. Hearts of Fleſh ; and that 
[> gps He will put his fear into 
our Hearts, and write his 
Law in our inward parts; and the De- 
1 a claration, that it is not of 
=_— Rom. tt. 1% Fim that willeth, or of him 
| that runneth, but of God that ſheweth 
. mercy; Theſe, I ſay, and ſuch like Texts 
of Scripture, undoubtedly prove that | 
dhe Change, here called the Second Birth, 
ti 214. Wof Coy. 
| Prom hence therefore, before we ad- 
= yance any thing farther, we may draw 
f vis Conclufion :— That ſince ſomething is 
to he gone in us, and for us, which can- 
not be done by us, we ſhould be very ear- 
no and unwearied in our Applications to 
Y Gop for his Grace and Spirit. This is 
1 evidently the moſt natural and juſt way | 
io of arguing , however ſome Men may | 
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What it ir to be Born again. 11 
indulge to the quite contrary. There 
is certainly an awkwardne/5 in Thinking, 
as well as Acting. And when this is en- 
couraged by a flothful Temper, or a 
Prejudice againſt any particular Set of 
Men, and their Opinions; or when it is 
ſupported and improved by the ſugge- 
ſtions of the Devil, it is hardly to be 
rectified. For otherwiſe one would think 
it impoſſible that ever the Metaphors —of 
being Created a-new, — raiſed to newneſs. 
of Life, —and being born again, ſhould be 


pleaded by Men, as if they were literally 


to be underſtood: Which is downright 
to ſay that an Unregenerate Man has no 
Reaſon, no Life, no Being. The ſame 
Almighty Power and Efficacy by which 
we were made at firſt, and ſhall be raiſed 
at laſt, is undoubredly neceſſary to our 
Renovation at preſent: But then upon 
a Conviction of this, we ſhould, with the 
greateſt Concern, apply our ſelves to 
Him who has this All- ſufficient Power 
and Grace. Thus we are wont to do in 
other caſes where our Intereſt is concern- 
ed; to be very earneſt in ſolliciting ſuch, 


as have it in their Power to do that for 


us, which we are not able to do for our 

ſelves. And this is what the Sacred 
Scriptures every where require, and that 
in the plaineſt * in the Caſe of 
. 6 
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Regeneration; as I ſhal have, occaſion 
o.thew' more fully at the. cloſe, of this 
aer, node im t an (have 55 


$50.6 ate vet bonne: 
II. That which is done in us and for 
us when we are ſaid to be born again, I 
take to be this; the infuſing, of ſome inward 
Hrinciple of Life and Adtiun, to which we 
are naturally Strangers; and by communi- 
cating of which, ſuch à Life begins as ſhall 
laſs for ever. There is ſomething, which 
ſo far prevails over all the Powers, De- 
fires and Reliſhes of the Senlitiye and 
Animal Nature, as to bring it into a thoro' 
Sobjes Jence 

is, that a Man finds his corrupt Inclina- 


fectually kept under, by ſomething within 


he therefore acts under the controlling 


And if any Man that reads this, think it 
unintelligible, I can only aſſure him in the 
Words of our SaviouR, toward the cloſe 
of his Conference with Nicodemus; veri- 
ly, verily we ſpeak that we do know, and 


nerate 


-» 


ion and Suhſerviency. Hence it 


tions as powerfully croſs'd, and as ef- 


himſelf, as if he was debating the Matter 
with a Being different from himſelf. And 


Power of ſomething Superiour to himſelt. 


teſtiſy that we bave ſeen, and ye receive not 
our Witneſs. Our Saviour knew it, by 
Intuition, and Obſervation of what was 
done upon others: Thoſe. that are Rege- 


us ak”. 
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nerate know it by Experience of what has 
been done in themſelves: And, however 
thoſe that are Strangers to this Work of 
Grace, may refuſe to receive the Witneſs, 
yet it is nevertheleſs true and real. | 
This Principle of a new Life, I have 
ſaid. is infus'd into us, that it may be 
ſought for, and eſteem'd as ſomething, ſu- 
pernatural. It is not only a Habit of the 
Mind, but the Spring and Cauſe of every 
good and gracious Habit in us. From 
hence, probably, a Principle of Grace is 
called the Root of the Matter; to ſignify. 
to us, among other things, that it is real; 
ly different from the Soil in which it is 
planted: And that it is ſomething brought 
to us by a Divine Hand. Tis a Root that 
would otherwiſe have remained foreign 
to our Nature, and we ſhould for ever 
have been barren, and deſtitute. of thoſe 
Fruits that are the Product of it. 

I have choſen to ſay. farther, that by 
communicating this Principle of Grace, ſuch 
a Life begins as ſhall lag for ever, to put, 
you upon obſerving this very comfortable, 
Propriety in the uſe of this Metaphor of 
being born again; namely, our entring 
into ſuch a State of Being, as much ber, 
ter deſerves the Name ot Life, than that 
which we are born to in this World. In 
our Firſt Birth, we, are born to die; in 

| our 
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our Second, we are born to live for ever. 
In our Firſt Birth we enter upon à man- 
ner of Exiſtence ſuited to a changeable 
and periſhing State of Things: In our 


Second Birth we begin a manner of living 


ſuited to an eternal Duration and Happi- 
neſs. As, therefore, the new Life which 
hereby we receive will ſurvive the for- 
mer, the Commencement of it is very fit- 
ly called a new Birth. EY 


There are 29s Concluſions I would draw 
from hence, for the better and fuller ſet- 
tling of this Point. N 

r. If there be ſuch an inward Principle 
of Life and Action communicated in our 
Regeneration, it will follow that a mere 
outward Change, and altering the Courſe of 
our Lives, is not ſufficient to a Perſon's 
being born again. Tis poſhble, a Man 
may be reclaim'd from a looſe and vicious 
way of living, only by external Motives 
and Inducements: or, by changing open 

and nororious Sins, for more A and 
concealed ones; there may be a /eeming 
Alteration, when there is not a real one : 
Or one Vice, it may be, is forſaken, in 
order to fall into another: Or Men may 
be wearied out with their Sins; and 
ſo are not 6 faid to leave them, 
but to ont-live them. However this is 
* certain, 


* 
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certain, That a civil outward Deportment 
may be maintain'd, where there is nothing 
of the Power of Religion at the Heart. 
For ſo the Apoſtle Paul tells us, (who was 
far from ma * any thing in himſelf 
before his Converſion,) that as touching 
the Law, meaning the outward Obſer- 
vance of it, he was blameleſs. 
So that we have abundant 
Reaſon to keep up the Diſtinction, be- 
twixt Reſtraining, and Renewing Grace. 

2. If it be only a new Principle of 
Life and Action that is infus'd in Regene- 
ration, it will follow, That the new Birth: 
does not give us new, and different natural 


Phil. iii, 6. 


Powers, and Faculties, from thoſe which we 


had before. As we have the ſame Bodies 
and bodily Organs; ſo we have alſo the 
ſame Souls, and intellectual Faculties, that 
we had in our natural State. *Tis certain, 
that a Change very great paſſes upon us; 
but then it 1s as certain, that we remain phy- 
fically the ſame afterwards: That is, the 
Principle of Life and Action which is in- 
fus'd into us, new models our Souls, our 


Tempers, and the whole of our Behavi- 


our; bur it does not alter our Make as to 


any eſſential part of us. As we have the 


fame Eyes, Ears and Senſes ; fo we have 
alſo the ſame Underſtanding, Will, and 
Affections, that we had in an Unregene- 
| | Tate 
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rate State: But theſe are all differently 
uſed and employ'd, to what they were be- 
fore. And the Change is great enough, 
to ſupport me in what I have farther to 
advance, under another Head of Explica- 
tion; to which I haſten, 
III. When we are thus ſaid to be born 
again, We do as truly become new Crea- 
tures, as if. we could in a natural Senſe be 
boru afreſh, or had other kind of Beings 
given to us. There needs no more than 
the different Uſe and Exerciſe, of the ſame 
realonable Powers, to make us either as 
Brutes, or as Angels. And indeed the 
Change would not be ſo great, to ſee a 
Clod of Earth 4 into a Star; (ſince 
we know that an Earthly Body can reflect 
the Rays of the Sun;) as to ſee, a poor 
brutiſh Sinner become a Saint, ſhining 
with all the radiant Graces of a Chriſtian, 
and ripening for Glory. 
Such is the Change, that is made by 
the Grace and Spirit of Gop in the ew. 
Birth, that it very much reſembles the 
firſt Creation of this viſible World; 
wherein Light was brought out of Dark- 
neſs, and Beauty out of Deformity, and 
Harmony out of Confuſion. For ſo the 
Mind, in Regeneration, is enlightned; 
and all its jarring diſorderly Paſſions and 
„ 4 Affections, 
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Affections, are brought under Rule and 
Government. Thoſe Powers and Capa- 
cities, that lay wholly unexercis'd and un- 
active, are now taught to exert them- 
ſelves: And thoſe that were buſied in a 
fruitleſs, or a hurtful manner, now are 
exalted to the moſt uſeful and comforta- 
ble Employments. In the Apoſtles com- 
prehenſive Language, all old things are pa f- 
[ed away, and all things are become new. 
The Diſtinction, indeed, between the 
Regenerate and Unregenerate, is not at 
WT viſible enough, to convince the 
orld of common Spectators, that it is 
ſo great as really it is: But at the Day of 
Judgment, when thoſe things that are 
now hid ſhall be revealed, the Difference 
ſhall be manifeſted to all. He that looks 
only on the rough Surface of the Seas, 
and obſerves the Mire and Dirt which is 
caſt out by its Waves, may imagine there 
is nothing amiable or deſirable in. it: 
But he that has dived to its bottom, and 
diſcovered the Jewels and Treaſures that 
lie buried there, will form a very diffe- 
rent Judgment. The Man that is renew- 
ed, is greatly enriched by the Giſts, and 
Graces, of the Spirit of God; hut yet there 
may be no Beauty, or Excellency, that 
ſhall appear to ſuch as look no farther thay 
the outſide, and obſerve only the Corrup- 
Titer tions 
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tions that ariſe in his outward Actions and 
Converſation: But when Things, that 
now/lie hid, ſhall be diſcovered, it will be 
quite otherwiſe. Hence it is that we read 
ſo oſten in Scripture of the World's not 
knowing ſuch as belong to CurisT: And 
St. 7obn, ſpeaking to thoſe that were now 
the Sons of Go p, adds, that 
John ij. z. it does not yet appear what - 
we ſhall be. : 
This, however, muſt be maintain'd ; 
That, where things are ſpiritually difcern- 
ed, and where there is a cloſe and ſtrict 
Enquiry into the Character of him that is 
faid to be born again, he does appear even 
at preſent more excellent than his Neighbour z 
and ſuch a one knows himſelf, to be quite 
another Perſon, than he was in his firft 
and natural State. He has a new Image 
and Likeneſs ſtamp'd upon him, which 
grows more and more viſible, both to him- 
1elf, and all about him : His Behaviour and 
Converſation will be ſuch, as to ſhew forth 
the Virtues, and Excellencies, of Him who 
bath called him. | 


No from this Head two things are 
plainly deducible. 

I. That a pretended Honouring the Grace 
of God, and a preſumptuous Confidence in it, 
while Men go on in their Sins, will by 10 
| | | | means 


What it is to be Born again. 19 


means argue that they are in a State of Grace. 
Mens changing their Opinions, or getting 
new Notions in Religion, will not prove 
that they are horn again, if their Lives and 
Actions be not changed, ſo as to render 
them quite other Perſons than they were 
in their natural corrupt State. This is ſo 
obvious, that I ſhould not fo much as have 
mentioned it, had I not met with Inſtances 
of Thoſe, who have pretended to talk of 
Free Grace art fuch a rate, as if they hop'd 
to be /aved by it, when they were utter 
Strangers to the Renewing Power of it. 
And ſome there are, who have diſtinguiſh'd 
themſelves by a Sett of Principles, where- 
by they pretend to magnify the Riches of 
God's Grace in its abounding toward them, 
when at the ſame time it has no ſuitable Ef- 
fect and Influence pon them. As if, by a 
Decree in their Favour, God had engag'd 
himſelf, at all Adventures, to bring em 
to Heaven, whether they were . Fit 
for it or not: Or as it they thought mira- 
culous Grace wonld prepare *em for it 
ſome new way, and not by the ordinar 

appointed Means of the Goſpel. For, + 
they would receive the Aſſurances of 
Grace as they are ſettled in the Goſpel, 
they would never pretend to an Intereſt 
in the Lorpd J=svs CHRIS r, without 
fuch a Change as I am ſpeaking of: Since 
We "tis 
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tis as expreſs as Words can make it, 
2 Cor. v. 1% any Man be in Carisr, be 

is a new Creature. Thoſe 
Perſons, then, will find themſelves miſe- 
rably miſtaken,, who, inſtead of being 
really changed, truſt to ſome ineffectual 
Speculations; Theſe will not avail them at 
aſt, how much ſoever at preſent they may 
be pleas'd with them, or how zealous ſo- 
ever they may appear for them. 

2. For the ſame Reaſon it will alſo fol- 
low, — That no Gifts or Attainments, how 
great and eminent ſoever they be, will 
paſs for this new Birth, if there be not a 
new Life, Judas, with all his Gifts, was 
a Loſt Man. Simon Magus, not with- 
ſtanding all the Wonders, which Hiſto- 
Ty ſays, he wrought, yet had neither 
part, nor lot in this matter; 
his Heart and Life being 
unchanged and unrenewed. What the 
Apoſtle ſays of Charity, muſt be ſaid of 
this Change; tho' I had all 
Languages that have been 
ſpoken by Men, yea tho' I 
had the Tongue of an Angel; and with 
theſe the intellectual Abilities of Men and 
Angels too; tho' I could underſtand all 
Mpfteries and Sciences; tho' 1 had the 
Faith of ſuch as could work Miracles; or 
Was ready to impoveriſh my ſelf in ue 
4 Hs 


| Ads viii. 21. 


G T'Cop X il. be- 
ing. 
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Alms to the Poor; yea tho' I might give 
my Body to be burned, as a Martyr to the 
beſt Cauſe in the World; yet if I am 
not a new Creature, all will avail me 
nothing. I heartily wiſh that ſuch, as 
are valuing themſelves upon their attain- 
. ments in human Learning, or upon their 
outward Profeſſion of Religion, and their 
Sufferings in common with others on 
account of their Profeſſion, would al- 
low themſelves to enter into ſuch a way 
of Thinking as this. And whilit ſome 
are valuing themſelves upon their Con- 
formiry to the National Church; and 
others upon their ſtrict Adherence to 
what they apprehend the purer Worſhip 
and Appointments of the Goſpel; it were 
well it both would lay to Heart ſuch a 
Text as that, — neither Circumciſion avail- 
eth any thing, nor Uncircumciſion, out @' 
new Creature, Gal. vi. 15. 


IV. This being born again, is in ſome” 
reſpect like our being born at firſt, Inſtan- 
taneous and Perfect; but, in other reſpetts, 
Regeneration may be look'd upon as Era- 
dual and Progreſſive. . When firſt a Man 
is ſaid to be born from above, he has 
every-Principle, of Grace and Goodneſs, 
that is neceſſary to conſtitute him a 
Child of God: Tho' as yet all is but in 

1 364.4 min- 
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miniature, and very inconſiderable, com- 
ed with what it-may, in time, grow 
to. The new. Creature is form'd, not 
like a Statue, in the making of which 
one Limb or Feature may be carv'd out 
and compleated, whilſt all the reſt lie- 
Shapeleſs, and in the rough Stone; but 
tis form'd like a Child that is born into 
the World, which has all the Parts of 
the human Body at firſt, tho' very ſmall 
and little, and muſt have time to grow to 
their full Size and Perfection. Thoſe 
that-are born of the Spirit, have the Di- 
vine Image and Likeneſs, as to every Eſ- 
ſential- part, drawn upon the Soul ; but 
yet they are capable of continual Im- 
provements, till they become Perfect, as 
their Father which is in Heaven is perfect. 
Hence is is that the Apoſtle teaches 
us, by his own Example, not to take up 
an Opinion of our ſelves that our Attain- 
ments are ſufficient as ſoon as we are 
thus renewed.: Tho' we could fay, with 
him, that what' things formerly were Gain 
to us, thoſe we now count Loſs for CurisT 
yea, that we are ſo much altered from 
what we. were in our natural State] that 
we count all things, | even the beſt and 
greateſt in this World] zt loſs for the 
i Excellency of the Knowledge 
„ -CuRisr [P's vs o. 
Lonp; 
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Lorn; yet we are not to look upon 
our ſelves as already perfett But this we 
are farther to do, forgetting „ 
the Things that are behind, EL 
to reach forth unto thoſe things which are 
before. And another Apoſtle calls upon us, 
to grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge 


of our Lord and Saviour JesUs CHRIST, 
2 Per. lii. 18. A 


[ 
| 
1 
| 


This, I thought it proper to make a 
diſtin&t Head, tor the ſake of theſe 7s 
Concluſions. | 
1. There can be no State betwixt that, 
of tbe Regenerate, and the Unregenerate. 
Whatever Preparations there may be for 
ſuch a Change, yet theſe are certainly to 
be diſtinguiſfi d from the Change ir ſelf. 
All Men are either born again, or not; 
there is no middle State that can be al- 
lowed: For that would infer, if any died 
in ſuch a State, that they were diſpoſed 
of accordingly in the other World; and 
appointed to ſome intermediate Place be- 
twixt Heaven and Hell. Which is a 
Notion I need not ſtay to expoſe. There? 
is ſomething of more immediate Cone 
quence to be guarded againſt, which I 
had chiefly in my Eye, upon the men- 
tion of this Head; namely, to prevent 
Nliens taking up with any of thoſe things 
„ that 


„„ 


W Lis 


* 3 


24 What it is to be Born again. 
that are preparatory to this neu Birth, 
as if they were really to paſs for it. 
Hence it is, that many have been (carry'd 
into very ſad and deſtructive Miſtakes; 
who have imagin'd, that ſome ſhort- 
liv'd Conviftions, and ineffectual Purpo- 
ſes and Reſolutions might paſs for this 
Change; or that ſome partial regards to 
their Duty, which have ariſen from their 
firſt ſerious Impreſſions, have been ſuffi- 
cient to denominate them new Creatures. 
And ſo reſting in what has been only pre- 
paratory, they have at laſt fall'n even 
from 7hat. | 4 
2. There may be ſuch as are traly Re- 
generate and born again, that are yet very 
weak in Grace, and very little in their 
Spiritual Stature. *Tis poſſible ſuch a 
change may be wrought upon Men, when 
yet the Infant State of the new Creature 
may hardly diſcover that it is ſo. How- 
ever if any Man be really paſs'd from 
Death to Life, this Life will ſhew it 
ſelf b | rowin Ver da more vi e 
rous — err And if 3 1 
paſs'd from Darkneſs to Light, this 
Light, tho' very dim at preſent , will 
ſpine more and more unto a 
pPeerfect Day. But for this 
Reaſon we ſhould not rely on any thing 
that has been done for us, ſo as to grow. 
23 ſecure, 


Prov. iv. 18. 
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ſecure, or negligent, upon an apprehen- 
ſion that all is ſafe and well: For if 
what has been wrought in us be indeed 
of Go p, it will be continually advan- 
cing _ it — 1 to e As for 
God, his Work is perfect. 7 

This Work of our Regene- . 
ration is ſo Perfect. At firſt, in every eſ- 


ſential part; and therefore fixes in us a 


regard to all God's Commandments : And 
perfect at laſt, in every attainable Degree, 
and therefore makes our Growth and Im- 
provement neceſſary. 


V. This Change which is called the 
new Birth, may be, and commonly is, ef- 
fedted, by the outward means of Grace. 
For as in this 34 of John we are ſaid to 
be born of the Spirit; fo, in the Epiſtle of 
James, Regeneration is aſcribed to the 


Mord of GO p. And in the former 
place we read of being born of Water, 


[that is by Bapti/m | as well as the Spi- 
rit. Tis certain, that outward Ordi- 
nances and Appointments are, of them- 
ſelves, inſufficient to produce ſuch an 
Effect; but it is as certain, from the 
whole Current of Scripture, that the 
Seintr of Go p does make uſe of 


ſuch means, and ordinarily Renew the 


Heart in and by theſe. 12047791 
Klee C There 
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There have been, indeed, miraculous 


Productions of this kind; and G o Þ has 
ſometimes manifeſted himſelf to thoſe 


that enquired not after him; yea, to thoſe 


who, with a Perſecuting Blaſphemous 


Temper of Mind, have ſet themſelves 


againſt him: But ſuch Caſes are to be 


look'd upon, juſt in the ſame manner as 
we do upon. the miraculous Cure of 
Diſeaſes; or a miraculous ſupply of bo- 
dily Wants, which ſome, upon Extraor- 
dinary Occaſions have obtained. Such 
Miracles, both ot Grace, and Providence, 
were neceſſary to the firſt Sertling of 
Chriſtianity in the World : And they 
may be wrought whenever, and where- 
ever, it pleaſes Go p ſuddenly to reftore, 
and advance the Credit of decay'd Reli- 
gion. But I think theſe Caſes ſhould 
no more be taken into our common ac- 


counts of Regeneration, than the Re- 


moving of the moſt inveterate Diſtem- 
rs with a word, or the feeding of five 
Thouſand with five Loaves and two Fiſhes, 
are to be taken into the uſual Method of 
healing our Diſeaſes, or providing our 
daily Bread. as Tt. 
That Man would certainly be ac- 
counted very inconſiderate, and vain in 
his Expectations, that ſhould fic ſtill and 
refuſe to ſeck after and provide his ne- 


ceſſary 
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ceſſary Food, becauſe he reads that Eli- 


jah was fed by Ravens, and thar the 


Clouds rain'd down Manna on the Iſrael- 
ites. And is it not every whit as wild 
and unjuſtifiable, for Men to neglect the 
means of Grace, and expect to be con- 
verted by ſome miraculous Appearance of 
CHRIST from Heaven, becauſe the 
Apoſtle Paul was {o? or to promiſe them- 
ſelves: that they ſhall be renewed d- 
denly on their Death-Bed, becauſe the 


Thief on the Cro/s was favingly changed 
in his laſt Moments? 


He that can be ſo wretchedly miſled, 
as in this laſt Cafe, may as well advance 
one ſtep farther z and promiſe himſelf, 
that he ſhall go to Heaven without "Fs 
ing Death, becaule he reads of One, that 
in a fiery Chariot was taken up thither : 
Yea, I will venture to ſay, that, on this 


account, he has more reaſon to expect a 
Tranſlation, than he has to lock for 


ſuch. a miraculous Renovation: Becauſe 


he has 7wo Inſtances of Perſons being 
taken to Heaven without Dying (viz. 


Enoch and Elias; ) but he has _ one 


Inſtance in the whole Bible, of a Con- 
verſion ſo extraordinary AS and of the 


Crecifie Malefattor . | 

Let the New Birth I hve: been ex- 

kinn, be look'd upon, then, as a 
C 2 Change 
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Change that is 1 wrought, by 
the outward and ordinary Means of 
Grace. And let it be conſidered, that 
there is no caſe in which thoſe Means 
would fail of obtaining ſuch an End, 
could we procure the Bleſſing of Go 
in, and with them. 


From hence we may fafely Con- 
clude, "= : 

1. That Men ought to apply themſelves, 
with great Diligence, to theſe appointed 
Means. As we learn from what has been 
ſaid, that none ſhould encourage them- 
ſelves to hops for Extraordinary Grace, 
in the neglect of the common and ordi- 
nary Method of Salvation; ſo no Man 
can reaſonably hearken ro Deſpondent 
Thoughts, whilſt he does, in a way 
of Duty, cry to God for Renewing Grace 
and _— What Means are to be 
uſed, and what Method we are to take in 
our Applications to God, I ſhall lay be- 
fore you in the 34 Chapter My Bu- 
ſineſs here, is only to eſtabliſh this Con- 
cluſion, — That we ought to look upon 
the new Birth, as a Change that may be 
_ attained by us; and ſo to ſeek after it with 
ſuitable Concern and Diligence. 
And if this was not really the Caſe, 
Wherefore ſhould God call upon thoſe 
| that 
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that are in a State of Corruption, to 
caſt away from them all their Tranſgre/- 
fions, and to make em new | 
Hearts, and new Spirits ? 
Wherefore ſhould he declare with fo 
much Solemnity, As live I have no 
pleaſure in the Death of the 1 
Micled, but that the wicked L. x. 
turn from his way and live? And then 
wherefore ſhould he call after Sinners- 
with ſo much Importunity, Turn ye, 
Turn ye, for why will ye die? where- 
fore ſhould our Saviour put Men upon 
ſtriving to enter in at the ſtrait Gate? 
And bid us ask, ſeek, and 
knock, aſſuring us, that God 
gives the Spirit to them that 
believingly and importunate- 
ly as him? wherefore ſhould one Apoſtle 
urge us to work out our ſalva- 
tion with fear and trembling ? 
and another to draw nigh to 
God, as one that is willing 
and ready to draw nigh to us? Where- 
fore, I ſay, ſhould theſe Scriptures, 'and 
many others of the like Import, ſpeak to 
us in ſuch a manner, if the Change I 
have deſcribed, were not attainable in 
the ule of ordinary Means. 

But poflibly it may be ſaid, can a 
Man do any thing towards his own Birth, 

; C3 or 


Matth. vii. 7. 


Luke xi. 13. 


Philip, ii. 12. 


Jam, iv. 8. 
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or Creation, or Reſurrection, by all which 
this Change is deſcribed? To this I do 
readily anſwer, that we are actually called 
kol. v 1. upon ſo to do. Awake thou 
pie *'® that ſſeepeſt, and ariſe from 
the Dead; and CuRis mT hall give thee 
Life. Metaphors are generally made 
uſe of, in Scripture, with ſome one con- 
ſiderable view; and to give light in ſome 
particular Matter, for the fake of which 
they are produc'd; but it is a manifeſt 
wrong to the Deſign of em, to ſtretch 
'em to every thing which a brisk and 
warm Imagination may ſuggeſt. Sup- 
poſe, as to this very Point, that you ex- 
plain a Man's being Dead in Sin, to ſig- 
nifie his being able to do no more, than a 
Man naturally dead, is, to revive himſelf: 
When you have done ſo, carry this ex- 
plication of the Metaphor to another 
Text, and ſee how far it is from being 
true .and agreeable there. Such as are 
alive to God, are ſaid to be 
| dead to Sin, which accord- 
ing to the Senſe juſt mention'd, muſt 
denote — that ſuch are no more able to 
do a ſinful Action, than a dead Body is to 
move or ſtir, And if there are any that 
will not own this to be a falſhood, they 


muſt blot that Text out of the Bible, 
| There 


Rom. vi. 2. 
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There is not a juſt Man upon reef. „ 
Karth that doth good, and 3 
finneth not : And at the ſame time, they 
muſt talk againſt all the Obſeryarion and 
Experience in the World. 

But, dropping all Metaphors, it is 
farther objected againſt rhe plain and 
expreſs Scriptures I have quoted, — That 
our SAVIOUR tells us plainly, whilſt 
there are many that ſtrive to enter in at 
the ſtrait Gate, yet there are few that 
hnd it: And again he ſays expreſly, hat 
no Man can come unto him 
except the Father draw him : 
And the Apoſtle tells us that it is God 
who worketh in us, both to will, and to do, 
of his own good pleaſure. 

To which I think the Anſwer is very 
obvious. When theſe and the forego- 
ing places are compared together, they 
amount evidently to this, and no more; 
e muſt work, becauſe Gop works in 
4s, and with us; we mult go to CHRIS 
by the Grace of Gop afſifling and ena- 
bling us; and we muſt firive in a belie- 
ving expectation of Go D's: accompliſh- 
ing our Deſires; becauſe thoſe that have 
made Attempts, without this . $463 
dence on him, and Help from him, have 
been diſappointed and batfled. And that 
leads to a 


John vi. 44. 


C 4 2. Con- | 
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2. Concluſion, That for the Succeſs of 
all Means, and the effefting this happy 
Change of the new Birth, our Reliance 
muſt be on GO p, and him alone. We 
muſt make the beſt w/e we can of all 
outward Helps and Advantages; bur we 
muſt not Tr#/} to theſe: *Tis Gor alone 
that can give a Principle of new Life; 
(concerning which I have ſpoken very 
fully in the beginning of this Diſcourſe) 
and therefore we ſhould take care to fix 
all our Hope on him. Grace is the Gift 
of Go p, as well as Glory; and ſhould be 
- ſought for and eſteemed as a Git, in 
what way ſocver it may be beſtowed. If 
any Means had been ſufficient, of them- 
ſelves, to work ſuch a Change in Men, it 
muſt have been the Preaching and Mira- 
cles of JESUS CHRIST when he was 
here upon Earth; and yet we find, Thoſe 
that allowed Him to ſpeak as never Man 
ſpake; and were ſenſible that he pro- 
ved his words by ſuch Horks as never 
Man did; notwithſtanding ſuch Convi- 
ctions, turned away from him and for- 
ſook him. But afterwards, when Gop 
ſent his SpIRIT to work upon the Hearts 
of Men, in and with the en of 
the Golſpel, we read of Thouſands Con- 


verted at a time. Vea thoſe very Admini- 


ſtrations, which Men of Wit and Learn 
ing 


for thou art the Lo RD our 
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ing have ſcorn'd and derided, have yet, 
by the mighty Power of Go p, produ- 
ced ſuch Effects as the wiſeſt and greateſt 
might be glad to own. | 

To ſumm up all therefore in a little; 
we are taught to pray, Turn us, O Lo RD! 
and then we ſhall be turned, 

Lam. v. 21. 
Gop. And the more I am convinced, 
that this Change is of Gop; the more: 
earneſtly, and importunately, ſhould I cry 
unto Him, that. performeth all things for 
me. 
Here, Reader! ſtay a while: Review 
the Heads of what thou halt. been read- 
ing; And ſay, if thou canſt, that this 
Doctrine of the new Birth is a Doctrine 
not to be underſtood. I am very ſenſible 
indeed, that after all my Care to explain 
it, in the moſt orderly, and affecting man- 
ner I could; yet it the Good Spirit of 
G o D is not pleafed to give thee a 
diſcerning Mind, and if he does- not 
open thine Eyes to ſee the Evidence and: 
Importance of what has been ſuggeſted: 
to thee, it will be of very little ſervice, 
But if Go does graciouſly concur with 
theſe Endeavours, He can render them 
as uſeful to Thee, as they have been to 


ſome others: And however inconſiderable 


C ; ; they» 
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they may ſeem in themſelves, this will 
ſtamp a valuc upon them. 
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«© Thus may it pleaſe thee, O Father 
of Lights! to Enlighteen thoſe that fit 
in Darkneſs, and in the Region of the 
Shadow of Death: Give them the- 
Knowledge of Salvation, for the Re- 
miſſion of their Sins; and ſo let the 
Day-ſpring from on High viſit their 
Souls. One Ray from thee, bleſſed 
Gop! would make Day in the moſt 
benighted Breaſt. Be thou, there- 
fore, the Teacher of thoſe that are 
et ignorant of. 'Thee, and of their 
Way to thee; And bring them, out of 
their natural and ſinful Darkneſs, into 
thy marvellous Light. | 


CHAP II. 


herein tis prov'd, that to be 
Born again, is neceſſary to Sal- 
vation. | | 


Had thought, after the Explaining of 

this Change, which our SAviouR. 
calls a being Born again, to have added 
next, the Means of attaining it: Burt 

when I conſider'd, how little agreeable 

what is advanced would be, to the Taſte 

of the preſent Age; and that, in the 

Preaching on this Subject, I had met 
with a very cold Reception, from ſuch as 
I was particularly deſirous to have made 
ſome good Impreſſions upon; it then 

appeared highly requiſite, immediately 

to prove the Importance and Neceſſity of 
this Doctrine of the e Birth. 

And could I now ſpeak with a Voice 
that ſhould reach the whole W orld,I would; 
proclaim it, — © That whatever Nation 
“ Men are of, or whatever Party they 
ce belong to, and whatever their Figure, 
or Characters may be, here on Earth, 
Except they be born again, they ſhall not, 
1 « ſee the Kingdom of GOD. And 'tis at 

thy Peril, Man] whoever thou art thar 
[1 ony heareſt 


| 
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heareſt or readeſt theſe Words, if thou 
dareſt to ſhew a diſguſt, or even a diſre- 
gard to them. This Text ſtands in thy 
Bible, as with a Hand pointing to it 
and a double Seal | verily, verily | ſet 
upon it; that declares it one of the un- 


faneneſ5 of the World, or the vain Reli- 
gion of the World, ſuggeſt what they will; 
if thou art not Born again, thou art not 
in a State of Salvation. 

Our Saviour's Words are very Poſi- 
tive, and they are very Plain too. 

Seeing and Enjoying Gop, ſeeing and en- 
/tring into his Kingdom, are in Scripture 
Language the ſame thing: And the King- 
dom of GOD, you know, is frequent] 
to be underſtood of the Go/pel State, or 
the Kingdom of Grace; and alſo of the 


Ty. So that the full Meaning of our 
LoRp's Aſſertion muſt be this; — Except 
a Man be born again, he cannot be ac- 
counted a True Chriſtian in this Worla, 
—or be admitted into the Society of the 
Bleſſed Spirits above. 


diſtinctly to prove. O that I might 
hope for ſuch Succeſs in this Attempr, 
as that none, who read or hear what I 


with 


alterable Edifts of Heaven. Let the Pro- 


Heaven) State, or the Kingdom of Glo- 


Theſe two things I ſhall ſet my ſelf 


have to ſay, might deceive themſelves 
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with a Falſe Name, or a Falſe Hope; (that 
is, calling themſelves Chriſtians, or ex- 


pecting the Happineſs of ſuch;) whilſt 
they are Strangers to this ew Birth / 


I. I ſhalt eſtabliſh the Truth of this 
Aſſertion, —That no Man, can be à real 
Chriſtian, except he be thus Changed and 
Renewed. For | 

1. Without this, there cannot be an ac- 
cepting of JIxsus CHRIST, as our Teacher 
and Inſtructor. Tis mockery to call him 
| our Maſter, or Leader, if we are not wil- 
ling to be Taught by him. And ”tis in 
vain that we profeſs to receive /ome things 
| from him, if we do not ſubſcribe to the 
[ whole of his Inſtructions and Revelati- 
| ons. Now then, conſider it; —our Sa- 
| VIOUR inſiſts upon this as the h thing, 
| to be learnt and underitood by Nicode- 
mus, when he addrets'd him as. a Teacher 
| come from Go. It is a matter of ſuch. 
| Importance, in our profeſſing Chriſtiani- 
1 ty, to be born again; that, tis neceſſa- 
ry to prepare us, for the Reception of 
all the other Doctrines of the Gotpel. If 
the natural Pride, Senſuality, and Hard- 
neſs, of our Hearts be not removed, we 
ſhall never be brought to a right under- 
ſtanding of the Method of Salvation by 
a Redecmer ; nor to a due ſubmiſſion to 


4 
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the diſpoſals of Providence; nor indeed 
to any regular ſubjection to the Father of 
Spirits, ſo as to have a juſt and prevail- 
ing Senſe of our Obligations to him. 
However therefore, Men may comple- 
ment CHRIST, by calling him MasTer 
and LorD; or rather think to do ho- 
nour to themſelves, by profeſſing to be 


to make void the whole Goſpel ?: and to 
weaken the force of every other Doctrine, 
ſo as to hinder its proper Influence upon us? 

To this, undoubredly to this, is ow- 
ing the Unſucceſsfulneſs of Preaching, in 
a great meaſure, at this Day: Tho” the 
other Doctrines of the Goſpel may be 
ſet in the cleareſt Light; tho' Holineſs, 


with great warmth and ſeriouſneſs, and 
with thoſe. Arguments that one: would 
think irreſiſtible; yet we find, that the 
Knowledge of Men, and their ſtrongeſt. 
Convictions, in many Caſes, . ſerve only 
to condems, not to ſanctify or refarm 
them. How many are there Wwho can 


their Creed; and are. convinced, it is their: 


his Followers and Diſciples; yet in truth 
and reality they reject him, when they 
diſregard a Doctrine, that He has made 
the Leading and Principal one, in his 
Religion. What is this, but, in effect, 


in its ſeveral Branches, may be preſs'd 


readily rehearſe the ſeveral Articles of 


; 
Þ 
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Duty to obſerve God's Commandments ; 


who, for all this, live and act juſt as 


Men would do, that believed and. ac-- 
knowledged no ſuch * W herecas- 


if Men were thoroughly inſtructed, con- 
cerning the Neceſſity of their being Born 
again; and were taught to conceive a- 
right, of a Principle of new Life being 
derived from above; and would be per- 
ſuaded, in the firſt and chief place, to ſeek 
for the Renewing: Converting Influences 
of the Bleſſed SpiriT;. all other Mat- 
ters, both of Faith, and Practice, would 
then become intelligible, affecting, and 
eaſie: And the whole Scheme of Chri- 


ſtianity would appear, a quite different 


thing, to what 'tis generally eſteem'd. 
But, without this, we cannot be ſaid to 
receive CHRisT, as our Prophet and 
Teacher And therefore in vain call our 
ſelves by his Name, or pretend to be his 
Diſciples. | 


2. Except a Man be born again, he cu 


not be intereſted in the Death of CHRIST, 
as making Atonement and Satisfaction for 
him. We are told, — that for this End 
CHRIST both died and roſe again that he 
might be a PaTTERN to us, of dying zo 
Hin, and being made alive unto 
God: Or according to ano- 


Rom, vi. 10, 11. 


ther | 


— 


. 
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ther way of Expreſſion, that our old Man 


_ might be crucify'd with him; and that we 


might be raiſed, with him, to 


Rom. vi. v. 4. walk in newneſs of Life. Bur 


and 6, compared, 


now, this Deſign of our Sa- 
vIOUR's Death is 4%, if we be not, in 
ſuch a Senſe, conformed to Him. 

Yea, if we conſider his Death as a Pro- 
PITIATION for Sin, it will be unavailable 


to our Souls, except we are thus renewed. 


According to that common Diſtinction . 
CHRIS died to ſave us--from our Sins,--not 


in them. And his Death, without us, will. 


not avail us; if there be not alſo this 
Work of the robe: . within us. Tis not 
enough, that Satiſfaction is made for Sin; 
if we are not alſo delivered, by Almighty 
Grace, from the reigning Power of it. 
What would it ſignify to a condemn'd 
Criminal, to have a Pardon procur'd for. 


him; if at the ſame time he was ſick of a 


mortal Diſtempen? Except his Diſeaſe be 
healed, as well as the Sentence of Death 
taken away, tis in vain to promiſe him 
Life: So, notwithſtanding the Purchaſe. 
of Pardon by Jesus CHñRISTH, if the Di- 
ſtemper of which we are a dying be not 
alſo removed, we are undone for ever. 
Let the value of a REDEEMER's Blood 
be never ſo great, in the fight of Go; 
yet, if it is not apply'd, for Healing and. 
Cleanſing, 
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Cleanſing, unto Us, we ſhall be never the 
better for it. And therefore, except we 
are Born again, CurisT cannot be a 
Saviour to us. However me may, now, 
be called by his Name; yer, hereafter he 


will profeſs, unto all that are Unregenerate, 
J never knew you. 


3. No Man can acknowledge, the Sove- 
reiguty and Dominion of CHRIST, as the 
Goſpel requires, unleſs ſuch a Change be 
wrought in him: And without this, no 
Man can be a real Chriſtian. Tis by this 
means, that our LorD has appointed Sub- 
jects to be gathered, and Members to be 
admitted into his Kingdom. Hence it 
is, that Thoſe-whorbetong to him, are ſaid 


to be called and choſen out of the World y 


and to have 4 Life hid with ; 
Cunlsr in Gop; and ſo, when t u 
CHRIST, who is their Life, ſhall appear, 
then ſhall they alſo appear with him in 
Glory. It is by being born again, that 
the Throne of a REDEEMER is fix'd in 
the Hearts of Men: And, by this alone, 
they are brought into a perfect Subjecticn 


to his Method of ruling them. His King- 


dom ts not of this Worid z nor his manner 
of governing, ſuited to the Forms of Go 
vernment here: And 'tis an Argument 
of very great Ignorance, or ſomething 

worle,, 


42 The Neceſſity of being Born again. 


worſe, for Men to account themſelves, or 
pretend to make others, the Subjects of 
CurisT's Kingdom, merely becauſe of 
their outward Conformity to the Inſtitu- 
tions of his. Worſhip, and their comply- 
ing with a particular Form of Church 
Government. Nothing leſs, than a tho- 
rough Change, and Renovation of the 
Heart and Mind, can tranſlate a Man, from 
the Kingdom and Power of Satan, to the 
Kingdom of our Lorp Jesvs CHRIST. 
- On this account, as well as others be- 
fore-mention'd, our Saviour might juſt- 
ly reproach Nicodemus ; --- That he ſhould 
be a Ruler in Iſrael, and yet appear ſo in- 
ſenſible, of the vaſt Change it muſt make 
mm a Man, ta paſs from one Kingdom and 
Government, to another: Whenever any 


Stranger came to ſeitle among the Jews,. 
the Alteration both of his Maxims, and 
Manners, was ſo great; that, one would 
have expected, Nicodemus ſhould readily 
- conceive, of the Alteration that muſt be 
made in all ſuch, as became the Subjects 
of ChRIST's Kingdom: Which being a 
Spiritual Kingdom, muſt needs differ ex- 
ccedingly from all the Kingdoms of 7/15 
World; and fo muſt require, a very dif- 
ferent Spirit, and turn of Mind, in thoſe 
that are called to act in it. 


In 


The Neceſſity of being Born again. 43 

In the Goſpel Scheme of Government, 
there are ſo many things, not only above, 
but contrary to, the Dictates of corrupt 
Reaſon; that, a Principle of ſpiritual di- 
vine Life muſt neceſſarily gain the Aſ- 
cendency, before ſuch Rules of Conduct 
and Behaviour can be duly obſerved. For 
Example; we are required to prefer the 
Intereſt of a RxpREMEFR, and his Reli- 
gion in the World, above all our Exjoy- 
ments and Relations; yea, a- 
bove Life it ſelf: We are 
therefore ſarther required to be patient 
under S$ufferings and Afﬀii- . 
ions; <4 be * Th meets =o $ 
conſtant in our Devotions z _ .* © 
to forgive our Enemies, to 
endeavour after their Con- | 
22 on and Dofowumnting s ang 
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- 


to relieve, as we have Ability a Op-" 
portunity, the Neceſſity of _ u 0 
the Poor. Now let us, by ES 
| theſe and ſuch like things, try how far 
any Perſon, in a natural State, is like to 
be obedient to CHRISTHͤHN and to live in 
Subjection to him; and we ſhall ſoon 
find, that theſe are things ſo contrary to 
us, as, not to be comply'd with, till we 
are born again, We are naturally fond 
of Lite, and the outward Comforts of it; 
apt to fret at every thing that is trouble- 
Sth: ſome 


Luke xiv. 26, 


1 Yet. iv. MM 
Matth. , E 7 44.” 


Rom. Xii. 28 1 | 
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ſome and painful to us; averſe to Prayer, 
Hearing, Reading, and the Exerciſes of 
Religion; full of Reſentment againſt 
ſuch as offend us; and ready to deſpiſe, 
and turn away from, thoſe that are in 
mean and diſtreſſed Circumſtances : So: 
that except we are Changed, and made 
New Creatures, we ſhall never ſubmit to 
ſuch Rules of Conduct, as theſe are. 

Put all together, and then ask your 
ſelves; Can that Man be a Chriſtian, that 
neither learns of CHRIS as a Teacher; nor 
is intereſted in him as a Saviour; nor can 
be ſubject ro him as a King? I wonder 
Men are not aſhamed of the Falſhood of 


” = thoſe Pretenſions, that are ſo apparently 
© different from their real Characters: Or 


that any Man can fatisfy himſelf with a 


1 Pro feſſion of Chriſtianity, who has no re- 
gata g the Import of ſuch a Profeſſion, 


and the Obligations under which it lays 
him. wy 


But the-Formal Chriſtian will fay, Do 
not I perform the Duties of Religion, 
and attend upon the Horſhip of G o p, 
according to the Direction of the Gol- 
pel? yea, do I not comply with that pe- 
culiar Inſtitution of a crucify'd Saviour, to 
eat and drink at a Communion Table? 
W hich many, concerning whom we may - 
| hope. 
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hope well, do not yet go fo far as to do: 
And can I after all this be thought un- 
worthy of the Name of a Chriſtian ? 


To ſuch I anſwer; That you have in- 
deed a Claim to the ſacred Name, and 
to all the outward Privileges, of Chriſti- 
ans; and you are look'd upon, as ſuch, by 
Us: But, at the ſame time, you may ap- 
pear quite otherwiſe, in the Eſteem and 
Account of Almighty Gop. 

The outward Performance of Religi- 
ous Duties, however it may entitle us 
to the good Opinion of Men; yet cannot 
avail us in the ſight of Gop, if there be 
not ſuch an Altention, ſuch an Affection, 
and ſuch a Szeddine/s and Perſeverance, as 
the Goſpel requires: In all which, the Ser- 
vices of thoſe Men, will be found faulty, 
who are Strangers to the new Birth. 
The natural Man, who is deſtitute of 
a Principle of Divine Life, has no ſuch 
Concern about the Spirituality of his 
Worſhip, and the fixedne/s of his Heart 
in Religious Exerciſes; as the Man that is 
ſavingly chang'd, and renewed, is acted by. 
An external Devotion is what ſuch a one 
contents himſelf with; altho' it goes no 
farther than a Lip- Service, 


Or l | 
— 77 ivr Ia. xxix, 13. 
A Doarly Exerciſe, 00. 
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Hence it comes to paſs that the Spirit 
is cold and unaffected; and knows no- 
thing of that Fervour, and exceeding Plea- 
ſure, which the real Chriſtian is trequent- 
ly tranſported with. Have 1 not ſeen 
two Perſons, joyning in the ſame Prayer, 
or hearing the ſame Sermon; yet as di- 
ſtant, in the Frame of their Minds, as 
Heaven and Farth? One trifling, and 
rambling, with his Eyes and his Thoughts, 
after a thouſand Vanities; when he that 
has been next him, has thought himſelf 
at the very Gate of Heaven. One ſleep- 
ing; or it may be, ſetting himſelf againſt 
what is ſaid; when Another, in the {lame 


+ Yet: has been eagerly catching every 


Word that has been ſpoken; and has 


thought, that what he heard was enough 
to command his Attention, for ever. Such 
is the Difference converting Grace makes. 


Farther; he that is in an Unregene- 
rate State, is ſoon weary of every good 
Work: He is glad of Excules to put 
by, or make ſhort, every Exerciſe of a 
religious Nature: And is ready, upon 
| : any preſſing Occaſion, to 
throw off All. Vill the 


Job. xxvii, 10, 


 Hypocrite always call upon God? If it be 


for his Gain, or Preferment; or how- 

ever, if it appear neceſſary for the Securi 

what he has; he can wholly Jay a/ide his 
| Thoughts 
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Thoughts of Religion: Or, in the moſt 
material Points, can alter them: He is rea- 
dy to do either, as the Times, and his Cir- 
cumſtances require. Whereas the real 
Chriſtian is one that is fedfaſt, and un- 
moveable, always abounding  __ a 
in the Hork of the Logp. He 1 1 I rr zl 
that is born again, is endued with a Prin- 
ciple, that will carry him thro” all Tryals; 
and render him ſuperiour to all Oppoſiti- 
ons; and enable him to conquer all Temp- 
tations; (I mean, as to the final iſſue of 
them ʒ) which can be ſaid of no Other Man. 
Since, therefore, Men may attend up- 
on Sacraments, as well as other parts of 
religious Worſhip, without a becomin 
Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind; theſe 
are only to be look'd upon, as external 
Badges of Chriſtianity, not as certain E- 
vidences of ir. And from our own Ob- | 
ſervation we are aſſured,---that Sacramen- 
tal Vows and Promiſes are very little 
minded, in the makixg,---and much leſs in 
the keeping of them,---by ſome that fre- 
quent thoſe Solemnities. Or it, at ſuch 
times, there may be ſomething of a more 
than ordinary Seriouſneſs; yet, by one 
Temptation or other, we very often ſee 
-thoſe ſacred Bonds broken; and Perſons 
give themſelves a Looſe to act, as if they 
bad never come under ſuch 3 


b 
| 
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So that upon the whole, it can be no 
Breach of Charity to ſay, ---that many are 
enroll'd among the Number of Commu— 
; nicants, whole Names are not written in 
the Boo of Life. And, therefore, there is 
a great deal of difference,betwixt---a Man's 
being allow'd, to pals for a Chriſtian, zow 
and his being found, really ſuch, at aft 
without which, He cannot be admitted in- 
to Heaven. 

But before I ſer my ſelf to enlarge on 
that, it is very fit to add; That, even at 
preſent, the diſtinguiſbing Privileges and 
Bleſſings of the real Chriſtian are ſuch, 
as thele nominal Chriſtians intermeddle 
not with: It may be aid concerning them, 
with reference to theſe Privileges, that they 
have either Part nor Lot in the Matter. 
Ihe grand Blefling of the Goſpel is, 
Peace with Gop: But it is impoſſible to 
obtain this, if we are not made mew 
Tireatures. The Favour of Gop, is in- 
deed, the Purchaſe of CHRISHNJ but ' tis 
what none, ſhall be intereſted in, that are 
not prepared for it. He will never pre- 
{ent Any, to the Father, as Objects ot his 
ſpecial Love, till they are fit to be pre- 

| ſented to him. We muſt be reſtored to 
the Likexe/s of the Deity, or we can ne- 
ver be reſtored to his complacential Love. 
_ Hence it is that the zew Birth, by which 


| We 
* 
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we are created again in the Image of Go p, 
becomes neceſſary to our being qualify'd, 
for the Marks of his ſpecial Fayour. 

Another very high Privilege of the 
Goſpel, is, our Union and Communion with 
CuRIST. We are made one with him; 
and derive all our Supplies from him : 
Which cannot poſlibly be, except the 
ſame Mind, be in us, which was alſo in 
CHRIST JEsUs. All the Members of 
his Body muſt, in ſome meaſure, be con- 
formed to their Head: Unleſs we ſhould 
ſuppoſe, that this myſtical Body is like the 
Image of Nebuchadnezzar ; the Head 
Gold, but the Feet Iron and Clay: And 
then what muſt become of ſuch a Text as 
that, — Be ye holy, for I am holy? Or 
where would be the juſt reaſoning of that 
other place, —what Communion hath Light 
with Darkneſs? and what Concord hath 
 CnuriIsT with Belial? ii Cor. vi. 14, 15. 

Farther ; we cannot have Peace in our 
own Conſcience, nor obtain a ſettled com- 
poſed Temper of Mind, without ſuch a 
Change. This is neceſlary to remove our 
Confuſions, our Guilt, our Fears, and our 
reigning Corruptions. 

nd then again; thoſe Joys and Conſo- 

lations that proceed from the good 8 p1- 
RI T of Go p, are only to be expected as 
eonſequent upon his renewing Inſtuences 
and 
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and Operations, Where he is not a con- 
verting, he will not be a comforting 
Irtt, 
Now let him, that readeth, underſtand : 
And if he does ſo, I am perſuaded, he 
muſt be convinced, that 20 Man can be a 
real Chriſtian, except he be born again. 
Without this, he cannot perform the Du- 


ties of Religion aright ; nor can he be 
Intereſted in the peculiar and moſt defi- 


rables Privileges of Chriſtianity : And 
therefore whatever he may ſeem to Be, 
or to Do, in the Eye of the World, he 
neither /s, nor Does what Gop requires 
and expects frgn him. So that how- 
ever he may pals for a Chriſtian at pre- 
ſent, he ſhall not be admitted to the Hap- 
pineſs of ſuch at /a//. This I am now to 
inſiſt on, by ſhewing, | 


II. That no Man ſhall enter into the 
Kingdom of Go p above, or dwell in his 
glorious Preſence in Heaven, unleſs be be 
born again. And here let me afreſh ſum- 
mon the Attention of him, that hears, 
or reads: If what has been ſaid, already, 
has made no ſuitable Impreſſions ; yet ſome- 
thing may, now poſſibly, be offer'd that 
ſhall find a zearer and quicker way to thy. 
Hearr. ry e 
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May I not ſuppoſe, it is a Pleaſure to 
thee, to hear of Heaven? And that thou 
art ſometimes, ready to tali of it too? 
Nay, is not the Hope of being ſaved, be- 
come a familiar Expreſſion, in all parts of 
thy Converſation? What, if after all the 
pleaſing things thou haſt heard of that 
Bliſsful Place, and all thy preſumptuous 
Hope of arriving at it, thou ſhould'ſt ne- 
ver come there? Canſt thou bear ſuch a 
Thought, without being ſtartled and 
concern'd? Well, I am now in plain 
Terms to aſſure thee, that except thou 
art renewed, and born again, thou thalt 
never enter into Heaven. 


1. Thy Lonpd and SAvrour. has proft 
expreſly declared this, and his Faithſulneſs 
ſtands engaged to make it good. Belides 
the Text I am upon, and the Repetition 
of the ſame thing a little after; tis made 
as indiſpenſably neceſſary to Salvation, in 
other places of Scripture, as in theſe. 
Matth. xviii. 3. Except ye be converted, 
and become as little Children, ye ſhall not 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. And 
again, Acts iii. 19. Repent ye therefore 
and be converted, that your. Sins may be 
blottew out, when the Times of refreſhing ſhall 
come from the Preſence of the LoRD. And 
in Heb. xii. 14. we are told, that r- 
75 > oat 
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out Holineſs no Man ſhall fee the Lo RD; 
that is, Holineſs of Nature, which is pro- 
ductive of Holineſs in the Life. Once 
more, Rev. xxi. He that ſate upon the 
Throne, is repreſented as ſaying, Behold, 
male all things new: Upon this it is, 
that thoſe who overcome, are made tt in- 
herit all things; even as thus renewed : 
But without this, it is abſolutely deter- 
min'd, in the laſt Yer/e of that Chapter, 
there ſhall in no wiſe enter into it (the Hea- 
venly Jeruſalem) any thing that defileth. 
Now can it be expected that, after 
all this, G op ſhould not keep to his 
Word? If ſuch Declarations as theſe be 


look'd upon as falſe, Promiſes of 


Happineſs joyn'd with them muſt be 
falſe too. 
They are wretched Miſtakes, which, 


on both hands, Men run into; when they 


think, that an infinitely holy unchangea- 


ble Gop will deal, either more mercifully, 


or more /everely, with them, than he has 
ſpoken in his Word. Yet ſo it is; that, 
whilſt ſome of timerous and melancholy 
D iſpoſitions, can hardly be perſuaded to 
believe, Gop will be ſo gracious and mer- 
ciful as the Scriptures repreſent him; 
there are others of more n Tem- 


pers, that are ready to conclude, Gop 


will not condemn them to endleſs Miſe- 
1, 
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ry, altho' they live in thoſe Sins, againſt 
which, everlaſting Deſtruction from the 
Preſence of the Lo RD, is moſt expreſly 
denounced. Thus Men are ready to 
judge, of the great G oD, by themſelves 
and becauſe They do not ſo carefully ob- 
ſerve their friendly Promiſes, nor ſo fully 
execute their haſty Threatnings, as to make 
em good without varying from them, 
therefore they conclude it is thus with 
Gon. | 
Whereas the very Foundation, and 
Principle, of all Religion, is the 'TRUTH 
of Gop. For if it could be ſuppoſed, 
that Gop dealt deceitfully with his Crea- 
tures, or that he would vary from the 
ſettled Rules of his Government and Pro- 
cedure; ſo as to become either Better, or 
Horſe than his Word; he would no long- 
er be a proper Object of that Honour, or 
Truſt, or Obedience, which He requires 
of us. Whereſoever therefore, any thing 
is expreſly inſiited on as a Term of Salvati- 
on, there can be no diſpenſing with it; 
no Admiſſion into Heaven without it; 
nor will any thing, of our contriving, be 
accepted in the room of it. 
It is not what way J would preſcribe, 
if I was to chuſe the Method of obtain- 
ing eternal Life; but the way ſettled and 
appointed by Gop, _ every Man ought 
"H to 
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to ſtudy, and with which he muſt in- 
tirely comply. Let Men lay what Schemes 
of Salvation they pleaſe; let 'em inſiſt 
upon the common Forms of Worſhip, or 
a Heat and Zeal for a particular Party, 
as the way to Heaven; or let 'em con- 
trive, in ſome ſingular and reſerved way of 
their own, to give up themſelves to Gop; 
yet if no real thoro' Change be made in 
their Souls, they are ſtill ro ſeek for the 
true way to Salvation. It is the expreſs 
Declaration of our Lo RD, and all the 
Powers on Farth ſhall be never able to al- 
ter his Meaſures and Proceedings, Except 
a Man be born again, he cannot ſee the 
Kingdom of Gon. If it was becoming the 
Divine Goodneſs, and Perfection, to make 
ſuch a Declaration; infinite Truth, and 
» Juſtice, require it ſhould be made good : 
Gop will not act, inconſiſtently with 


his Word, to fave any. But conſider 
farther :. 


2. It is wholly diſagreeable to the Puri- 
ty and Holineſs of G Op, (as well as his 
Faithfulneſs and Unchangableneſs,) 70 
admit ſuch, into his Preſence and Favour, as. 
are unſanttify'd and unrenewed. T he Scrip- 
ture has deſcribed the Abhorrence which 
there is to Sin in the Divine Nature, 
by things that are to us moſt n, 

5 wp an 
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and dereſtable. A Creature Hing in its 
Blood, and in a State of Putrefaction, is 
not more ſhocking and of- 
fenſive to vs; than one that | 
Iyes in Sin, is to GoD. Yea; Death it 
ſelf, which to our Nature is the moft 
terrible of all things, cannot be more 
our Averſion, than Sin is the Averſion of 
a holy Gop. Thoſe who live wickedly 
are therefore {aid to be dead ms 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins. By TOO 
theſe Repreſentations, we may form ſome 
Notion of Sin's Contradiction to the 
divine Nature; andꝭthence we mult con- 
clude, the neceſſity of its being taken a- 


Ezek. xvi. 6. 


way, befoxe:we can be admitted into th 
"favourable Preſence of Gov. | 


Farther; we read, of Gop's hating the 
Workers of Iniquity, and of his being 
angry with the Wicked every Day; which 
are Expreſſions that undoubtedly intimate, 
his being as effectually turn'd away from, 
or ſet againſt, impenitent unrenewed Sin- 
ners; as we are, againſt thoſe things, that 
are the Objects ot our Hatred or deſerved 


Anger. For, tho? we are by no means to 


think, there are ſuch Paſſions as theſe in 


Almighty God; yet we may conceive, of 
his dealing with the Wicked, by a wiſe and 


prudent Magiſtrate's dealing with thoſe, 
that have done all that ever they could to 


D 4. injure. 
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injure his Authority, and to bring the 


Laws into Contempr. 

Bur, that I may give you the clearer 
Notion of Gop's abhorring and reject- 
ing the Workers of [niquity, you may 
take the account of their Caſe, in ſhort, 
thus: Man being, at firſt, made up of two 
different Natures, Fleſh and Spirit; the 
Laws of his Creation, molt certainly 
oblig'd him, to have been govern'd by the 
Dictates of that Nature which was the 


nobleſt and molt excellent : This, his Ma- 


ker requir'd : This, in reaſon, one would 
have expected. However, ſuch was Man's 
Sin and Folly, that it proved quite other- 
wile: He was ſoon drawn away to grati- 
fy his Sexſes, whilſt he diſgraced his bet- 
ter Powers. Hereupon his Maker, being 
juſtly diſpleaſed, appointed the Separation 
of that Soul and Body, by Death, which 


acted fo ill, when united. Nevertheleſs, 


after he had appointed it unto Men 10 die, 
he contriv'd a farther way for recovering 
the Soul, out of this unhappy Subjetion 
to ſenſible and corruptible things: And 
promis'd, upon ſuch a Reſtoration of the 
Soul, to reſtore that Happineſs Man had 
loft; yea, to raiſe him to a Heavenly Pa- 
radiſe. Now, if notwithſtanding ſuch 
Grace as this, Men will ſtill prefer the 
Animal Life, above the Spiritual; what 

| # Y | can 
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can they expect, but that their throwing 
ſuch an aggravated Contempt, upon the 
Father of Spirits, and the Spiritual Hap- 
pineſs he propoſes, ſhould end in their 

Baniſhment Foam Both? Yea, how can 
it be otherwiſe, whilſt they are purſuing 
thoſe things which carry them, {till far= 
ther, and farther, from the divine Being, 
but, that at laſt they ſhould be remov'd to 
an eternal Diſtance from that Gop, to 
whom they have made themſelves utterly 
diſagreeable ? And it will follow from 
hence, that, 

3. The unrenewed Mind is as much ſet © 
againſt the Happineſs of Heaven, as the 
great GoD is ſet againſt the Admiſſion of 
ſuch a one into it. So that if we could 
conceive of an unregenerate Perſon, as - 
actually got into the Preſence of Gon 
above, it would be no Happineſs to him, 
to be there. 

Can two walk together, ſays the Pro- 
phet, except they be agreed? Would it be. 
any Pleaſure for two Perſons to live con- 

tinually together, whoſe Inclinations , 
Wills, and Diſpoſitions are oppoſite and 
croſs to each other ? Would there not be 
an earneſt deſire of more ſuitable Com- 
pany and Society? What Pleaſure then 
can a Man, that is ſet upon things ſen- 
Ffible and finful, have, in the Preſence of . 

| J D 7 that 
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that Being, whoſe Nature, and Will, and 
Bleſſednefs is intirely /piritual and Holy? 

Either Go p, or the Sinner, muſt be 
changed, before there can be any Agree- 
ment between them: And till there is a 
Conformity and an Agreeableneſs, there 
can be no Happineſs : And ſo to ſpend an 
Eternity together, would be a moſt un- 
defirable thing. Now, can the Sinner 
be ſo fooliſh- and blaſphemous · as to ima- 
zn, that Gop ſhould ceaſe to be in- | 

nitely perfect and holy? or that he ſhould | 
become /uch a one as himſe!f.? Common 
Senſe, one would think, could not fail of 
directing him rather to conclude,—that the 
Change muſt be in his own Soul; and 
that is Will muſt be brought to the 
Will of his Logp, and his Nature con- 
formed to the. divine Nature, in order 
to his dwelling in the bliſsful Preſence 
of Goo. 

An unrenewed Mind is no way ſuit- 
able either to the Company, the Em- 
ployments, or the. Entertainments of 
Heaven. 

The Company of thoſe that inhabir-the 
World above, muſt needs be diſagreea- 
ble, to an unholy Soul. For, ſince Gop | 
himſelf is ſo, (as we have juſt been argu- 0 
ing) all they that are conformed to 
him, and. whoſe Felicity conſiſts in the 
* —_— 
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enjoyment of him, muſt conſequently be 
diſagreeable too. Jrxsvs ChRisr is the 
expreſs Image of the Father, in Holineſs, 
as well as other Perfections; and as it 
was his Character on * tis his Glo- 
ry in Heaven, t&:be /eparate from Sin- 
ners. Holy Angel even in their appear- 
ance to good Men, here below, have fill'd 
'em with confuſion and dread; and how 
| then, ſhall the whole Hoſt of Heaven, in 
| all their Splendour and Purity, be endured 
by ſinful Men? The Spirits of Juſt Men 
that are perfected above, are ſuch as the 
Sinner hated', . ſcorn'd,, perſecuted, or 
hv'd in a conſtant diſlike to, in this 
World; and can they then be happy 
together in another World, when the 
Difference between 'em is greatned, by 
the conſummate Holineſs of the one, 
and the encreaſed Prejudices of the o 
ther? Their dying in a State of Enmity, - 
has made that Enmity an unalterable 
thing. Lay all this together, and if an 
unholy Perſon would not. find one Com- 
panion like himſelf in Heaven, think, 
what Pleaſure he could have in the 80 
ciety of the Bleſſed, ſuppoſing. it were 
poſſible for him to get among them. 

Again; the Emplopments of Heaven, 
would not ſuit the Temper and Inclina-- 
4 | tions of ſuch a One, any more than the 
| D. 6- Come 


— WI „* 


a — ˙O ; 2 
* 1 
. 


_ TD —— — — —— — — — 


60 The Neceſſity of being Born again. 

Company. Contemplation, of the Things 
of Gop, and Religion, is what he has 
never mur'd himſelf to; his Temper has 
been too much ſet againſt Serious Con fi- 
deration , ever to take pleaſure in ſuch 
an Exerciſe. And the Services of An- 
gels, who are always fulfilling the Pleaſure 


of their Lox D, would go quite againſt 


the grain of the Sinner's Inclinations; 
who has been us'd to ſeck bis own Plea- 
ſure, and to conſulr his own Will, in all his 
Actions. Inſtead of praying, that he III 
of Gop might be done on Earth as it is 
in Heaven, he would wiſh the quite 


- contrary z that there might be no other 
doing of the Will of Gop in Heaven, 


than what he had been «s'd to here on 


Earth; that is, not to regard it at all. 


Yea, farther; the very Praiſes and Tri- 
umphs of Heaven, would be unſuitable to 
an unrenewed Mind, Such a one could 
by no means bear a part in that ſolemn 
Acclamation, Holy, Holy, Holy LorD 
God Almigbiy; ſince he had no admi- 


ring Thoughts of Gop's Holineſs. Nor 


could He ever joyn in that Song of the 
Lamb, Glory to him that hath /oved as 
and waſhed us from our Sins in his own 
Blood, fo long as he remain'd unſancti- 
fied and unrenewed. Such Employments 
as 
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| as theſe, could afford no pleaſure to a 
wicked Man. # | 
Hence it neceſſarily follows that the 
1 Entertainments and Joys of Heayen, would 
by no means anſwer the wi 
fires of an Unregenerate Soul, tho' plac'd 
in the midſt of them. The ſubſtantial 
Happineſs of the Heavenly Inhabitants, 
conſiſts in the Knowledge, and Love of 
| GOD: But I need not ſay more to prove, 
| that an unrenewed Soul is uncapable of 


this: I ſhall only add, that by this in- 
| capacity, ſuch a one mult needs ſuffer the 
| Eternal Loſs. of all thoſe Joys, which ariſe 
ſ from a beho}ding the unveiled Glories of 
the Deity; and allo of all thoſe, which 
are wrapt up, in that high ſatisfaction 
that reſults from the Loving, and kggw>-- 

ing we are belov'd, by the a 


| 

bett Being in the Univerſe. At the ſame 

4 time, the Unholy Soul is a perfect Stran- 
ger to all thoſe Tranſports, that are ow=- _ 

þ ing to a review of the Methods of Con- 
verting Gracez and can taſte nothing of 

the Bliſs, that ſprings from a ſacred in- 
diſſoluble Friendſhip with Holy Intelligent 
Spirits. And, upon the Realons already 


alledg'd, the fame might be {aid of every 
other Joy of Heaven. | 
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But now, let me engage you ſeriouſly 
to attend, to the Concluſion of the whole 
Matter: And there is one Truth, which 
I apprehend will appear with great Evi- 
dence, after what has been ſaid; namely, 
that a great deal more, is neceſſary, than is 
commonly imagined, to reconcile you to 
the Heaven and Happineſs of Chriſtians, 
'Fhere is not only a Difficulty, in bring- 
ing Men to the Goſpel-Terms, of obtain- 
ing Happineſs; but even in reconciling 
them, to the Happineſs it ſelf. The Chri- 
ſtian's Heaven is not a Mahomet's Para- 
diſe, a Place of ſenſual Delights and En- 


joyments ; but it is-a Spiritual Felicity, 
and ſuck: 6nly. as can be enjoy'd by pure 
Intellectual Beings. 


That Man, therefore, talks of he knows 
not what, that can talk of going to Hea- 
ven, whilſt his Buſineſs, or Pleaſures, or 
Poſſeſſions here, engroſs his Thoughts 
and Affections. Thou muſt have Reliſh- 


es, of a very different nature from thoſe 


of the Senſualiſt and the Worldling, be- 
fore thou canſt be happy with G o p; 
and the Glorified Spirits above. 

If then, thou haſt ever made it thy 


with to die the Death of the Rigbteous; 


remember, that now. thou. art told, thou 
muſt in thy life-time become Righteous, 


by: being thus renewed and Born. again, 
| or. 


* 
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or that wiſh will avail thee nothing. 
But. whether thou art convinced of this 
or not, I: muſt, for the preſent, ceaſe 
arguing. with thee, and cloſe this Chap- 
ter: Which I ſhall de, with theſe two 
Inferences from what has been ſaid. 


1. We may inferr, There are but few 
that ſhall be Saved. If ſuch Spirituality 
be neceſſary to prepare Men for Heaven; 
(without any. thing of an, Uncharitable 
Cenſorious Temper,) we may concluda, 
that very Few are going thither, Thus 
much, our LORD told his Diſciples in 
his Day; and this, we have abundant rea- 
ſon to apply alſo to our own Day. 

Take an account, of thoſe that live in 


Atheiſm and Unbelief ;. and, that will not: 


acknowledge, or ſerve Gop at all: 

Then compute the number, of thoſe. 
that worſhip GOD Vainly, in an Idola- 
trous Superſtitious manner, and reſting 
in their. Bodily Worſhip and Devo- 
tion: 

After that, look over the crew of 
common Profane Swearers, and Blaſphe- 
mers of the Name of Gop: 

Reckon up all thoſe, that live in the 
ſtated Profanation of the Lord's Day: 


Add. 
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Add to theſe, a Liſt of ſuch as are 

guilty of Diſobedience, to Parents, or 
alters, or lawful Governors: 

Tell over the numbers of thoſe, that 
are notorious for Drunkenneſs, Intempe- 
rance, or for Revenge and deſtructive 
Paſſions, whereby they ſhorten their 
own Lives, or take away the Lives of o- 

thers: 

Set down all thoſe, that are infamous 
for Adultery, or Fornication, or other 
habitual Uncleanneſs: 

Go on to thoſe, that thrive by unjuſt 
Means; ſuch as Robbery, Frauds and 
Oppreſſion : I | | 
Survey the crowd of thoſe, that are 

wen up to a Spirit of Lying and Falſe- 

ood; and that, even in their ſolemn 
Oaths, and bearing Witneſs in Courts of 
Jadicature : Ny OO 

And once more, find out the reſtleſs 
Tribe of thoſe, that are Vagrants from 
the Stations in-which Gop had placed 
them in the World; or that are covet-- 
ing a great deal of it, and never ſatisfied 
with the Allotments of Providence: 

And when you have joyned all theſe 
together, the Nuinber of ſuch as are re- | 
newed and ſanctified, will be found com- 4 
paratively very {mall. And that you may | 
Yor 
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not be afraid to ſet down Any, as Unre- 
generate, who live in one or more of the 
afore-mentioned Sins, take that Text in 
the 1 Ep. John iii. 9. along with you in 
your computation z. H/hoſoever is Born of 
GO p, doth not commit Sin; that is, fo as 
to love it, and live in it. And then, 
where-ever you ſee a Perſon that does ha- 
bitually commit Sin, and continue in it, 
you may, without ſcruple, place him a- 
mongſt thoſe that are no? Born of Goo. 

But then, beſides ſuch as live in no- 
torious Wickedneſs, you are to take in 
all ſuch as reſt in an outward Appearance 
of Religion, whilſt they are Strangers 
to the Spiritual Divine Life, and the 
nobleſt Exerciſes of it: Such as take up a 
Profeſſion, merely from their Education, 
or from External Motives and Induce- 
ments; and owe all their Reſtraints from 
Sin, to theſe: And ſuch as have once made 
a ſtricter Profeſſion, but degenerate and 
fall from it: And, after all theſe are ad- 
ded to the afore- mentioned numbers of 
Tranſgreſſors, how few ſhall we meet 
with that are ſavingly renewed? | 

In your computations of this kind, 

; you are directed by that of our Saviour 

| In the vii. of Matth. the latter end: Not 

| every one that ſaith Lon, LorD, Cc. 


'The. 
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The Deſign of all this, is, not to diſ- 
courage Mens attempts; but to put 'em 
upon contending, with the greater ear- 
neſtneſs; and ſhewing a more ardent de- 
ſire, of being found among the Few that 
ſhall be ſaved. We muſt not only /cek, but 
ſtrive, to enter in at the ſtrait gate; and 
that for this very Reaſon, becauſe many 
ſhall ſeek to enter in, (by an outward pro- 
feſſion, or ſome faint Endeavours,) that 
ſhall not be able, Luke xiii: 21. 


2. From what has been ſaid, we ſhould: 


learn to pity thoſe, that are heated with a 
miſtaken Zeal in the leſſer Points of Reli- 
gion, whilſt this greateſt and weightieſs 


Doctrine of Chrifianity is neglected. Ne- 


ver was there more reaſon, for the exer- 
ciſe of ſuch a-Compaſlion, than in the 


preſent Age; when Party Zeal is rais'd 


to ſuch a Height, and true Piety ſunk 


ſo low. Are there not many, who. 


would now be thought the only Prophets 


of the Lo xo, that lay more ſtreſs, upon 
outward Forms and Ceremonies, than 


upon Faith and Repentance? and make 
more to depend upon their own way of 
Adminiſtring Baptiſm, and the LorD's 


Supper, than upon thoſe Qualiſicationn 
withour which NO Adminiſtration 0 


are there not thoſe, who haye laid the 2 b 
| whole 


thele Sacraments can be available? Nay, 


q 


| 
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whole ſtreſs, of our acceptance with 
Go p, upon a Point of Civil Government? 
As if it was of more importance, to em- 
brace a Set of notions of that kind, than 
to obſerve ſuch a Doctrine as this I am 
upon, which our SAvIoUR thought 
fit to prefer to all others. 

What Political and State- Orations, 
have of late been the weekly Entertain- 
ment of our moſt Solemn Aſſemblies? 
yea, what trifling and Childiſs Harangues, 
have ſome of the greateſt Audiences in 
this City, and Nation, been amus'd with? 
Converſion, and Santtification, have been 
ſlighted; and Contempt thrown upon 
thoſe, who were moſt in carneſt, in recom- 
mending theſe things. By ſome, they 
have not been believed, nor by others: 
under ſtood, and by very few inſiſted om 
as they ought to be. And ſhall we not 
Pity thoſe, who are going on confidently 
in an Opinion of themſelves, upon ſome 
outward Aduantages; when, at the ſame 
time, they are Strangers to. the true 
and only way to Heaven? Alas Man! 
thy crying up the Church, and being of 
this or the other Party in it, will not ſtand 
thee in ſtead at the Bar of Gop, if 
thou knoweſt not what it. is to be Born 
again. = 
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Thou mayſt deſpiſe this way of preach- 
ing, and writing, if thou pleaſeſt ; only 
know this, — that in ſo doing thou doit 
not deſpiſe Man, but GOD. All the 
Texts ] have quoted, muſt be blotted out 
of the Bible, before thou canſt juſtifie 
ſuch Contempt. Thou muſt find out 
ſome other Heaven, inſtead of that I have 
been deſcribing z- and take up ſome other 
Name, inſtead of that of a Chriſtian ; be- 
fore thou canſt ſet aſide the Doctrine of 
Regeneration. 
So that every Wiſe and Good Man, 
may well lay it to heart,. that-a Work 
of this nature is ſo much at a ſtand. And 
Whatever others do, let You, and I, make 
it our conſtant Requeſt to Go p, — that 
He would revive bis Work in the midi of 
the Tears. 


F 
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CHAP. III. 


The Means of Attaining the new 


Birth. 


T YT Aving ſhew'd, wherein the bein 
| Born again does conſt as alſo the 
Neceſſity of it, if we would ſee the King- 
dom of GoD; (that is, if we would be 
either real Chriſtians in this World, or 
glorified Spirits in another; ) I would 
now ſuppoſe the LATE > of ſome 
Convinced Sinner, to be ſuch as this: 
« O tell me, what Courſe I ſhall rake 
ce to get out of my Sinful State, and to get 
c an Intereſt in the Renewing Sandctity- . 
ing Grace of Gop: what 2 1 do to 

« be Saved? and in order to that, what 
« ſhall I do that I may be Born again? 

If this be the unfeigned Diſpoſition of 
your Mind, *tis one great ſtep towards 
a ſaving Change. It includes in it, a 
ſenſe of your being in a Loft and miſera- 
ble Condition, whilſt in a State of Sin: 
And at the ſame time, a moſt hearty ac- 
knowledgmenr that the Gain of the whole 
World, and the fulleſt enjoyment of 
ſenfible things, which are vain and 
:criſhing, can never make an amends for 
Us Loſs of your Souls, It includes far- 
L | : ther, 
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ther, ſomething of a deſire toward Go 
and Heaven, and Spiritual things; that 
you cannot be eaſie, under the thought 
of being for ever rejected, and caſt off 
by Almighty Gop : nay, that you are 
convinced, there is more real ſatisfaction, 
in the ways of Religion, at preſent, than 
in thoſe of Sin. But yet, how to have 
your Hearts fo changed, and renewed, as 
to get out of the Htate you are in; and 
to get rid of your /izf#] Inclinations to 
fen/ible Objects; and to ſerve Go p, and 
walk-in his ways, as you defire to do; 
this fiils your Breaſts with- the greateſt 
anxiety, and employs your Thoughts in 
reſtleſs Contrivances and Concern. 

If any ſhould caſt their Eyes upon 
this Paſſage, who are not got ſo far as 
I here ſuppoſe the Reader to be; let em 
ſeriouſly conſider what has been ſaid in 
the foregoing Chapter, and I am perſua- 
ded nothing more will be needful to pro- 
duce ſuch a Temper of Mind. 

But where this is truly the Caſe, I 
think the following Directions may be 
ſufficient to bring ſuch a Perſon in- 
to a ſafe and renewed State. Only, 
here, I muſt beſpeak the Reader's fal- 
leſt and ſtrongeſt Reſolution to comply 
with what is ſuggeſted, under every 


Particular that ſhall be laid before him: 


0 
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It is not the obſerving of one, but all, 
the Directions I am going to mention, 
that muſt be endeavour'd after; I mean, 
fo far as they appear proper and neceſſary 
to ſecure this great End, your being 
Born again. To begin, then, with that 
which is moſt eaſie; 


I. Be very careful, and conſtant, in 
attending upon the Preaching of God's 
Ford. Faith comes by hear- 
ing, and bearing by the word 
of Gon. He has appointed, a ſanding 
Miniſiry, for this very End; that the 
Truths and Duties of Religion, may be 
ſo explain'd, and enforc'd, as to render 
them impreſſive, and effectual to change 
and rule the Hearts of Men. And where 
Gop is pleas'd, by inward Grace, to 
concur oth the outward Diſpenſation 
of his Word, even that preaching which 
may ſeem very unlikely to produce ſuch 
an effect as the new Birth, ſhall yet be- 
come the Power of Go p unto Salvation. 
Rom. 1. 16. 3 

You may, perhaps, be ready now to 
wiſh, that G o D would ſend an- Ange! 
from Heaven; or as the Rich Man re- 
queſted in the Parable, that he would 
ſend one immediately from ihe Dead, to 
P 


Rom. X. 17. 
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inform your Minds; and to do ſome great, 
and miraculous thing for you. But when 
you are only to look for Help from thoſe, 
of the ſame Infirmities and Paſſions with 

our ſelves, you may think that very little 


is like to be done for you. 


Let me, therefore, argue this Mat- 
ter briefly with you: What could an 
Angel, or one from the Dead, /ay 
more, than is ſaid in the Goſpel? or what 
could He do more, to prove the Truth 
of what He faid, than has been done 
by CHRIST and his Apoſtles? or what 
way could He find, to the Hearts and 
Conſciences of Men, that ſhould give 
Him a greater Power and Influence over 
them, than ſuch Appearances of GO » 
and Angels have formerly had? If an An- 
gel was to appear but once, it would by 
no means equal the Force, of the daily 
Pleadings and Inſtructions of Go p's 
Miniſters: And if an Angel was to live a- 
mongſt us, he would, in time, we have 
reaſon to believe, meet with no better 
Treatment than the LorD of Angels did. 
There is a great deal of difference, between 
ſtartling or terrifying the Mind, and 
working a thorough Change in it: Ap- 
paritions from the other World, might 
alarm us, for a while, but the Operation 
of Almighty Grace, by and with the 

Goſpel, 
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Goſpel, is only able to change and new 


mould the Heart. And Gop has given us 
this Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, that the 
Excellency of the Power might appear to 
be of him, and not of us, 2 Cor. iv. 7. 
Attend, therefore, upon the preaching of 
the Goſpel, as believing it to be the Or- 


dinance of Gop : and let not the Means be 


thought inſufficient to gain their Eud, 
when under the Direction, and accompa- 
ny'd with the Bleſſing, of Him that can 
do all things. You are not, indeed, to 
look for any thing from 25, as though by 
our own Power or Skill we could bring 
you to GoDp: But, your Expectation be- 
ing once fix'd on Gop, you cannot look 
for too much, from FH. 

Vet here it muſt be added, that next 
to your having a Hope thus fix'd on 
Good; it is your Wiſdom, and your Du- 
ty, to chuſe that Miniſiry ſtatedly to attend 
upon, which you find moſt inſtructive and 
intelligible, molt /erious and affecting; 
And to be thankful to Go p, if you meet 
with Men whoſe Gifts, and manner of dif- 
penſing the Goſpel, become ſuitable to 

ou. | | 

And, when at any time you find your 
ſelves under Conuifions, there ought to 
be the utmoſt Concern that this Grace of 
Go be nor receiv'd in vain; or in other 

E Words, 
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| | Words, that ſuch Convictions be not 
1 oft : For by ſtifling or turning away from 
them, the moſt agreeable and uſeſul Mi- 
niſtry will ceaſe to be of any real Benefit 
and Service to you: And by excuſing, 
from time to time, your regard to the Im- 
preſſions which are made on your Minds, 
the moſt important things will loſe their 
Force; and the moſt earneſt Solicitations, 
will become, but as an uncertain, unheeded 
Sound. 5 | 
Moreover, you ſhould be very careful 
not to ab/ent your ſelves wilfully, or for 
flight and trivial Reaſons, from the Place 
of publick Worſbip. What knowelt thou, 
but that very Sermon, which thou turn- 
edſt away from, might have done more 
for thee, than all that ever thou heard'ſt - 
in thy Life? What knoweſt thou, but 
that very time, Go p might have given 
ſome ſecret and particular Inſtructions to 
the Preacher, to deliver thoſe things that 
' ſhould have reach'd and chang'd thy 
41 Heart? When through a ſluggiſh, or 
worldly, or vain and trifling Temper, thou 
ji wWaſt kept from the Aſſembly of Gop's 
People. | | 
j: There is one Caution, however, that 
| tis proper to ſubjoin here; namely, not 
to look for a Change ia ſudden and mi- 
Pal Ft EOF raculous, 
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raculoug, as to have the whole Work 
done upon your Souls by one Sermon. 
Sometimes indeed it has been ſo, that a 
Man has come into a Place of Worſhip, 
an Enemy to all that is Good, and has 
gone away thoroughly reſolved to be- 
come a neu Man: Almighty Grace has 
made the Change in an inſtant; but this 
is not to be uſually expected. And I think, 
it is much more deſirable, that our Light 


ſhould encreaſe gradually; and ſo the 


Change be carried on, by ſlower Steps and 
Degrees; than, that it ſhould be brought 
about with ſuch Violence, as in ſome ex- 
traordinary Caſes it has been. One Point, 
may more eaſily be gain'd upon ß by one 
Sermon; and another, by another Ser- 
mon; and a regular Attention to a Cour/e 
of theſe, may do that for us, which one 
Diſcourſe could not ſo well have done. 
So that if you ſhould not find your ſelves 
wrought * in that extraordinary man- 
ner, which has been the Caſe of ſome; 
yet, if there be a gradual Light and 
Change, by a regular continued Atten- 
tion to the Diſpenſation of Gop's Word, 
you may ſafely conclude your ſelves to be 
born again thereby. The Renovation of 
ſome, 1s like opening the Shutters of a 
Window, at Noon Day; and letting in, a 
full Light into a noo at once. The re- 


2 newing 
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newing of others, is like the breaking in 
of the Morning's Light, into Room 
which has all its Windows open to re- 
ceive it: It appears very dim at firſt, but 
increaſes gradually, till at laſt, the Room 
is bright'ned and irradiated with the 
Noon Day's Sun. 

So that, upon the whole, you ſee what 
reaſon there 1s, for this Advice, and what 
Regard, ought to be had to it; To be 
conſtant, and diligent, in attending upon 
the preaching of Gop's Word, in order to 
your being renewed and born again. 


II. There muſt be ſome time allow'd, and 
ſet apart, for Retirement, and ſerious 
Thoughtfulneſs. If the Heart be affected, 
and put upon any good Purpoſes and Re- 
ſolutions, in the time of publick Morſbip; 

ou muſt endeavour, when that is over, 

ro cheriſh ſuch Impreſſions; and to put, 
in Execution, your good Intentions : Let 
it be your Care, as faſt as you can, to 
get into ſome ſecret Place; where you 
may be out of the reach of every thin 
that would divert, or diſtract you: Ana 
then, Petting your ſelves into the beſt 
Poſture for ſerious Thoughtfulneſs that 
you are able, let thoſe things that have 
engaged your Attention in publick, be 
call'd. to mind, and more diſtinctly ap- 
| plied 
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plied to your own State and Condition, in 
Pri vate. 

Whilſt there is a ſhunning of Retire- 
ment, and Conſideration, the ſtrongeſt 
Convictions will not be able to make any 
real and laſting Change, either in your 
Tempers, or your Lives. Serious Thought- 
fulneſs is neceſſary, to give every Con- 
viction its proper Force : By this, we ſhall 
be led to contrive Matters fo, as that we 
may afterward ſuit our Converſation, and 
Behaviour, to the Impreſhons that are 
made upon us. Thus much, we are plain- 
ly taught, from that known Paſſage of the 
Pſalmiſt; I thought on my 
Ways, and turned my Feet 
unto thy Teſiimonies : He thought, and then 
he turn'd. Yea, his thinking cloſely, and 
ſeriouſly, engag'd him immediately to ſet 
about his Duty; /madehaſte, 
and delayed not, to keep thy 
Commandments. | | 

Sometimes, afiiftive Providences may 
be very ſerviceable, to promote a thought- 
fut and retired Diſpoſition of Mind: 
And this kind of Thoughtfulneſs, may 
be 1till as effectual, if follow'd and im- 
proy'd, to produce a thorough Change, 
as that, which proceeds from a being affe- 
cted in hearing the Mord of Go b. It is by 
AMictions, and Diſtreſſes, only, that ſome 

rs E 3 Men 
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Men are brought to themſelves And till | 


2 pay romantick Fancy, is corrected; 
and the Mind is brought to a juſt way of 
thinking, both on its own State, and the 
nature of all ſenſible Enjoyments; there 
will be no Inclination, to return to Gop, 
or to live the Life of a real Chriſtian. 
Hence it 1s that the Prodigal in the Pa- 
rable, is repreſented—as firſt coming to bim- 
ſell, — and then returning to his Father : 
After a diſtrafted, and thoughtleſs Life, 
his Huss brought him to think, of his 
Folly, and his mi/erable abandon'd State, 
together with the Plenty and the Com- 
forts of his Father's Houſe : And by a 
due Conſideration of theſe, he was ſoon 


put into a Method, that proy'd ſucceſsful 


to bring about his Recovery. 


But, whatever be the means of calling 


in our Thoughts, from their ſinful Va- 
gary's, and from the purſuit of lying Va- 
nities; if they are not fix'd daa, upon 
the leading and moſt important Truths of 
Religion, they will never work a ſavin 

Change in us. There is a great deal of di 
ference, betwixt — a Perſon's becoming 
thoughtful or penſive about his Afairs, in 
this World, — and a religious Conſideration 
of his State and Condition, in the World 
to which, at Death, he muſt be remov'd. 


Therefore, the Scripture ſums up all other 


Conſi- 
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Conſiderations, in this oze z meditating 


on the End of Life: O that they were 
wiſe / that they underſtood this! that they 
would conſider their latter end. That is, 
conſider ſo, as to be affected with the cer- 
tainty of our Death; not only as it is ap- 
pointed unto Men in general, but to my 
ſelf in particular, once to die. And then 
alſo to conſider the uncertainty of the Time, 
when Death ſhall overtake us; not know - 
ing, but we may be in Eternity, every Mo- 
ment. We muſithink, farther, of the a- - 
ful Conſequences of Death : That we muſs 
immediately appear before the Judgment 
Seat of Cunxlisr, 10 receive according to 
what we have done in the Body, whether 
good or bad, 2 Cor. v. 10. 1 

They that are duly affected, with ſuch 
Thoughts as theſe, will foon be carried to 
a multitude of others, which have a plain 
and very cloſe Connexion with them. 
Thus, to conſider our latter Ends will 
lead us ro think of the Preparation that 


is neceſſary, to our * and Comfort, 
i 


at ſuch a time. This will put you upon 
conſidering, your own ways, and how 
much you have done to defiroy your 
felves: It will alſo lead you to think, on 
Gop's ways toward you, and how much 


| he has done to ſave you. This will di- 


rect your Thoughts to a REDERM ER. 
| E 4 and 
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and will open to you the Treaſures of 
mercy in our LORD JESUS CHRIST; 
who tho* he was rich, yet for your ſakes 
became poor, and became a Sacrifice too, 
that he might bring you to Gop. In 
ſhort, to think ſeriouſly of ſuch a Change 
as Death, will make Men ſolicitous, firſt 


to have ſuch a Change as the new Birth 


paſs upon them; ſince, without this, they 


die, not only for a time, but for ever. 


And when once ſuch a Concern as this, 
is thoroughly excited, there is a great deal 
done toward your being Born again. 


III. You muſt frequently and diligently 
Read the Holy Scriptures, and other di- 
vine Writings that may inſtruct you in the 
nature of Converſion and true Piety. In 
the firſt and chief place, your Bibles 


ſhould be ſearch'd and ſtudy'd by you: 
Here it is, that we have the diſcoveries, 
of Eternal Life and Death; with the 
means of eſcaping the Vrath, and ob- 
taining the Jos, to come: Here, all the 
Treaſures of ſaving Wiſdom and Know- 


ledge lie: And from hence it is, that all 


other Writers of ſacred things, derive their 
beſt Thoughts, and Rules of Conduct, in 


every Treatiſe of a Religious nature. 
Thoſe that read the Scriptures, in or- 


ally 
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ally take care, to begin with what is plain 
and obvious; and what, more immedi- 
ately relates, to their own Caſe, in their 


Renovation and turning to GoDp. Such 
as the account of the Returning Prodigal, 


in the xvth of St. Luke. St. Paul's narra- 


tive of his own. Converſion, in the xxvith 
of the Acts of the Apoſtles. That Ser- 


mon, that prov'd the means of Convert- 


ing three Thouſand, in the iid. Chap. of 
the ſame Book. Such Deſcriptions of a a 
ſaving Change, as that, in the iv** Epheſ. 
from the 17 to the end, going on in the 
vii. Chap. alſo to the xviith Verſe. And 
then as an Excitement to ſhew the great- 
er regard to theſe, it will be proper to 
read ſuch Chapters as the xith to the He- 
brews; which is a noble Liſt of Great 
and Good. Men, that have deſpiſed and 
conquered the World, and the ſenſitive 
nature, by their believing regards to In- 
viſible and Eternal things: And ſo to 
turn to the Examples of preſent Fudge 
ments, on the Wicked and finally Impeni- 
tent: As alſo, to the moſt affecting repre- 
ſentations of the Future Puniſhments and. 
Rewards of Men, in Heaven, or Hell- 
Theſe, I ſay, and ſuch like places of 
Scripture, ought firſt to be carefully read. 
and underitood, by thoſe that are ſeeking, 
alter the new Birth, The P/alms, and the. 
| 3 7 devo- 
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devotional parts of Scripture, there ſhould! 


be an intimate acquaintance with. 
But now, as there are Treati/es that 


collect and lay together, the ſeveral paſſa- 


ges of Stripture which relate to one and 
the ſame thing; ſo it is adviſeable, that 
ſome of the/e Writings ſhould be con- 
fulted, as well as the Sacred Oracles. 
And I doubt not, but ſuch Treatiſes as. 
have been publiſh'd upon Converſion, Re- 
pentance, Regeneration, and holy Reſolution ;. 
in a plain Method, and in. a modern. 
Stile, and with a ſerious Spirit; have fre- 
quently been bleſs'd, to the producing; 
of that Change I am here direding to, as: 
well as the Bible it ſelf. 

In all your Reading, you ſhould' make 
it your care, to form very. diſtinct and 
clear Notions of what you read: putting 
ſuch a Queſtion, often to your he, as 
that of Philip to the Ethiopian; —_ 
| 3 andeſt thou what thou read - 
e 965 And, when you are con- 
fidering what it is to be Born again, you. 
ſhould endeavour to inform your ſelf of 
the Nature and Conſequences of Man's firt 
Lpoſtacy. from his Maker; that N may 
conceive the more truly, and affectingly, 
of his being renew d, and recover d out of 
fuck: a Condition, by the Ge. If we 
are not acquainted with our natural State, 

as 
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as it is a State both of Sin and Miſery, we 
ſhall never ſtrive (as we ought) to get out 
of it. 

Nor are we qualify'd to obtain Merey, 
at the hands of a RepermerR. We are 
told, that CyrisT came to ſeet and to ſave 
that which was loft : Not all that were ſo; 
for then, none muſt be condemned or caſt 
off: But ſuch, as have a deep and #horo* 
ſenſe, that, they are loſt, without a S A- 
vIOUR ; and, accordingly are brought, to 
his Terms, of being Saved. 

It is, therefore, farther requiſite ; that 
you ſhould have very diſtinct conceptions, 
of what is done on his part, and what is to 
be done on yours. CHRIST has done, and 
will do, all the Work of a Savioun; but 
he has not done, and he will not, yea, 
he cannot, do the work of a Sinner: He 
died for us, tis true; but He never un- 
dertook to Repent, and Believe, or be- 
come a new Creature, for any Man: Nor 
did he purchaſe, Eternal Life and Salva- 
tion for any, without theſe : Nor has he 
purchaſed the Spirit, to work in us any way 
unſuitally, to our reaſonable Natures and 
Capacities. 

I might inſtance in ſome other things, 
had I not ſaid ſo much to explain the Do- 
Erine of the. neu Birth already: But I 
ſhall refer the Reader to "0p firft 2 | 
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of this Treatiſe, if he yet ſtands in need' 
of Information, in this Matter; and I 
beg that he would read it with a due Care 
and Attention. 

For this I muſt repeat, that 'till you do 
in ſome meaſure underſtand theſe things, 
you ought to give very diligent attendance - 
to reading the Scriptures, and other Books, 
that may help you to think: aright, both- 
of your Condition, and your Duty. 


IV. You. ſhould herenpon endeavour to af- 
fe your Souls, with a ſenſe, of the Corruption 
of your Nature, and the many Sins that you- 
bave actually committed in yonr Lives. | 

We find in our ſelves, very ſtrong In- 
clinations to many things, which, even 
natural Conſcience tells us, ought not to be ' 
done; and very great reluctancy, and aver- | |} 
ſion to other things, that ought to be done | 
by us. We may obſerve, a deal of con- 
fuſion and inconſiſtency in our Thorghts, | 
a perverſeneſs and meanneſs in our Mills | 
and Tempers, and a prevailing ſenſuality | 
in our Paſſions and Afﬀettions, as allo fre- | 
quent jarrings and contentions amongſt | 
theſe: From all which, you cannot but 
conclude, your Nature is very much 
diſorderd: And therefore ſhould firſt 
260. 1 lament, with the P/almi#, 

1 & 3 

that you were /hapen in Ini- 
quity,, © 
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quity, and conceived in $in. O look to 


Paradiſe, and to a State of Innocence; 
conſider, how wretchedly Humane Na- 


ture is now chang'd, and degenerate: 


from what it once was: Surely it will 
put ſome ſuch} Lamentation, as that 
of the Prophet, into your Mouths; The: 
Crown is fallin from our Head, wo unto: 


us that we have ſinned. 


But then, we muſt not ſatisfie our: 
ſelves, in bewailing our natural depravity, 
only; for, that is to charge all our: 
Crimes, upon our Anceſtors: We mult, 


farther, take an account of our many: 


Actual Tranfgreſions ; and fo remembers 
our own evil ways, and our 
doings that have not beon good, 
as to loath our ſelves, in our own fight, for 
our Iniquities, and for our Abominatious. 

Here, I would adviſe you to ſit down, 
and think over the Sins of Childhood, and: 
Touth, which you are able to call to mind. 
And take as diſtinct an account, as you- 
can, of your Miſcarriages when at Home 
with your Parents; and afterwards, when” 
you were ſent out for Buſinefs, or Educa- 
tion, into the World. 

Think of the ſeveral Places you have: 
liv'd in, and what your Sins have been, 
in each of theſe. | | 

If you are ſo .far advanced in the 

World, 


Ezek. xxxvi. 31. 


* 
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= World, as to have Families of your own, 
_ think of. your Faults in a Relative Capa- 


city What Sins you have been guilty of 


againſt Wife, or Husband, againſt Chil- 


dren, or Servants. 

And ſo, alſo, think of your Sins againſt 
thoſe, you may have dealt with in a way 
of Trade; or eonvers'd with in a way of 
Friendſhip; or thoſe that you ſhould have 
help'd in a way of Charity. 

Take an account of the Sins of your 
Tempers, and Conſtitutions. 

Then mark down thoſe, that ariſc 
from your outward Circumſtances, and: 
Condition. | 

rs Wg. take care to- find out that, 
which is, moſt ſtrictly ſpeaking, your own 
Iniquiiy; (the Sin to which you have 
been moſt addicted;.) and where, in any 
Inſtance, this has broke out in ſuch a 
manner as to leave uneaſie impreſſions 
upon your Minds, be ſure to take an ac- 
count of all ſuch Acts of Wickedneſs. 

Let the Ten Commandments be ſet be- 
fore you, when you are making this. In- 
quiſition: And ſet down the ſeveral Sins 
which you apprehend you have been 
guilty of, in doing what is forbid, or neglecting 
what is required, under each Command. 

After this, think of the times when 
you ſtifled. Conviftions z and turn'd a- 

way 
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way from the offers of Grace, and 
calls to Repentance in the Goſpel. That 


you have not only Sinned, but been Im- . 


penitent too. 

Think of your Sins againſt a RæpxRMu- 
ER: That you have been willing to live, 
ſo long, in Ignorance of his Undertaking : 
Or, that you have thought too ſlightly, and 
meanly, of his Sufferings, and Sacrifice; 
Or, that you have turn'd his Grace into 


fe”. 
bs. 


wantonne(s 5, and becauſe Grace has aboun- 


ded, therefore you have abounded the 
more in Sin. 

Think of the deſpite you have done to the 
Holy Serr1T : Reſiſting his Motions, when 
you have been in Publick Ordinances; and 


putting by, or excufing your ſelves from a. 


compliance with, his more ſecret Sug- 
geſtions. 5 8 
And then at the end of all, reckon up 
the ſeveral Aggravations of your Sins: That 
is, ſet down, as far as you can remember, 
The Mercies and Deliverances, 
The Judgments and Afflictions, 
The Counſels and good Advice, C ginn q 
The Reproofs and Cenſures, Pf . 
The Light and Knowledge, — 
The Vows and Promiſes, - 
With whatever elſe you can think of, 


that will make your Sins appear the 


een do Neu. In 


you have 
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In the whole of this arch after Sin, 
you mult reſolve, that no one Tranſgreſ- 
ſion ſhall be overlook'd, thro' a wilful. 

concealment, or a negligent ſearch, or a vain 
excuſe . But lay thy {elf as open, as poſſi- 
ble, before Gop; and take pains even to 
find: out, thy forgotten, and leſſer Iniqui- 
ties; and be ſure not to admit a thought, 
of any thing, at ſuch a time, that would 
cover thy Guilt. Bone 

Now, ſpread the black Catalogue be- 
fore thine Eyes; And ice what thou canſt . 
do, to excite all manner of Refentments. 
againſt thy Sins, and againſt thy ſelf, be- 
cauſe of them. 

Fhink of cvery thing that may excite. 
thy ſhame. The folly of thy Actions, 
the baſeneſs and meanneſs of them; the. 
reproach which they de/erve, from the. 
World; but eſpecially, their final expo- 
ing of thee, before Angels and Men, at 
the laſt Day. Poſhbly this may turn rh 
Heart againſt, and provoke thine . 
horrence of, thoſe Actions that thus ap- 
pear ſhameful to thee. 

Again; 'try farther what thou canſt 
do to alarm thy Fears. See if the ap- 
prehenſion of ſome dreadful Calamity: 
overtaking thee, whilſt thou art going 
on in a ſinful Courſe, will not make thee; 
cxy out in ſuch Language as that of the, 

P/almiſt, 
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P/almifl, My fleſh trembles for fear of 
thee, and I am afraid of thy Judgments. 
O! ſee if the Terrors of Gop's Law and: 
Juſtice, and eſpecially thoſe of the laſt 
Judgment, be not ſufficient to perſuade: 
thee to Repentance. 

Farther; let every thing that may work. 
upon thy Sorrow, and G7tef, be attended 
to. The Ingratitude thou halt been guil- 
ty of, to the greateſt and beſt of Bene- 
factors; thy Forfeiture of the mott valu- 
able Privileges, and phony + the many. 
miſchiefs thou haſt, now, brought upon 
thy ſelf; and the unſpeakable Torments, 
that Sin hereafter expoles thee to, which 
it is impoſſible for thee to eſcape if thou 
goeſt on in it: And then ſay, if theſe 
things be not enough, to pierce and grieve 
the moſt dull and unimpreſſive Heart, that 
has once learnt to realize what it thinks: 
of. | | 

Once more; let every thing that can, 
ſtir up thy hatred, and aver ſiun, be called, 
to mind. And think, if thou canſt, of 
any thing in the World that deſerves to be 
hated more, than Sin. The molt /oath-: 
ſome Creatures have nothing in them, ſo; 
odious, as Sin; nor the molt wngrateful, 
and abominable Attions of Men toward one- 
another, any thing ſo frightful, as the Sin-. 
ning againſt Gop, 

If, 
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If, by this means, thy Heart is ſet a- 
gainſt thy evil ways; then, the Motions 
of Grace, and of a renewing SPIRIT, will 
be welcome; and then may'ſt thou rea- 
fonably, and comfortably, expe& them. 
And ſo, that ſhame, and fear, and ſorrow 
and hatred, which at firſt might be no 
more than the exerciſe of ſo many natu- 
ral Paſſions ; ſhall be ſublim'd, by the ope- 
ration of the Holy SpiRIr, into that ſavin 
Grace of a Chriſtian, Repentance unto 55 
never to be repented of. 


V. Another of the preſcribed means of 
Regeneration, is, humble and fervent Pray- 
er. I know it is ſaid, that 
the Sacrifice of the wicked is 
an abomination to the Lord: And I have 
heard it therefore argued, by ſome, that 
ſuch as are in an unregenerate State are 
not to be put upon Prayer, or any Reli- 
gious Exerciſe; becauſe, whilſt in ſuch 
a State, nothing that is done by them 
can be acceptable or pleaſing to Go p. 
But this kind of talk is ꝑlainly owing, to 
a Criminal neglect of ſome parts of Scrip- 
ture, which occaſions the wronging and 
mi ſinterpreting of others, If he that is 
wicked, intends to continne in his wicked- 


Prov, XV . J. 


be an Abomination As it is a moſt _ 
i 


neſs; without doubt, his Prayer muſt 
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lent Attempt to impoſe upon an Omni- 
ſcient, Almighty GoD: But if the wick- 
ed Man, under a ferious ſenſe of the 
evil of his ways, and with ſuch kind of 
reflections on himſelf and his Condition 
as thoſe I have juſt mention'd, ſecks to 
Gop for Grace to renew and change his 
Heart and Life, fuch Prayer is far from 
being offenſive to the great Father of 
Mercies. 

St. Peter does expreſly require Simon 
Magus, as ill a Man as he was, and even 
whilſt he was utterly eſtranged to the 
Grace and Spirit of the Go/pel, to pray 
to Gop; and that upon a mere probabi- 
lity, that the thought of his heart might 
be forgiven bim. From whence I think 
there is abundant reaſon to conclude, 
that if a Man's own Conſcience ſhould con- 
demn him; yea, if an Apoſtle, or Meſſen- 
ger ſent immediately from Gon, ſhould 
tell him he is in the Bondage of Sin and 
Tniquity; yet, it is his Duty, to pray for 
pardoning renewing Grace. | 

And ſurely you have encouragement 
enough, to plead with Gop, when you 
find it expreſly ſaid that He 
gives the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask it By which, our Saviour tells 
us a little after our Text, we are born 
again, And elſewhere, the Language of 


ob, 


Luke xi. 13. 


* 
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Go, to a ſinful People, was, — Ie ſhall go 
and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto 
you: And ye ſhall {eek me and find me, when 
you fall ſearch for me with all your heart, 
Jerem. xxix. 12,13. 

You ſay, that you are not able to do 
any thing of your /elf;, and that it is the 
Grace of Gon, alone, that muſt renew and 
{ave you. Can you not expreſs your 
ſelf thus in Prajzer to Gon, as well as 
talk in ſuch a manner to your Fellow- 
Creatures? Go then, and Yell a gracious 
Gop, how helpleſs you are; and how in- 
ſufficient to every good work. If you can 
do no more, yet fo far ſurely you may 
go, to make ſuch Complaints in ſecret, 
as well as in Company; and to ſpeak to 
Him, who ſees: in ſecret, as you would 
do to your Companions. Tell G op: 
therefore, inſtead of telling them, that 
you are convinced nothing but his A1. 
mighty Grace can renew and ſanctifie 
you: And that you therefore come to. 
beg this Grace of him: And withal be 
ſure to urge his own Promiſes, in, and 
thro' our LORD JESUS CuRISFT : And 1 
am perſuaded, you will have no reaton to 
complain, of the ua/ucce/sfulneſs of ſuch a 
Courſe as this. 

There is a very moving Reprelentation, . 
af ſuch a Frame and Temper of * | 
| that. 
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that I would endeavour to work in you 
by thus ſending you to your Knees, in 4 
Diſcourſe of Mr. N. Taylor, concerning 
Faiih in Curisr. Which, with ſome 
little Alterations and Additions, I ſhall 
here recommend to youz as what may 
direct your Thoughts and aſſiſt your Ex- 
preſſions, when firſt, under diſcourag- 
ing Apprehenſions of your ſelves, you 


look to a REDEEMER to help and {ave 
you. 


« My Sins are many, and my Danger 
is great, and my Fears are proportiona- 
c ble to both What will become of me 
© to all Eternity, Gop only knows —— 
„ There is indeed Salvation for 1% Sin- 
ners, thro' the Blood of a crucify'd I k- 
sus; but I am terribly afraid I ſhall 
never get an Interest in it. Many 
« Diſcouragements break in, like Wave 
& after Wave, on my diſtreſſed Soul; 
& and J have ſcarce Faith, and Hope e- 
nough, to put up a Prayer to Gop : And 
yet, I cannot forbear crying, Lord be mer- 
ciful to me a Sinner ! If ſuch ſhort, but 
ardent Breathings as theſe, may obtain 
the gracious Regards of my great Logp, 
I ſhall be happy. If theſe will 20 a- 
vail, what ſhall a poor Creature do, that 
knows not how to order his Words, or 


how 


.CC 
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how to govern his Thoughts, or to per- 
form any thing that is really good! —— 
O how am I now toſs'd in my own Spi- 
rit “I am told there is a ſafe and 
« defirable Harbour before me; but 
& Lord! at how great a diſtance am I 
© from it: It is not long ſince I had a- 
& ny thought about it, and I fear I ſhall 
ce never reach it, I ſee the Waves {well 
& and prevail ſo much before me: Lorp 
fave me, or I periſh ! « Well, I muſt 
ce and will try, what rich, ſovereign, free 
&« Grace will do for me If I am the 
ce vile Sinner that ever was, then 
« a Cunts had never yet ſo fair an Op- 
“ portunity, of ſhewing his tender Love, 
& his infinite Power, his unſhaken Faith- 
« fulneſs, and the value and efficacy of his 
% Blood, in all their Beauty and Glory, 
4% as now he has. What, tho' I am an 
& obſcure Perſon, and ſhould never have 
cc an Opportunity to publiſh it on Earth; 
“ yet it will not die as a Secret in my Bo- 
« /om: The happy Tydings will vun 
& through the Heavens; and the bleed 


e [yhabitants above, will wonder at ſuch 
4 exceeding Grace, overflowing to mne. 
% Eternal Hallelujabs will be ſung, to the 
„% Lamp of Gop, on my account. I 
& will, therefore, caſt my ſelf into the 
% Arms of infinite Merxcy——— But, that's 

6... 7.0 too 


2 
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cc too proud and forward an Expreſſion 
“I would rather fay, ll throw my ſelf 
cc at his Feet: If he ſpurn me away, I 
& can but die then, and die I muſt if I 
&« don't apply to him. Who knows, but 
« he may ſtretch out the Scepter of his 
&« Grace, and then I ſhall live. How- 
« ever, live or die, I'll betake my ſelf to 
&« him; if ever Help comes, I know it 
& muſt come this way. And as I am re- 
“ ſolved to pray, ſo I will wait the Iſſue 
« of my Prayers; and ſee how it ma 
“ pleaſe, the moſt compaſſionate Lover of 
&« Souls, to deal with Mine. 


* 


VI. You may now venture, to make a 
ſolemn Dedication of your ſelves to Go p, 
through CaxrisT JEsus, as thoſe that are 
deſirous to be his in an everlaſting Covenant. 
When you have been entreating the Fa- 
vour of God, with your whole 
Hearts; and pleading the Me- 
rits and Mediation of his Son, in whom he 
has declar'd himſelf to be E- _ _ 
ver well pleaſed; you may ind ... 
then proceed, to a Surrender 
of your Souls into his Hands; and may en- 
Sage your ſelves, by particular Vous, and 

romiſes, to be the Lord's. 

This you muſt take Care to do with 
the greateſt Seriou/ne/s and Solemnity : 
Let 


Pſal. cxix. 58. 
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Let it be done, in a way that may moſt 
thoroughly impreſs, and engage, your own 
Hearts, and you may depend upon it, that 
ſuch, as are thus brought to give upthem- 
ſelves to Gop, He will in no wiſe caſt off 
And 'tis certainly fir, you ſhould act in 
this Caſe, as Men are us'd to do, in other 
Affaiis of Impor.ance ; that is, not only in 
Nord, but in Hriting, this Covenant De- 
dication of your ſelves ſhould be made. 
You ſhould draw up a Summary, of what 
you engage both to Be, and to Do; and 
then /er it with your own Hand, as a Te- 
ſtimony of your acting with the utmoſt 
Confideration, Hleartineſs, and Reſolution in 
this matter. | 

I am far from being ſingular, in giving 
ſuch Advice, as this: And I am not the 
only Perſon, that has reaſon to be thank- 
-ful to Gop, for an early complying with it. 
Mr. Couge, Mr. Allen, and others of our 
molt ſcrious Writers on the Subjects of 
Converſion and Regeneration, have inſiſted 
on ſuch a Method, as the moſt proper 
way of entring upon a religious Life. 
And when Men are once brought to ap- 
- ply their Thoughts, to the things of Gop, 
and the Concerns of their Souls, as they 
o ht to do; they will not call it a Task, or 
a count it an auneceſſary Burden, to be 
obliged to this. When Vaiab e. 
volt ing 


— 


Z 


of my Lite; an 
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ling the Converſion, of thoſe that ſhould 
live in after-times, and of thoſe that were 
Aliens. to the Covenant of Promiſe made 
with Vael, he repreſents it thus; that 
one ſhall ſay I am the Lord's: and a- 
nother ſhall call himſelf by | 
the Name of JacoB: and a- | 
nother ſhall ſubſcribe, with his Hand, unto 
the Logp. ' 

W hen, therefore, you have conſider- 


Ifai. xliv. 5. 


cd well, the Terms upon which you are 


to give up your ſelves to Gop; if you 
find a willingneſs and defire to comply 
with them, write them out: And then 
venture, by ſubſcribing your Haud to them, 
to declare your acceptance of them, and 
your hearty Reſolution to obſerve them. 
And in this firſt ſolemn | Dedication 
of your ſelves to Gop, in CHRIST, 
I would adviſe you, to make uſe of the 
following Words, or ſomething of the 
lame Import. . 4 


Lorp Gop, the Maker of Hea- 
ven and Earth ! by whoſe 
Word, and for whole G/ory, I, and 
all Creatures were made: I now 
come to acknowledge Thee, as the Au- 
thor of my Being; and the Preſerver 
F the Giver of every 

F thing 
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thing I enjoy. And, therefore, do now 
ſubmit my ſelf, to thee, as my rightful 
Owner, and Sovereign Lord. Father, 
T have ſinned agamſt Heaven, and 
in thy Sight, and am not worthy to 
be called thy Child; I ſhall think my 
ſelf highly honour'd, and very hap- 
Py, if thou wilt but recezve me as 
one of thy meaneſi Servants. I here 
bring thee a Crearnyre, of thine own, 
that has been flraying from thee. 
This Soul and Body, now proftrate 
at thy Footſtool, T humbly offer un- 
to thee; that thou may'ſt go over thy 
Work again, and create me anew al- 
ter thine own 4 age and ſo will I 
be thy faithful Servant, as long as 
live. | 

O BLESSED Jesus! if thou wilt now 


take my Part, and plead my Cauſe 


with the FarHER, I am ready to pro- 
feſs my ſelf thy Diſciple, upon thine 
own Terms; and to follow thee, (if 
my Heart deceive me not,) whzther- 
ſoe ver thou goeſt. I do ſincerely give 
my ſelf to thy Teaching and In- 
ſruction- O give me Under ſtand- 
ing! that I may &now #he Truth as 
$12 


* 
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it is in thee. I do, unteignedly, con- 
ſent to thy Government ; And with a 
Mind willing ro obey thee, I can now 
lay, Loxb, what wilt thou have me 
fo do? I will aſcribe, all the Honour 
of my Salvation, to thy meritorious 
Death, and powerful [nftercefſion : 
And in theſe, alone, will I repoſe my 
133 | 
And now, if my Lord will under- 
take, that his Grace ſhall be ſufficient . 


for me, there is nothing that I ſhall 


think too difficult to attempt, or too 
much to ſuffer, for thee. I do liſt 
my ſelf this Day under thy Banner, 
as the great Captain of my Salvation. 
Aftrighred at my ſelf, to think that I 
have ſo long been under the Power 
and Tyranny of the Devil; whom I 
ſhall, from this Moment, re//? to the 
uttermoſt. Tam 8 this World 
is nothing but Vanity, and vexation 
of Spirit ; and therefore ſhall ſer my 
ſelf, by thy Help, and according to 
they Example, to conquer it and bring 
it into SubzefFion. I have found my 
own Heart corrupt, wicked, and de- 
ceitful; and therefore I will no * 


F 2 pretend 
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ag 6 to manage ſor my ſelf,” 
bur ſhall rejoyce ro give up every 
Thought, and Will, and Affection, 
intirely to Zhee. I am now deſirous 
to be Thine, ſo as not to be Another's: 
Thine, and not the Devil's; Thine, 
and not the World's; Thine, and not 
my Own. 

To thee, O Hory Sp RTI I ac- 
per my ſelf indebted, for theſe 
and all other good Inclinations: And, 
that I may be enabled to Ho to my 
preſent Purpoſes; and to improve in 
a holy, heavenly Diſpoſition of Mind; 
I now caſt my ſelf” upon thee, for all 
that Direction and Aſſiſtance, which 
my Circumſtances, from time to time, 
may require. Hence-forward, I ſhall 
yield my ſelf to my Conduct, and In- 
fluence: And ſhall make it my Care 
to attend to all thy Motions, and | 
Conviftions; both in performing my 
Duty, and abſtaining from Sin; and 
ſo to do thole things, that may be 
molt pleaſing to thee. 

Thus, O Farurr, Son, and Spi- 
RIT! with my whole Heart I deſire, 
freely and fully, to devote my ſelf | 
| ___ „ 


— 
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to thee: Chuſing thee for my ever- 


laſting Portion, and Promiſing to ſerve 
thee as my ſapreme Maſter and Lok, 
whilſt I have a Being. 

And as a Proof of my J:ncerzty, 
and of my ardent Deſire to make good 
ſuch a Profeſſion, I am willing to 
bind my ſelf, by ſetting my Hand to 
all this; that it may be a Witneſs for, 
or againſt me, as I behave my ſelf 4. 


greeavly, or diſagreeably, to what I 
now do. 


* * * * 


This I would adviſe you to read over 


and over, before you ſubſcribe it: And 


if there be any particular Expreſſions, that 
you cannot ſo uli make your own, as 
may be neceſſary to the affixing your 
Name, you will do well to make ſuch Al- 
terations, as you think may render it more 
ſuitable to your own Caſe, But whenever 
you /ign this, or any other Inſtrument of 
the like nature, let your Minds be as free, 
as pothble, from all other Affairs; that 
you may be the more perfeftly engaged in 
ſuch a Tranſaction, and the more deeply 
impreſs'd by it. 


F 3 LAsr- 
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LasTLY, What farther remains, is on- 
ty to abide by what you have done, and to 
try how far you can go, in amending your 
Lives and Actions. 

"Tis poſſible, that after the moſt ſo- 
lemn ſurrender of your ſelves to GOP, 
you may yet for a while int you are 
neglected by Him: Nay, your Tempta- 
tions may be ſo much the ſtronger, and 
your Conflicts the greater for a time, 
that you may zhink you are in a worſe 
Condition, than before you laid your ſelves 
under ſuch Engagements. Ve are not 
ignorant of the Devices of the Devil; 
who, when he finds you are like to be 
reſcued from his Dominion, will give you 
all the Diſturbance and Trouble that is in 
his Power. But this, however, ſhould not 
occaſion any diſiike of what you have 
done; or any diſtruſt of the Mercy of 
Gop, to whom you have committed 
your Souls. 

If you think your Prayers, and your 
Offerings, have not yet gane up with Ac- 
ceptance before your Lo RD; you mult 
repeat them; and cy the /ouder ; As 
the two blind Men did, when CHRIST 
had paſſed by them, Jesus: thou Son of 
David, have Mercy on us. Yea, if you 
thould interpret his Language, towards 

Jon, 
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you, to be the fame with that, to the Mo- 
man of Cauaan; It is not meet F 
to take the Childrens Braak 
and to caſt it to Dogs; yet till, true Hu- 
mility will enable you, to form a Plea from 
thence ; not to ½ a Diſcouragement in 
your ſelves upon it. Logp, 1 acknow- 
ledge my ſelf a vile, unworthy Creature; 
if I am ſet amongſt the Dogs, it is but 
where J deſerve to be: But let me not 
meet with worſe Treatment than hey do, 
which are allow'd to eat of the Crumbs 
that fall from their Maſters Table. O 
let down ſomething, from thy ſelf, that 
may be a Token of thy owning, and ac- 
cepting me; tho' it ſhould be never fo 
ſmall a Favour, it ſhall be to me a valued 
one. But let not my Lomb be angry, if 
I go on to ſay; That, tho' I am not wor- 
thy, with Dogs, to gather the Crumbs 
that fall from %) Table, yet I will not let 
thee 20, until thou bleſs me with Childrens 
Bleſſings. 

Thus, if we not only ast, and ſeek, but 
continue to krocrk;, and, with an unwea- 
ried Importunity, ſollicit for Grace and 
Mercy; we ſhall not be finally diſap- 
pointed. We are moſt ſure, we have to 
do with one, that is able to fave to the ut- 
termoſt: And it would not be ſo hard, to 
be aſſured of his wil/ingne/5, to help and 

F 4 ſave 
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ſave us, if it was not one part of our Sin 
and Miſery, in a natural State, to be di- 
ſtruſtful and afraid of the great Gop. 
Theſe Fears and Suſpicions (amongſt o- 
ther Diſorders,) we are ſeeking to be de- 
liver'd from, in our Regeneration; and 
therefore muſt not give way to 'em, how- 
ever we may find reaſon to complain of 'em. 
But to proceed to the other part of 


this laſt Direction; you muſt 2 how far 


you can go, in amendins your Lives and 
Actions. Try, tho' you fall ſbert of what 
you attempt: It will make you more 
ſenſible of your own Weakneſs and Inſuffi- 
ciency : It will ſhew you where all your 
Help and Strength lyes : And it will make 
you more earneſt in imploring Aid and Aſ- 

ſiſtance ſrom above. | 
Try what you can do, to veſtrain your 
ſelves from the Sins, you have been moft 
apt to commit: Poſſibly upon exerting 
your Reſolution and Endeavours this 
way, you may find ſome Sins more eaſily 
fortaken and ſubdued than you could have 
expected: Poflibly you may find, the 
Grace you have been ſeeking after, has 
been given in, even whilit you were pray- 
ing for it. However, there are ſome com- 
mon Actions, that, may be alter'd and re- 
form'd, by the help of common Grace: And 
theſe, you mult firſt begin with. For 
inſtance, 
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inſtance; he that us'd to ſpend his Lokxp's 
Days in the Fields, or in publick Houſes, 
or in viſiting his Friends; may with the 
ſame, perhaps leſs, bodily Labour, go to 
the Place of Gop's Worthip, or to con- 
verſe with thoſe that would-be ſerviceable 
to him in the Matters of Religion : He 
that could lie, and ſwear, and curſe, and pro- 
phane the Name of Gop; may, as eaſily 
be /ilent, as employ his Tongue in ſuch a 
manner: He that could defraud, or-ftrike, 
or injure his Neighbour, cannot pretend 
want of Power to forbear ſuch Actions. 
Every one muſt be ſenſible, upon the 
firſt mention of theſe things, that it re- 
quires greater Power to do them, than 
to be fill and unactive, and to do nothing 
ar all. 

Now, if you-can, for the preſent, go no- 
farther than this; *tis ſomething very con- 
ſiderable towards the Reformation I am 
ſpeaking of: "Tis one half of the 
Work, to cea/e to do evil; and 
the other half, is, % learn to 
do well. And if a good Gop obſerves us 
ſtriving to pleaſe him, in the former 
reſpect ; we have abundant reaſon 20 
truſt him, as to the latter: That he will 
Furniſh us, for every good Work, and en- 
able us, more and more, to abound therein. 
it is obſerveable, that when the Prodigal 
; F 7 WH# 
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was yet a great way off, the Father ſav 
him, and ran to meet him And he has not 
leſs Concern for, or Regard to, returning 
Prodigals now, than he had in former 
times. He is as ready, to meet, and help, 
and encourage them, as ever. 

So that to cloſe this Head; where ſe- 


rious Conſideration, Prayer, and devoting 


our ſelves to Gop, is accompany'd with 
the beſt Endeavours of which we are Ca» 
pable ; we may then comfortably expect, 


and ſhould wait for, the /pecial Grace and 


Aſſiſtance of a divine SyiriT, that may 
work in us yet more effectually, to our 
compleat Santtification and Salvation. 


In the Concluſion of this Chapter, let 
me engage thoſe that are, themſelves, in 
a /afe State, (if any ſuch ſhould look over 
this /;ttle Book,) to pray earneſtly and with 
a hearty Concern, tor them that may now 


be in the fruggles of this neu Birth. 


Thoſe that cannot help them any o- 
ther way, yet may do it by their Pray- 
ers, You ſhould therefore intreat for 
them, that they may not ſtrive, or be un- 
der Convictions, in vain; but that the 
may become the Children of Gop, by 
partaking of his Nature, and ſo being 
brought into his Family. 
Every one that is thus added to the 
| Church 
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Church of CHRIS, brings ſo much more 
of his Preſence and Spirit, into the Mem- 
bly where he worſhips, as he is hereby 
poſſeſs'd of: Vea, he adds Strength to a 
Repermer's Iutereſt in the World: He 
adds alſo to the Joy of Heaven; and will 
in a particular manner be a Joy and a 


* o 
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Crown to thoſe, that are any way inſtru- 


mental of bringing him to Gop. 

Let us then be very fervent, in our Pe- 
titions for ſuch: That the Vit, or Malice, 
or Vices of thoſe with whom they con- 
verſe, may not prevent the good Effect 
of any ſerious Impreſſions that have been 
made on their Souls; nor the A/aults 
and Fuggeſtions of the Devil, diſcourage 
them. And, as many of the Children of 
religions Parents, are now become Deſer- 
ters of that which is good; and are taking 
part, with the protane, and irreligious 
World; ſo ſhould we double our Re- 
queſts to G op, that he would bring in o- 
zhers. And for my own part, I am not 
withour Hope, that even Thoſe, who are 
brought up in Sin and Folly, may yet be- 
come //itneſjes for Gop: And that thole 
who are Enemies, yet ſhall become Exam— 
ples, of true inward Piety and Religi- 
on, in the midſt of a crooked, perverſe Ce- 
aeration. | 
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CHAP. IV. 
The Evidences of being born again. 


HE Deſign of this Chapter is, to 
_ ſet before you the particular In- 
ftances of that Change, which is wrought 
in the Hearts, and Lives, of them that are 
ſaid to be Born again. Theſe are ſome- 
times put into the Explication, but I ra- 
ther chooſe to inſiſt on them as Eviden- 
ces, of the new Birth. Some things I may 
have occaſion to mention, that are ne- 
ceſſarily included in the account of theſe 
Firſt Impreſſions from above, that are. 
Saving and EffeCtual : Ozhers there are 
that will be found only, and wholly 
conſeguent thereupon : But I think it 
molt. proper, and uſeful, to conſider both 
together ; that we may have the more 
full and compleat view of them; and fo, 
be able to paſs a truer Judgment upon our 
ſelves, whether we are really renew'd or 
Bot. | 
I heartily wiſh, that ſuch as have been 
deceiving themſelves, with an Imagination 
that all is well with them, would read 
over, and think of, the following Eviden- 
ces of a ſaving Change, till they become 
ſenſible of their State and Condition. And 
I {hou}d 
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T ſhould rejoyce to contribute any thing 
toward the peace and ſatisfaction, of thoſe 
that are full of Doubts and Fears, but yet 
truly Regenerate; by helping them ta 
produce ſuch Proofs, of their being the 
Children of GoD, as may ſafely be de- 
pended upon. | 
Let it be conſidered then, that where- 
ever a ſaving Change is wrought, it wilt 
diſcover it ſelf, both, in the Mind and 
Temper inwardly, and in the Converſation 
and Behaviour outwardly, 


I. When a Man is truly Regenerate, 
there are plain Evidences of his being fo 
in his Mind and Temper. Tho' the differ- 
ent, and nobler exerciſe, of the Reaſonable 
Powers, and altering the general bent and 
diſpoſition of the Soul, may not be / 
diſcernible in ſome, as in others; yet, there 
is enough to be obſerv'd in a/!, if they 
ſtrictly look into themſelves, to deter- 
mine this matter, - whether ſuch a Change 
be really wrought in them, or not. | 


1. The Spirit of him that is Born a- 
gain, is ver) lowly and humole. When 
renewing Grace reach'd the Heart of a 
poor Publican, and firſt taught him to 
pray an acceptable Prayer to Gor, He 
did not think himſelf worthy ſo much as 

10 
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to approach the Temple, or any thing 
that was Sacred; he flood afar off, and 
ſmote upon his Breaſt ; in 
very Hort, but very humble 
Language, pouring out his Soul before 
the Almighty; Gop be merciful to me a 
Sinner / 

A Principle of Grace, does ſo much 
greaten our views of the Divine Perfe- 
ions; and, in ſuch a manner, repreſent 
the whole of Gop's Proceedings toward 
the Children of Men; that /e/f ſinks in- 
to nothing: And we know not where to 
caſt our ſelves, into a place or poſture 
low enough, when we lift up our Eyes 
towards. him that dwells in the Hea- 
ve ns. 

Vea, there is a mighty Alteration, as 
to the Lowlineſs and Humility of thoſe 
that have been under the influences of a 
regenerating SPIRIT, even toward their 
Fellow - Creatures. To this is owing, 
(what you may poſſibly have ſeen, and 
Wondred at,) the exceeding reverence and 
reſpect which has been thewn, by ſome, 
toward thole Mizifiers that have been 
Inſtruments of their Conviction and Con- 
verſion. Tho' zefore, ſuch Perſons 
would have been ready to treat Men of 
our Character with ieleuce or diſregard 
yet now, they eſtcem us worthy of double 

Honour; 
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Honour: And think, they cannot have too 
great a veneration, for thoſe that are truly 
ſerious, and have been any way ſerviceable 
to make them /. 

And then farther; this Humility and 
Poverty of Spirit will ſhew 1t ſelf, in one 
Inſtance, or other, toward All. He that 
is born of the Spixir, looks upon them, 
that he thinks are thus renewed, as the 
Excellent ones of the Earth; and is ready 
to prefer the Attainments and Graces, of 
almoſt every ſuch Perſon that he meets 
with, before his own. And where any 
appear contrary to him, he yet carries it 
with great meekneis toward them, and is 
particularly careful not to give any juſt oc- 
caſion of offence to them. Yea, ſuch is 
the Character of the true Chriſtian, that 
he is cloathed with Humility: ED 
This is what, ſhews it ſelf, ONE 
in every Condition of Life; and becomes 
a Dreſs, that is worn at all times. 


2. The general and prevailing Diſpoſi- 
tion of a Soul that is Born again, will 
be very Sincere and Upright. Folly, and 
Falſhood, and Perverſeneſs, are naturally 
bound up in our Hearts. Whilſt unre- 
newed, it may be ſaid of every Man, 
that he walketh in a vain 
fhew : He ſets up thoſe things 


Pſal. Xxxix. 6, 


for 
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for Excellencies in himſelf, that are mere 
Hanities, and of no intrinſick value; or 


elſe, he pretends to thoſe Virtues, and Re- 


commending Qualiſications, of which he is 
really deſtitute; and would be eſteemed 
quite another Perſon, to what, in Fa and 
in Truth, he is. He would be thought 
to know things, of which he is ſadly ig- 
norant; I mean, the things of Gop and 
his Salvation And will talk as boldly, and 
peremptorily about them, as if all the Pro- 
ceedings, of the Judge of quick and dead, 
were to be determined, by his Thoughts 
and Tongue. He would be thought poſ- 
ſc{s'd of thoſe Graces, to which, his Life 
is a Contradiction; and will needs aſſume 
to himſelf the honour, of being a Member 
of the true Church, when he has nothing 
of true Religion. Thus allo in the whole 
of his Converſation, and Affairs in the 
World, if. you ſtrictly obſerve ſuch a Man, 
you will generally find him under one 4% 
guiſe or another; except, when he is gra- 
tifying his Humour, or his Vices, and then 
indeed you may come to a thorough know- 
ledge of him. 

The Reverſe of this, is the Character 
of him that is Born from above. He is 
one that is truly ſenſible of the Emprine/s, 
and Deceit, of all the gay or wealthy ap- 
pearances of Men in this World: mn 
1e 
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he is ready to confeſ the inſufficiency of 
all theſe things, either to add to his Worth, 
or to make him Happy. And then in mat- 
ters of Religion, he is one that docs not 
carry his Pretenſions to Knowledge, to 
Goodneſs, to inward Qualifications, or to 
outward Privileges, fariher than what he 
finds good ground for, in himſelf. He does 
not affect to appear better than he 16; but 
in /ecret, and at heart, is many degrees be- 
yond what he ſeems to be, before others. 
Vea, I have ſometimes thought, that to 
look upon a Good Man in his weakne/es, 
and imperfeftions;. and to hear him ac- 
knowledge, as the Saints in Scripture have 
done, his very worſt failings and miſcarri- 
ages; has added a Luſtre to that part of 
his Character, that he is with- 5 
out Guile. And if that ex- . 
preſſion be fully attended to, I do not, any 
where, know a brighter deſcription of one 
that is Born again, or a better Evidence of 
our being new Creatures, 


3. The Underſlanding of him that is 
Born again, is enlightned, to diſcern thoſe 
things, of which before it was ignorant, or 
at leaf, to which it ſhew'd no juſt regard. 
Hence it is, that the Scripture makes uſe 
of ſuch Phraſes, to deſcribe this Change, 
as, being turned from Darkneſs to Light ; 
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and, ye were ſometimes Darkneſs, but now 
are ye Light inthe Logp. Hereby in- 
timating to us, that the Diſcoveries , 
which renewing Grace makes to the Sort, 
are like the breaking in of Light to the bo- 
dily Eyes when a Man has fate ſome time 
in Darkneſs: Whilſt the Room where he 
ſat was dark, tho' the very ſame Furniture 
Paintings and Ornaments were in it, that 
afterward appear, yet he ſees nothing at all 
of them; but as ſoon as the Light ſhines 


upon him, he has then a great deal of plea- 


ſure and entertainment in viewing what is 
about him. Thus, the great Truths of Re- 
ligion are moſt fully revealed, and laid be- 
fore us; but we perceive them not, (at leaſt 
in their excellency and importance, ) till a 
Heavenly Light ſhines into our minds: And 
then, with the Apoſtle, we are ready to cry 
out, the depth . riches both of the Knows 
ledge and WiſdomofGop! Rom. xi. 33. 
Thoſe eſpecially, that have been brought 
up Strangers to every thing of a Religious 
Nature, that have zever been inſtructed in 
the Scriptures, or the firſt Principles ot 
Chriſtianity; have an amazing Scene open 
ed to them, when firſt they turn their 
Thoughts to Religion, and are taught to re- 
allize the things that are Eternal. Such 
Converts, are thoroughly ſenſible of the 
{llumination of their Minds, by a renew- 


ing 
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ing SPIRIT; and nothing more needs to 
be ſaid under this Head, with reſpect to 
them., But in other Caſes, when Men have 
attain'd a. ſpeculative Knowledre of the ge- 
nerally receiv'd Notions of Religionz or 
where, from their In fancy any have known 
the Scriptures, and have got by heart the 
chief things contained therein, it is not fo 
eaſie to diicover the diference there is in 
their ander landing of Divine Things be- 

fore, and after their Converſion. 
Natural Reaſon is manifeſtly more 
lively and penetrating in /ome, than in 
others: And the ſeveral ways of Educa- 
tion, do make a very great difference, even 
in them, that are of equal Capacities: In- 
ſomuch, that the firft Principles of Reli- 
gion, written in our Hearts, may be un- 
erſtoood, and talk'd of with greater 
clearneſs, by many who are guided only 
by natural Light, than by others that 
are enlightned with /aving Knowledge. 
But then, thele Principles have not the 
ſame effect and influence upon Both: 
There is another kind of attention to them, 
reliſh tor them, and practiſiug upon them, 
where they are Spiritually diſcerned; 
than where they are underſtood, only by 
the force of good natural parts, or the 
Advantages ot a polite Education. And 
there are /eome Truths in the Chriſtian 
Religion 
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Religion of ſuch a nature, that the A.- 
poſtle ſays the natural Man, 
(even the Man of Reaſoning 
and Learning,) cannot receive them; but 


1 Cor. xi. 14. 


only he, who is taught by the 8SpIRIT of 


Goo. 

We may very well compare, the Ra- 
tional and Spiritual Man; when reading 
the Terms of Salvation, and the Promi- 


ſes of the Goſpel; to a Later, and an Heir, 


reading of the ſame Mill The Lawyer 
conſiders only the Senſe and Expreſſion of 
the ſeveral Articles, ſo as to obſerve 
what is the Force and Import of 'em 


according to Law; But the Heir reads 


every Article with a very diſtin&t Appli- 


cation of it ro Himſelf, in what is be- 


queathed to him; and diligently obſerves, 
what is required of him: He forms his 
Meaſures and Conduct thereupon ; lays it 
by as his Treaſure, and as the Security 
upon which he depends for all that he 
enjoys. Such a kind of Knowledge is 
that, which the renewed Mind is furniſh'd 
with, as to Spiritual and Heavenly 
things: A Knowledge, that ſhews us our 
Intereſt in them; and fo muſt needs ex- 
cite another kind of attention and regard, 


than where they are made Matters of 
mere Speculation, 


So. 
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So alſo, in the Caſe of thoſe that, from 
their Childhood, have been acquainted 
with the Holy Scripture; we ſhall find 
a very great difference, between, — their 
firſt /enſe of things, —and that, which by 
renewing Grace they are brought to. 
The Memories of ſuch are ſtored, with a 
variety of excellent and uſeful Paſſages, 
from the Word of Go D: They have 
learnt, perhaps, ſeveral Summaries of Re- 
ligion : The Articles of Faith, and the 
Rules of Duty, which are common- 
ly received in the Chriſtian World, 
may be very readily and exactly recited 
by. them: But all is cold and ine fectual, 
till the SpIRIT of Regeneration gives 
them their proper Force and Influence: 
While they pronounce the moſt ſolemn, and 
ſubſtantial, and ſelf- concerning Truths, 
yet all paſſes merely for words of courſe, 
till Divine Grace makes them ſenſible of 
the vaſt weight and meaning of what has 
been rendred ſo familiar to them. 

We may therefore conclude, - from: 
theſe ſeveral Inſtances; that wherever a 
ſaving Change is wrought in a Soul, it 
will introduce, and improve, /uch a Knows. 
ledge of the things of Gop, as thole, that 
are in a natural State, are Strangers to; 
If not in the things themſelves, that are 
known; yet in the manner of knowing 
Bare them, 
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them, I believe, this may always be ob- 
ſerv'd. 

Aſter J have th explain'd, the ander- 
Randings being enligbined, in him that is horn 
again; 1 think there is no room left, for an 
Man to conceive well of himlelf, merely 
from his having imbib'd a ſet of Good, or as 
ſome would ſpeak, Orthodox Notivns in 
Religion: Nor will a Man's being fur- 
niſh'd, with a ſet of new Notious, that 
may for a while /urprize and entertain 
Him, prove, that he is a new Creature. 
Nor yet, on the other hand, can any 
one reaſonably conclude from what has 
been faid, that his State is bad, if his 
Knowledge of Divine Things be affecting, 
and operative; tho' it may not be to 
great, or ſo lately obtain'd, as to appear 
any thing extraordinary to him. 


. The Will of him that is Born again, 
4s Hats to an intire ſubmiſſion and obe- 
dience to the Will of Gon. Some of the 
firſt words that Converting Grace put 
into the Lips of St. Paul, were, LoRD, 
what will thou have me to do? And now, 
from a furious, ſelf-opinionated Per/ecu- 
tor, he becomes a tractable, ſubmiſſive 
Learner, of the Truth as it is in Ixsus. 
O the Power of Divine Grace! to re- 
move all the Prejudices and Obſtinacy of 
Men 
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Men; and to correct all that Stubbory- 
neſs and Reluctancy of the Will, againſt 
the Laws, or the Providence, of Gop, 
which a vain World, a ſinful Heart, and 
a malignant Temper, urge Men to: 
W hile our Wills are determin'd, by the 
common Behaviour, and [nclinations, of 
thoſe amongſt whom we live; or di- 
rected, by fome reigning Corruption in 
our elves; or ſubject to the wies and 
ſuggeſtions of the wicked one; there is 
an enmity to Gon, and to what he re- 
quires of us: But as ſoon as a Principle 
of Grace prevails in the Soul, it brings 
every Thought and Inclination into /ub- 
jection. 

Hereby, we are brought greatly to re- 
. vere the Nil of Gop, in his Word: 

And the Commandment is ac- n. „i. 12 
knowledg'd to be Holy, Juſt © | © 
and Good: Holy, in its Precepts; Juſt, in 
its Threatnings; Good, in its Promiſes ; 
and All, in its great End and Defien ; moſt 
excellently contriv'd, and fit to be ſub- 
ſcrib'd to, in every thing. 

Grace teaches us, alſo, to bow to the 
Will of Gop in his Providence. Tho? our 
own Projects are croſs'd, and thoſe 
Proſpects which we thought we had be- 
fore us, may be cut oF; yet we are 
taught to acquieſce, in the ſoyereign diſ- 


poſals 
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poſals of our great Governor and Owner, 
in every occurrence of our Lives. Our 
Schemes of Action are all ſubmitted to 
him; our Poſſeſſlons and Enjoyments are 
all reſign'd into his hands; and our ex- 
ppectations are made entirely dependent 
upon him, to accompliſh, or over rule 
them, as he ſees beſt. 
Not that there is, ſuch a ſubjection, in 
the Will of a regenerate Man, as to 
make no reſiſtance to the Commands or 
Diſpoſals of Almighty Go p: For then 
there would never be any of thoſe ſrug- 
gles or conflicts, which good Men conti- 
nually complain of, between Grace and 
Corruption: But there is ſuch a ſubje- 
Ction, in him that is Born again, That 
in his effeem, he gives a preference to the 
will of GoD; and, in his endeavours, 
ſtrives to. be more and more conformed 
to it; and, in Fact, this does at lag prevail 
againſt all the ex/laving Motions of an 
untoward volition and inclination. 
Solomon, in the Book of Proverb, 
frequently deſcribes an Ill Man, as one 
that has a perverſe and froward heart; 
which cannot be led and governed, b 
any Methods, or Directions, tho' never 1 
wiſe or good. He that is Born again, 
muſt therefore be delivered, in ſome 
mcalure, from this diſorder; and, as to 
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the general bent of his mind, muſt become 
tractable and ſubmiſſive, ready to yield 
to every thing that would make him 
Wiſer and Better. 

I ſhall only add here; that where this 
is ſought for, as an evidence of Regenera- 
tion, we are not to form a Judgment, 
either of our ſelves or others, from ſome 
particular indiſpoſitions of the Soul; from 
its untoward Temper at ſome times, and 
under extraordinary Provocations; but, 
from the general, and mo? ſettled diſpoſiti- 
on of it. 

7. The Conſcience, of him that is Born 
again, is tender and faithful, Natural 


Conſcience, is neither ſo ſoon alarm'd upon 


a miſcarriage, nor ſo eaſily convinced of 
a Fault, nor ſo much concern'd at what is 
amiſs, nor fo hard to forgive and quiet 
it ſelf after an offence, as the renewed 
Conſcience is: So that, in all theſe inſtan- 
ces, we may obſerve a very great differ- 
ence, between the Regenerate, and the 
Unregenerate. | 

Natural Conſcience is alarm'd, only 
when Men are guilty of ohen and ſcanu— 
dalous Sins: The renewed Conſcience 
takes very great notice, even of /e/er, and 
ſecret Faults. 

When natural Conſcience convicts of 
Sin, it does what it can to colour over and 
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excuſe it; and to make it appear, in the 
molt fatourable manner, upon a repreſen- 
tation of it: The renewed Conſcience is 
careful to look upon every thing as it real- 
ly is; and to take in every Circumſtance of 
a Tranſgreſhon, whether it make it ſeem 
| greater, or leſs, than of it ſelf it might be. 
þ While the natural Conſcience nceds 
the utmolt exciting and awak'ning, to 
make it ſenſible of the great Evil there 
is in Sin: The renewed Conſcience needs 
no Arguments, or Eloquence, to move it; 
but is preſently fill'd, with a very deep 
wneaſineſs and concern, at the thought of 
what has been amis. 

Natural Conſcience is ſcon filenc d, or 
diverted, and made eafic, by hiding, or 
forgetting the Sin that troubled it: Bur 
the renewed Conſcience, when under a 
ſenſe of Guilt, is like the Eye when it 
has got a Mote in it; reſtleſs, and rolling 
it ſelf to and fro', and wazering till it has 
wept it out; never guet till it has ſome 
hope of a renewed Pardon. 

But this, however, is to be obſerv'd; 
that, even the renewed Conſcience is not, 
equally impreſſive, in all Per ſons; nor, in 
the ſame Perſon, at all Times. Thoſe, 
that are of bold and diſpaſſtonate Tem- 
pers, are not impreſs'd to ſuch a degree, 
as thoſe that are imorous and of quick 
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Paſſions : Nor does a good Man, when 
under deſertion, or in the ebbings of Grace, 
feel either ſo ſoon, or fo much, as at o- 
ther times, when he has offended. 
Nevertheleſs, where a Man is become 
a new Creature, I think it may be diſ- 
covered, by the impreſ/iveneſs of his Con- 
ſcience, more or leſs, in all the foregoing 
reſpects. 


6. The Afﬀettions, of him that is Born 
again, are prevailingly Spiritual and Hea- 
venly. I ſay prevailingly Spiritual, be- 
cauſe there are, in the Beſt of Men, ve 
great mixtures of ſenſual, worldly Af. 
feftions and Paſſions. And there is a very 
wide difference, among thoſe that may be 
accounted Good People in the exerciſe of 
theſe. 

Some have gained a generous Contempt 
of every thing in this World; and, with 
ardent deſires, are continually preſſing for- 
ward, toward the amiable Manſions of 
the Saints above : Whilſt others are care- 
ing, and contriving about the preſent 
Life; and making, what they think need- 
ful proviſion, for future Years. Some 
there are, who can freely and cheerfully 
devote their Subſtance, and their Time, to 
any Religious Service and Occaſion 3 
whilſt others are perpetually acting what 
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they call the cautions and the wary part z 
and are too apt to over-value their out- 
ward eaſe, and enjoyments. Some be- 
have themſelves, as if they had no other 
Objects of their Hatred and Aver ſion, 
and Shame, and Anger, but Sin and Fol- 
ly; whilſt others find a zhou/and things, to 
prone theſe ſeveral Paſſions in them. 
ome there are whole Joys and Comforts, 
in the ways of Gop, do greatly abound : 
Others ſeem to be Perſons of /ad and /or- 
rowful Spirits. Some have a mighty Zeal 
for Religion, and the Intereſt of CHRIST, 
in the World; others are more calm 
and /ilent, and contracted in their views 
of things. Some have ſcarce any fear 
of Calamities or Afflictions; others are in 
perpetual Slavery and Bondage thro” the 
Fear of Death, or Poverty, or ſome 
approaching Evil. So that very great al- 
lowances are to be made, for different 
Capacities, Conſtitutions, and outward 
Circumſtances, when we look to the 
Change in our Affections, as an Evidence 
of our being Born again. 
But, where any Man is become a new 


Creature, his Love, his Hatred, his De- 


fires, his Averſions, his Hopcs, his Joys, 
his Anger, his Zeal, his Fears, his Sor- 
rows, his Shame, his Comforts, his 
Cares, mult all be exercis'd upon =y 
an 
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and more deſerving Objefs, or in a new 
and better manner, than they generally 
are in a natural State. In this, eſpecially, 
we ought to obſerve the different exer- 
ciſe of them; That, whereas before they 
were haſty, irregular and impetuous, after 
Renovation, they become more ſubject 
to Reſtraint and good Government. 

Thus far you have an account of the. 
inward Change, thar is wrought by Re- 
generating Grace, 


IE. There are other Evidences of the 
new Birth, in the outward Behaviour, aud 
Converſation. And now, by what is 
outward and more obvious, we may gain 
a fuller and ſurer knowledge, of what is 
inward and more liable to be miſtaken, 
The following things, ought therefore to 
be conſidered, with the foregoing ones, 
before we pals a deciſive and determinate. 
Judgment upon our ſelves, as to our be- 
ing in a Regenerate, or Unregenerate 
State, For certain it is, that if the 
Temper, Uuderſtanding, Will, Conſcience 
and Affections be renewed; both our 
Words, and Actions, will be ſome. way 
affected thereby: And that in ſuch In- 
ſtances as theſe. | 
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1. He that is Born again, is careful 
to avoid, and to watch againſt, all Sin. 
St. John tells us in a Text before quo- 
ted, He that is Born of Go p doth not 
commit Sin No, not of any kind ſo as 
to approve of it, and continue in it. A 
Regenerate Perſon hates and ftrives a- 
gainſt Sin, as Sin That is, as a thing 
contrary to the Law of Gop, and diſ- 
pleaſing to him; And therefore he ſtrives 
againſt every Sin: Having the /ame Rea- 
ſon, to ſthew a regard to the Commands 
and the Pleaſure of Almighty Gop, in 
one inſtance, as in another. ; 

Notwithſtanding natural inclination, 
or any outward inviting Circumſtances 
yet ſtill, the Language of a true Convert, 
to every ſolicitation that is Sinful, is 
like that of Joſeph - How can I do this 
or the other wickedneſs, and fin againſt 
Gop? Gen. xxx1ix; 9. 

Again; Renewing Grace extends to 
a ſtriving againſt /ecret Sins, and ſuch as 
he our of the view and obſervation of 
others, as well as againſt publick Crimes 
and Scandals: And he that makes Con- 
ſcience of theſe, fearing to offend or 
Sin againſt Gop, when he only is the 
witneſs of what is done, has an undoubt- 
ed evidence of true Grace. 
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Farther; regenerating Grace will teach 
a Man to watch againſt thoſe very Sins 
that ariſe from it /e/f. Such as, Spiritual 
Pride, and Security : By this, we are di- 
rected to ſubdue all conceit of our ſelves, 
and contempt of others, which our Spi- 
ritual Attainments might prompt us to. 
And we are allo inſtructed not to grow 
ſecure, as if our Work was done, and 
we were out of danger, as ſoon as we 
find a Change wrought in us. The 
more Grace prevails, the more ſenſible 
will it make us of our being unprofitable 
Servants. 

Nay, what is ſtill more; a Principle 
of Grace will make us watchful againſt 
the very occaſions, and opportunities of 
Sinning. This will put Inſtances, and 
particular meanings, to that general Peti- 
tion, — Lead us not into Temptation. And 
it will teach us, to walk and af circum- 
ſpectly; ſo as that our Lives, and our 
Prayers, may agree, and not contradict 
one another. 


2. He that is Born again, has a conſtant 
regard to every Duty. A Principle of 
Divine Life will not ſuffer a Man to reſt 
in negative Goodneſs; but will put him 
upon ſhewing a due reſpect, to every 
Poſitive Command and Inſtitution of the 
Goſpel. G 4 The 
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'The new Birth introduces a Man into 
a moſt bufie Life: It ſhews him a great 
deal neceflary to be done, which before 
he was a ſtranger to He that had his 
frequent returns of idle and unemploy'd 
Hours, now ſecs work enough for ever 
hour and moment of his Life. And he 
grudges nothing ſo much, as the Time 
that 1s ſpent in repairing the Strength, 
and ſecuring the health and good Tem- 
perament of the Body. 

He that has a thoro' ſenſe of Religion, 
will devote ſome part of his Time, to the 
Service of his GoD; and ſome, to the 
improvement of his Mind; and ſome alto, 
to the ſervice of his Neighbour and his Re- 
latives : Which, together with the mind- 
ing of his Worldly Aﬀairs, muſt keep 
him conſtantly employ'd. There are 
many Duties, both ſecret and /ocial, with 
reference to Gop and Man, of which 
we are inſenſible, till we are inſtructed 
in them, and urg'd to the performance 
of them, by the renewing influences of 
a Divine SepirIT. This unfolds a vaſt 
Scheme of things, wrapt up in ſuch a 
Summary of Religion as that, — hat 
doth the LoRD require of thee, but to do 
juſtly, and to love Mercy, and to walk 
bumbly with thy Gop, Micah vi. 8. 


He 


0 
. 
ö 


5 
4 


N by SO I ö : * ; 
-: 2 « | R EN 3 3 1 mY 2 . . a. 


ye? 


0 2 K der 
— 


3 
4d 
*S 
s 
1 * 
* 
4 


being Born again, 129 


He that is Born again, looks, without 
exception or reſerve, to the Duties of both 
Tables; and to thoſe, of all Relations: 
Not contenting himſelf, in what is low 
and common; but endeavouring, by his 
good works, /o to ſhine before 
men, as that they may be in- 
duc'd in like manner 770 glorifie his Father 
which is in Heaven. | 

And then, he is careful to Hold on in 
the way of his Duty, whatever Tryals 
and Oppoſitions he may meet with; 
excepting in ſuch Caſes, as diſable him, 
from attending to it. 

Thus, allowing for unavoidable Infir- 
mities, and Surprizes z which the beſt of 
Men are ſubject to; the general Beha- 
viour of him that is Renewed, will ſhew 
that he is /. 


Matth. v. 16. 


He that is Born again, is particu- 
larly careful of his Words. As they are 
undoubtedly in a Bad State, who ſay 
with thoſe in the xiith Plalm, with our 
Tongue Will we prevail, our Lips are 
our 9Wwn; who is Lord: over us? So on 
the contrary, we are ſure of the Good 
State of all them, that are concerned to 
govern theſe, and to order their words 
aright: According to St. 
James; I, any Man offend 
G Ff not 


Ch. iii. 5. 2. 
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not in word, the ſame is a perfect Man, 
and able alſo to bridle the whole Body. 
| Renewing Grace will teach a Man to 
Pal. xxxix. 1. take heed that he % not 
' *  evith his Tongue; but rather 
to lay abſolute reſtraiuts upon himſelf, and 


keep bis Mouth as with a Bridle, when 


he is in Company that might provoke 
him to offend: And even at times when 
he allows himfelf the greateſt Freedom 
and Liberty of Conver/ation, he is yet 
ſtrictly obſervant of the Rules of De- 
cency, Sobriety, and Religion. 

He is careful not to Blaſpheme, or 
trifle with, the Name of Gop; or to 
make a jſeſt, of any thing that is Sacred. 
He will not talk lightly and unconcern- 
edly of any /mmorality, or make a mock 
at Sin: He is careful not to injure his 
abſent Neighbour: Nor to provoke the 


Paſſions, and Reſentments, of him that's 


preſent : His Converſation is guarded a- 
gainſt every thing that is immodeſt, un- 
juſt, Hing, or diſcontented: And, what- 
ever may come under the notion of that 


Epheſ. v. 4. fooliſh talking, and jeſting 


which are not convenient, he 


i ſtudious to avoid. | 
Farther; the Converſation of a Good 

Man is not only harmleſs and inoſfenſive, 

but it is ſerious and religious too. Upon 


all 
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all proper occaſions, he loves to be 
talking of the beſt things, and telling 
what Gop has done for him: Come and 
hear all ye that fear GoD, and I will 
declare, fays the Pſalmiſt, 
what he hath done for mySoul, 
He loves to be converſing, with his Fel- 
low-Travellers, of the Place they are go- 
ing to, and the way that lies before 
them: And, if at any time he forbears 
inch Diſcourſe when in good Company, 
'ris eirher, becauſe he finds the Thoughts 
of thoſe he is with, turn'd another way; 
or, becauſe he ſuſpects his own Ability 
or, becauſe he thinks ſome other Seaſon 
may give greater force to what he would 
ſuggeſt: Bur ſtill, in the frame and tem- 
per of his Mind, he is always ſet toward 
Heaven, and Heavenly things; and *tis 
as eaſie and familiar to him that 7s Born 
from above, to converſe of what is Spi- 
ritual, as for thoſe, that, are Born only of 
the Fleſh, to talk of what they ſhall eat, 
and drink, and put on, and of what oc- 
curs daily to their Senſes. 


4. He that is Born again, will manage 
every common Action, and worldly Affair, 
/o as to ſerve a religious End and Purpoſe. 
Saving Grace will cure, that otherwiſe 
incurable Evil, a worldly ſelfiſhneſs; and 
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will teach us to prefer, the good of our 
Souls, before the eaſe or grat fication of 
our Bodies; and the Inr:reſt of Jes 
CuRISs T, before our own Concerns and 
Intereſt; and fo, to bring every Affair 
and Buſineſs in his World, into an en- 
tire ſubſerviency to our Hoprs and Ex- 
pectations in the World 2% ore. 

He, that has been brought up to any 
Honeſt Empt;yment, is not required, upon 
his becoming a new Creature, to quit his 
Calling; and ctire, Hm his Station, into 
a Monaſtery, or a Dejart: "Tis ſufficient 
that he acts upon zew Principles, and 
with new Ends and Peſigns, in his pur— 
fair of ſuch an Employment. He is d7- 
Agent in Buſineſs, not from a Cevetous or 
Ambitious aim of enriching himlelt; but 
from a conſcientious regard to the Com- 
mand and Appointment ot Gp; who 
has made it every Man's Duty to Labour, 
and to Employ himſelf one way or other, 
ſo as to be heſul in the World. Nor is 
it ſo wuch the fear of Want, that excites 
the induſtry of a good Man, as a Here to 
have /omething that may enable him to 
be Friendly and Charitable, to thoſe about 
him; to have ſomething 7 give 70 Him 
that needeth, Epheſ. iv. 28. 

He, that is poſſeſs'd of a large Ef ate, 
is not oblig'd to give it up when he be- 
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comes a True Convert; but only to manage 
it ſo, as to render both his Subſtance, and 
his Intereſt, and his Time and his Abili⸗ 
ties, as far as he can, ſerviceable to the 
promoting of Religion, and the welfare 
of others in the World: And where- ever 
a Principle of Divine Life, has been in- 
fus'd into the Soul, it will teach a Man 
to Con/ecrate all he has, to ſuch pur- 
oſes. 

If a Man that is Renewed, gives up 
himſelf to any acts of Friendſhip and 
Hoſpitality, entertaining others and con- 
verſing with them, it is not to gratifie 
a Brutith Senſuality; but to ſhew a kind 
diſpoſition, to ſettle a good Acquaintance, 
by mutual Services to advance each o- 
ther's welfare, and to joyn their thoughts 
and endeavours upon every occaſion 


wherein they are equally concern'd. 


Once more; he that is inwardly and 
prevailingly Religious, will manage all 
Recreatiors and Exerciſes for the Health 
of his Body, and all his neceſſary Re- 
freſhments, ſo as to render him more fit 
for the Duties of his Station, and the 
Service of his Gop. In the Apofles 
Language, whether be cats or drinks, or 
whatever he does, he does all to the glory 
of Gb. 1 Cor. x. 31. 


5. The 
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7. The laſt Evidence I ſhall mention 
of a Perſon's being Born again, as it ap- 
pears in the Behaviour and outward 
Actions, is, an abounding in all proper in- 
Hances of Love and Charity toward his 
Brother. St. John tells us 
expreſly, that he who loveth 
not his Brother, is not of GO PD: And this 
is argu'd ina following Chapter, from its 
being the Commandment of Gop, to Love 
our Brethren, as well as to Love himſelf ; 
and no Man can have a due regard to the 
one, but he muſt alſo obſerve the o- 
ther. This Love, we are elſewhere told, 
. muſt not be in Word or in Tongue only, 
but in Deed and in Truth That is, our 
Actions mult be ſuch as may truly con- 
tribute to the Advantage and Benefit of 
our Brother. 

That, which in a natural State is the 
Cauſe of Men's acting injuriouſly toward 
their Neighbours, (I mean Se Love) 
Renewing Grace will make the Rule and 
Motive of doing good to them: This will 
explain and entorce that Command, Thos 
ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 

Self- Love we lee, generally, provokes 
Men to Strife and Contentions; defa— 
ming others, to raiſe their own Reputa- 
tion; defrauding others, to increale their 

| own 
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own Gains; and, in almoſt every Caſe, 
not regarding what Hurt is done to o- 
thers, ſo that it make for their own Ad- 
vantage: Whereas, if you look to one 
that is under the influence of Divine 
Grace, the Love that he has to himſelf, 
puts him upon all proper ways of ſhew- 
ing a Concern for the Peace, Good Name, 
and Pro/perity of his Neighboar : And the 
more he finds in himpelf, a defire of this 
or the other comfortable enjoyment, the 
more will he do, in fuch reſpects, for the 
Help and Relief of others. 

As to that grand Branch of Charity, 
Almſgiving, it is obſervable in the ac- 
count of Zaccheus's Converſion, that Sal- 
vation was no ſooner come to bis Houſe, 
but he preſently ſays, Behold, u zi 
Lo RD, the half of my Goods eng 
give to the Poor, &c. The Contriburi- 
ons then, indeed, were extraordinary ; and 
the Caſe of Zaccheus, might make it eſ- 
pecially requiſite, that his ſhould be /; 
but every Man that is brought into a 
State of Grace, will think it his Duty 
to conſecrate /ome proportion of what he 
has, to Pious and Charitable Ules. For, 
ler Men pretend to what they will, you 
always find that their Expences follow 
their prevailing Afections: What they 
have the greateſt Love and Liking ro, 
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they are moſt ready to /pend upon: So 
that if a Man be ſavingly Changed and 
Renewed in his Temper, and Afﬀettions, it 
will appear from his Religious Expences, 
as well as from the other Actions of his 
Life. 
| And now, I- think, nothing more 
needs to be added for the enabling us to 
judge of our ſelves, whether we are 
Born again, or not. 


But I am ſenſible theſe Evidences of 
a Man's being in a good State, are like 
to meet with a very different Reception, 
from different Per/ons. 

Some, have found out' ways to keep 
themſelves. caſie, and to hope well as to 
their tuture Condition, where their Lives 
and Tempers are quite contrary to what I 
have been deſcribing. Others, will only 
pick out, here and there, an Evidence 
that belt pleaſes them; and whilſt they 
drop many things that are requiſite to 
their being thoroughly changed and re- 
newed, are yet preſumptuous enough, to 
rely upon ſome few inſtances which they 
may produce, in their own Spirits or 
Behaviour. A Third fort of People there 
arc, who imagine they 1hall ever come 
up to ſuch a State as has been deſcribed; 
and therefore cannot obtain any compoſed, 
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ſatisfying, thoughts of their own Condi- 
tion. Whilſt ſome few, may poſſibly 
diſcover in themſelves, all the marks and 
evidences of the new Birth, that are 
here ſet before them. 

I ſhall therefore conclude the whole, 


in APPLYING my ſelf, briefly, to each of 
theſe. 


1. I would (peak a little to Them Hat 
are at eaſe, and willing to think their State 
good, altho' their Tempers and their Lives 
are quite contrary to what I have been 
deſcribing. I heartily wiſh ſuch Perſons 
would take time to conſider what their 
eaſe, and good opimon of themiclves, is 
owirg to. It you kcep your ſelves caſie 
by declining and neglecting all ſerious 
Enquiries about your State, tis certainly 
bad; and the /e/s you are concerned about 
it, and acquainted with it, the worſe it 
is. You may rcad the Doom of ſuch as 
have no underſtanding, nor ſerious at- 
tention to things of this nature, in 
Jſaiab xxvii. 11. For it is a People of 
no underſtanding; therefore he that made 
them, will not have mercy on them, and 
he that formed them, will ſhew them no 
favour. And no Man in his wits can 
think, that the Cale of a condemned Ma- 

lefactor is good, becauſe he does not attend 
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to his Sentence of Condemnation : Or that 
a Perſon, who is languiſhing under a mor- 
ral Diſtemper, is well, becauſe he will 
ot be perſuaded that he is in a dangerous 
Condition. 

But then farther; tho' you may not 
have been altogether thoughtleſs, yet if 
you have conſidered Matters, only ſo far, 
as to take up ſome general notions of the 
Goodneſs and Mercy of Go p, that may 
ſerve to make you eaſie in your Sins, 
without engaging you to for/ake them, 
and repent of them; you will then fall 
under that dreadful Sentence in xxix. 
| Deuteronomy, 19, 20. He who thus 
bleſſeth himſelf in his heart, ſaying 1 ſball 
bave peace, tho 1 walk in the imagination 
of mine Heart, to add drunkenneſs to thirſt , 
(and fo of any other Sin that is lived in ;) 
the LoxD will not ſpare him, but then 
the anger of the Lord and his jealouſie 
fall ſmoke againſt that man; being the 
more provoked by his preſuming on that 
Goodneſs which he deſpiſes; and all the 
Curſes that are written in this Book, ſball 
lie upon him, and the LoxD ſhall blot out 
his Name, notwithſtanding all his Confi- 
dence, from under Heaven. 

And once more; it you have thought 
on {uchRepreſentations of the Chriſtian's 
Happineſs, and the Chriſtian's Character 

as 
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as thoſe before laid down, with averſion 
and deteſtation, your Cafe is deplorable 
indeed. I have heard of a profane M reich 
that ſaid, if Heaven was fil d with ſuch 
Company, as thoſe that are called Saints 
here on Earth, he would never deſire to 
come there. But canſt thou, Man! fo 
eaſily give up the thoughts of Heaven ? 
and be willing, inſtead of going thither, 
to lie down in devouring Flames ? Think 
well, I beſeech thee! before thou renoun- 
ceſt the Character, and the Company, of 
the Saints. If thy Soul, is not gathered 
with Theirs, it muſt be a Companion of 
Devils : There is no living any more, 
between Heaven and Hell, when once 
thou art gone out of his world Thy 
ſenſual Delights, will all be loſt for ever; 
and leave thee under the torment, of an 
inſatiable Thirſt after them: Thy inf. 
Companions, will then encreaſe thy miſery 
and thy own Conſcience, will inceſſantly 
reproach thee for thy preſent Folly. 
Then, with ſhowry Eyes, and with an 
aking Heart, thou wilt look to the beau- 
reous Regions of Light and Love; where, 
thou mightelt have had a Place; but 
from which, thou art now condemned 
to an Eternal Baniſhment. O that thou 
would'ſt know, in this thy day, the 
things that belong to thy peace. 


2.1 
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2. I would next ſay ſomething to them, 
that are content in being able to find out 
(in themſelves) ſome few of the foregoing 
Evidences, when at the ſame time, many 
things are yet wanting to their being ſa- 
vingly renewed It there be juſt reaſon 
for your attending to Religion at all, 
the {ame reaſon there is for your making 
thoro' work in it: Becaule,, without this, 
our pretending, to be Religious will avail 
us nothing. He that profeſſes to keep 
the Law, or expects to be ſaved by the 
Goſpel, and yet ſtatedly of 
fends, either by omiſſions or 
commiſſions, in one point, will be con» 
demned as certainly, as it he had been 
guilty of all. 

Some Men are apt to think well of 
themſelves for the fake of their inward 
Piety; in which, they apprehend they 
exceed many, that make a greater ſhewy 
of Goodneſs in their Converſation and 
Behaviour: Others judge of themſelves, 
by their outward Profeſſion; and take up 
a good opinion of themſelves, becauſe 


James ii. 10, 


they have a name ſo live; altho' in ſe- 


cret, and in their Spirits, they are very 
much eſtranged from Gop and the exer- 
ciſcs of Religion: The firſt of theſe, by 
pretending to have good Hearts, may de- 

ceive 
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ceive themſelves; and the latter, by ta- 
king care to preſerve a good Name, may 
deceive their Neighbours; but neither 
the one, nor the other, can deceive or 
impoſe upon an Omniſcient Gop. We 
muſt be transformed, by the 
renewing of our minds; and a 
we muſt be holy, alſo, in all * * . 


Rom. X11. 2. 


manner of Converſation , if we would be. 


acceptable in the fight of Gop. | 
Farther; there are ſome Perſons that 
glory in the Church they are of, and in 
acts of Devotion toward Gop; as it they 
needed no more, to prove they are in a 
good fiate : Whilſt others boaſt of their 
being Juſt and Charitable, and obſerving 
their Duty toward their Neighbour; as if 
this, alone, was ſufficient to ſave them: 
Whereas, it he that frequents the places 
of Divine W orthip, lives in emity and 
batred to his Bruther , or in Cyvetouſneſs, 
which is [dolairy; or in any other Sin a- 
gainſt the Precepts of the Second 1able, 
Cnrisr has cxpreſly dilowned ſuch: 
And, if he that is abounding in all expreſ- 
ſions of Love to his Neighbour, docs yet 
refirain Prayer before GOD; and neglect 
the giving him that Z/ouour, which is due 
unto his Name; he ſtands condemned as 
a deſpiſer of the 1% aud great Com- 
mandmnt, 


& 
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mandmont, both of the Old 
Matth. xl. 37 and New T7; eftament. 

In theſe, and ſuch like inſtances, Men 
would have us diſpenſè with the marks 
and evidences of true Grace, that we may 
ſuit their ſeveral Diſpoſitions, and Aitain- 
ments: But, however it may be the Inte- 
reſt of the Leaders of Parties to miſlead 
their Followers; and however it may 
ſuit the inclinations of ſome caſie tem- 
per'd Men, to oblige them that they 
have a reſpect for; yet neither will the 
Repreſentations of one, nor another, be 
of any ſignificancy, where they pervert 
or diſſemblèe the Scripture account of 
things: Then ſball I not be aſhamed, ſays 
the Pſalmiſt, when I have reſpett unto 
All hy Commandments. Pal. cxix. 6. 


3. It may be proper to hint a few 
things, to them bat are ſavingly re- 
newed, but yet are uneaſie and perplex'd 
about their State and Condition, becauſe 
they cannot diſcover all the afore-mention'd 
Evidences in themſelves. 

It is no unuſual thing to meet with 
ſuch, as in the Judgment of thoſe that are 
acquainted with them, may be eſteem'd 
truly Religious; who yet labour under ſo 
many doubts and diſcouragements in their 
own Spirits, that they cannot diſcern 
any 
4 
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any thing that ſhall give ſatisſaction 70 
themſelves. To ſuch, I would recom- 
mend the following Conſiderations: Which 
beg they would take time, farther to 
enlarge upon, and to apply to their own 
Caſe and Circumſtances. | 

Thoſe that have bur /arely been under 
ſerious impreſſions, muſt make great al- 
lowances for the weakneſs of Grace in 
its fr Beginnings. Tho' they have not 
that clear and full Knowledge of Divine 
things which they deſire; nor that Go- 
vernment of their Paſſions and Temper, 
nor that raiſedneſs and ſpirituality of their 

* Afﬀetions, which {ome have attained to 
pet, fo long as they are ſincerely endea- 
vouring to gain all this, and are attend- 
ing to the proper appointed means of their 
doing ſo, they have abundance of rea- 
ſon to hope well of themſelves. 

Again; thoſe that are under any dark- 
nels and diſorder, by the breaking oat of 
ſome one Sin, that appears grievous and 
tormenting to them; mult not expect to 
obtain, a thoro' compoſedneſs of Mind, 
or any ſettled eaſe and peace of Conſci- 
ence, till that is /incerely repented of. A 
ſenſe of Guilt, in one Inſtance, will daſh 
all other Evidences, how great and conſi- 
derable ſoever they may ſeem, in the Eyes 
of thole that are acquainted with us. 


Farther ; 


- a 
” * * * 
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Farther; there may not be a ſuitable 
ſenſe of our dependence upon the SrirIT 
of God: And ſo, for a while, Perſons 
may be under confuſion and miſtakes 
hereby, to lead them to honour the Sp1- 
RIT, as they honour the FATHER, and 
the Son, in the great Work of their 
Converſion and Regeneration. By our 
firſt awful apprehenſions of Go p, and 
approaches to him, in our being Born again, 
we honour the FATH ER: By our carneſt 
Addreſſes to Jesus CHRIST, and ſeek- 
ing for the Favour and Acceptance of 
Gop in and thro him, we honour the 
SoN : But then we muſt be brought to 
a direct application of our ſelves to the 
HoLy SeiriT; that he may ſhew us 
how far, this and the other Evidence of 
Grace, belongs to our /elves; and may 
aſſiſt us, in torming a right Judgment 
thereupon: And when we are once duly 
affected with a ſenſe of his doing his 
for us, we then honour the SpiRIr, as 
our Sandtifier and Comforter. But I am 
perſuaded, a great deal of the perplexity 
of good People, is owing, to their want 
of regular Thoughts in this Matter. 

Sometimes, Allowances muſt be made 
for Bodily Didlempers; and for preſſiug 
Calamities in the World; and for a weak- 
neſs of Underſtanding, and natural Abili- 

ties; 
I 
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ties; And for ſome evil Reports, or ill 
Carriage of thoſe about us; Any of which 
may very much diſorder our Imaginati- 
ons, and obſcure every Evidence that 
might afford comfort to us. 

But, theſe things being duly obſerved 
ſuch Evidences, as thoſe before laid 
down, ought {till to be inſiſted on: And 
we ſhould give all Diligence, to make 
this Point ſure. 


Tre Lasr ſort of Perſons I would. 
Addreſs my ſelf ro, are thoſe, that have 
been able to diſcover, in themſelves, the 
marks of their being Born again, ſo as t0 
be ſatisfied therewith. 

There is not a Privilege of which hu- 
man Nature is capable, that can ſo much 
deſerve to be gloried in, as this, — that 
we are the Children of Gop. To be his 
Children by Adoption, is to have a right 
to his Kingdom; being Heirs 
and joint Heirs with CHRIST 
Ixsus: And to be madeChil- Fes. i. 14 
dren by Regeneration, is to be partakers 
of the Divine Naiure: And ſhall we not 
think his, matter of Glory? 

Let us however take care, while we 
rejoyce in our Pr;vilege, that we do not 
forget our Duty: Let % ©, _ 
followers of GoD as de wn 

H Chil-- 


Rom. viii. 17. 
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Children: Tmitating his Perfections; and 
| endeavouring to ſhew forth 
IP his Praiſes, and Excellencies, 
to all that behold us. 

A Senſe of our being Born again, 
ſhould encourage us to bear up againſt 
the Hatred and Contempt of the World : 
if ye were of the World, ſays our Sa- 
VIOUR, the World would love its owns 
but now ] have choſen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you. John 
XV. 19. 

Yea, this ſhould ſupport us under all 
kind of Afiiftions, If I am Created a- 
new in CHRISTH JEsus, I may certainly 
conclude, Gop will not forſake this work 
of his own hands. Thoſe that are born 
from above, muſt expect Diſcipline and 
Correction from thence, till they are got 
thro' this State of Education : But they 
may humbly hope that he who has be- 
gun a good work in them, will perfect it; 
and ſo bring them to their Father's Houſe, 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. 
To add no more; This, ſhould make 
us think, continually, of that State and 
World to which we are born. And when 
we have thought the farthefi, ſtill we 
muſt remember, that, whilſt we are here 
in our minority, we think as Children, 
and expreſs our ſelves as ſuch ; but when 

we 


1 Pet. ii. 9. 


| ! / 


, 
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we ſhall arrive at the full tature, and per- 
fect knowledge, of the Heavenly Inha- 
bitants, our preſent weak and imperfett 
Senſe of things will be done away. 

Now are we the Sons of de 
Gor; and it doth not yet n 
appear what we ſhall be: But we know 
that when he ſhall appear wwe ſhall be like 
him, for we ſball ſee him as he is, 


F I N 1 8 
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Age 6.1. 4. inſtead of being a born, r. a be- 
ing born, p. 22. I. 19. inſtead of is, r. it, p. 99. 
J. 25, for they r. thy, p. 115. l. 19. for ander- 
ſtoood, r. underſtood, p. 118. l. 25, for will, t. wilt. 
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